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Cong, boycotts local 
body polls in Kashmir 

SRINAGAR 

The Congress on Wednesday 
decided to stay out of the 
Block Development Council 
polls scheduled for October 
24 in J&K, leaving the BJP as 
the lone contender in the 
elections being held on a 
party basis. Jammu and 
Kashmir Pradesh Congress 
chief G.A. Mir said the 
Congress believed in 
strengthening of democratic 
institutions but was 
compelled to take a decision 
to boycott the BDC polls. 

NEWS ►PAGE 12 


'A child has right to 
affection of parents' 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court said 
family courts should grant 
visitation rights in such a 
manner that a child is not 
deprived of the love and care 
of either parent. A Bench led 
by Justice Deepak Gupta said 
the interest of the child 
should be kept foremost in 
custody battles between 
separated parents. 

CITY ►PAGE 4 


Police version in Jhansi 
encounter under scanner 

LUCKNOW 

While the family of Jhansi 
resident Pushpendra Yadav 
has alleged that he was killed 
in a staged encounter, the 
police version has come 
under further question after 
conflicting statements were 
issued by two district police 
officers. 

NORTH ►PAGES 



Modi-Xi ‘informal summit’ to be 
held in Chennai from tomorrow 

India will focus on building on the Wuhan ‘consensus’ for better ties 



Ready for the show: Workers cleaning a heritage site in 
Mamallapuram, Tamil Nadu, ahead of the Modi-Xi meet. - pti 


Slowdown effects more 
pronounced in India: IMF 

It warns of slower growth for 90% of the world this year 


Muted growth ln 2019, the IMF expects slower 


*RBI towered Indio's 
GDP growth estimate 
to 6.1% from 6.9% 


growth in nearly 90% of the world 
PROJECTED REAL GDP GROWTH 2019 (%) 
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SUHASINI HAIDAR 
ATUL ANEJA 

NEW DELHI/BEIJING 

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
will arrive in Chennai on Fri¬ 
day for the second “informal 
summit” with Prime Minis¬ 
ter Narendra Modi on Octob¬ 
er 11-12, New Delhi and Beij¬ 
ing announced on 
Wednesday. 

The meeting between the 
two leaders, which follows 
the Wuhan summit last April 
that reset ties, is expected to 
enhance bilateral 

cooperation. 

Speaking about the agen¬ 
da for talks between PM Mo¬ 
di and President Xi on Friday 
and Saturday, government 
officials said India would 
broadly focus on building on 
the Wuhan “consensus” for 
better ties. “The forthcom¬ 
ing Chennai Informal Sum¬ 
mit will provide an oppor¬ 
tunity for the two leaders to 


continue their discussions 
on overarching issues of bi¬ 
lateral, regional and global 
importance and to exchange 
views on deepening India- 
China Closer Development 
Partnership,” a common 
statement issued by the Mi¬ 
nistry of External Affairs and 
the Chinese Ministry of Fo¬ 
reign Affairs said. 


No specific outcomes or 
agreements are expected 
from the meet in Chennai, 
said officials, but the two 
leaders will hold talks on bi¬ 
lateral issues, including en¬ 
hancing trade, resolving the 
boundary dispute and possi¬ 
ble new Confidence Building 
Measures (CBM), regional is¬ 
sues including Afghanistan, 


India objects to 
remark on J&K 

India objected to Chinese 
President Xi Jinping’s 
remarks on the “situation” 
in Kashmir. “China supports 
the Pakistani side in 
safeguarding its legitimate 
rights and interests and 
hopes that the parties will 
resolve the dispute through 
peaceful dialogue,” a 
Xinhua report said. ► page 13 


Indo-Pacific policy, terro¬ 
rism and other global and bi¬ 
lateral trade issues. 

The meetings will lead to 
other high-level exchanges, 
including the delayed boun¬ 
dary talks between the Spe¬ 
cial Representatives. 

WHEN ZHOU WAS 'LOST IN 
CONTEMPLATION* ► PAGE 13 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

WASHINGTON 

The largest emerging market 
economies like India are ex¬ 
periencing an even “more 
pronounced” effect of the 
global downturn, new Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund 
(IMF) chief Kristalina Geor- 
gieva said on Wednesday, 
warning that the global eco¬ 
nomy is witnessing “syn¬ 
chronised slowdown” which 
will result in slower growth 
for 90% of the world this 
year. 

The IMF managing direc¬ 
tor pointed out that the wi¬ 
despread deceleration 
meant that growth this year 
would fall to its lowest rate 
since the beginning of the 
decade. 

She said the World Eco¬ 
nomic Outlook to be re¬ 
leased next week would 
show downward revisions 
for 2019 and 2020. 

“In 2019, we expect slow¬ 


er growth in nearly 90% of 
the world. The global econo¬ 
my is now in a synchronized 
slowdown,” Ms. Georgieva 
said in her curtain raiser 
speech for the IMF and the 
World Bank’s annual meet¬ 
ing here next week. The hea¬ 
dline numbers reflect a com¬ 
plex situation, she said. 
Despite this overall decelera¬ 
tion, close to 40 emerging 
market and developing eco¬ 
nomies are forecast to have 


real GDP growth rates above 
5% - including 19 in sub-Sah¬ 
aran Africa, the IMF chief 
said. In the U.S. and Germa¬ 
ny, unemployment is at his¬ 
toric lows. 

Yet, across advanced eco¬ 
nomies including the U.S., 
Japan and especially the Eu¬ 
ro area, there was a soften¬ 
ing of economic activity, she 
said. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 



The first 

commercially viable 
lithium-ion battery 
was developed 
by Akira Yoshino 
in 1991 


How does a 
battery work? 

Electricity is the 
flow of electrons 
from one atom to 
another. 

In a battery, 
electrons flow 
from the negative 
electrode - the 
anode - to the 
positive one - the 
cathode, producing 
electricity 


BARRIER 


More power to 

batteries 

M. Stanley Whittingham, John B. 
Goodenough and Akira Yoshino have been 
selected for the 2019 Chemistry Nobel for 
their roles in the development of the 
Li-ion battery 


M. Stanley 
Whittingham 

■ In the 1970s, 
he used titanium 
disulphide as 
cathode and lithium, 
which is highly 
reactive, as anode. 
When put together, 
it generated two 
volts of electricity 


John B. 

Goodenough 

■ In the 1980s, he 
replaced titanium 
disulphide with cobalt 
oxide as the cathode. 

The battery's potential 
doubled becasue of oxide 
in the cathode but the 
use of reactive lithium 
remained a concern 


TROLEUM COKE 

ELECTROLYTE 


Akira Yoshino 

■ He replaced 
lithium with petroleum 
coke, which drew the 
Li-ions towards it. 

Once the battery was 
operational, the ions and 
electrons flowed towards 
the cobalt oxide cathode 


REPORT ON PAGE 14 


Bihar police call sedition 
case against celebrities ‘false’ 

SSP says direction has been issued to close the case 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

PATNA 

The Bihar police said on 
Wednesday that they found 
the sedition case lodged 
against 49 celebrities, who 
had written an open letter to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, to be “false” and 
would take action against 
the complainant. 

The complaint was 
lodged in Muzaffarpur 
against the celebrities, in¬ 
cluding film-makers Shyam 
Benegal, Mani Ratnam and 
Anurag Kashyap besides his¬ 


torian Ramachandra Guha, 
who were signatories to the 
open letter seeking Mr. Mo¬ 
di’s intervention on the ris¬ 
ing mob lynchings. 

Senior Superintendent of 
Police, Muzaffarpur, Manoj 
Kumar Sinha said a direction 
to close the sedition case 
had been issued to the Sadar 
police station, where the FIR 
was lodged last week on the 
complaint of local advocate 
Sudhir Kumar Ojha. 

The Additional Director 
General of Police (Headquar¬ 
ters), Jitendra Kumar, said 


the case was filed in the 
wake of the Chief Judicial 
Magistrate’s order under 
Section 156(3) of the CrPC. 
Under the provision, the 
police had “no option but to 
register a case under sec¬ 
tions which the reading of 
the complaint discloses.” 

The case had triggered wi¬ 
despread outrage. 

The petitioner is known 
for filing PIL pleas against 
celebrities and dignitaries. 

(With PTI inputs) 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 


SBI reduces 
savings and 
lending rates 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Citing adequate liquidity in 
the banking system, the 
State Bank of India (SBI) 
has decided to cut deposit 
and lending rates. 

The country’s largest 
lender reduced the savings 
account interest rate by 25 
basis points (bps) to 3.25% 
for deposits of up to ^1 
lakh, effective November 1. 

The MCLR (marginal 
cost of funds based lending 
rate) was also cut by 10 bps 
from October 10. The one- 
year MCLR - to which 
most loans are linked - will 
be 8.05%. 


Prominent govt, offices 
a fire away from disaster 

North Block, NITI Aayog among 
those lacking DFS safety clearance 


SAUR ABH TRIVEDI 

NEW DELHI 

Buildings housing most of 
the prominent Central go¬ 
vernment offices in Lutyens’ 
Delhi are tinderboxes given 
the lack of necessary fire sa¬ 
fety clearances from the Del¬ 
hi Fire Service. 

This state of affairs, say 
DFS sources, persists despite 
repeated reminders to the 
Central Public Works De¬ 
partment - which is tasked 
with the planning, design, 
construction and mainte¬ 
nance of the buildings - to 
put adequate fire safety mea¬ 
sures in place over the last 
decade. 

For instance, DFS remin¬ 
ders on shortcomings at the 
Transport Bhawan date back 
to 2007 and for North Block, 
which houses the Finance 
and Home Ministries, to 

2011. The first reminder for 
NITI Aayog dates back to 

2012. 

The latest DFS reminder 
was issued to the Director 
General of CPWD on August 
22 . 

Repeated reminders 

A senior DFS officer said that 
such reminders are sent pe¬ 
riodically, but never elicit a 
reply. 

“We regularly conduct fire 
safety audits in these build¬ 
ings and send reminders to 
the CPWD to rectify things 
but to date, no information 
about action being initiated 
in any of these buildings has 
been received,” said the 



Dilli-dally 

Reminders sent by the DFS 



Krishi Bhawan -v. v. krishnan 


Building 

Date of 
the first 
reminder 

North Block 

2011 

NITI Aayog 

2012 

Krishi Bhawan 

2013 

South Block 

2017 

Shastri Bhawan 

2017 


officer. 


Fittings outdated 

The officer added that exist¬ 
ing fire exits are blocked 
with old furniture and used 
as storage space for old files. 
The electrical fittings in most 
of the buildings are outdated 
and needed to be replaced. 

A CPWD officer said most 
of these buildings are old 
and not much can be done in 
terms of fire safety because 
of the sheer scale of renova¬ 
tion it entails. 

“During an inspection in 
an office in CGO complex, 
we found fire sensors co¬ 
vered with tape. We re¬ 
moved the tape but during 
the next inspection, the sen¬ 
sors were found taped 
again,” said the CPWD 
officer. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 



Data localisation plans hang in the balance 


T.C.A . SHARAD RAGHAVAN 

NEW DELHI 

India’s data localisation 
plans hang in the balance as 
it will join the other Regional 
Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership (RCEP) coun¬ 
tries on Thursday in discuss¬ 
ing the e-commerce chapter 


of the RCEP agreement. The 
meeting will take place in 
Bangkok from October 10-13. 
If India agrees to the provi¬ 
sions of Chapter 10 on e- 
commerce, as specified by 
most of the other countries, 
it will mean it won’t be al¬ 
lowed to impose data locali¬ 


sation rules on companies 
looking to do business in 
India. 

This would go against the 
Reserve Bank of India’s 
(RBI’s) norms on localisation 
of payments data that it had 
ordered in April 2018. 

CONTINUED ON ►PAGE 12 
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On the cards: e-scooters 
at 4 more metro stations 

Facility, currently available at five stations, got good response 



Electric scooters stationed at the Mandi House metro station 
to offer last-mile connectivity, -sushil kumar verma 


Developer told to pay ?1.57 cr. compensation 

Consumer panel rules in favour of homebuyer as realtor failed to deliver flat on time 


Air quality of Delhi-NCR 


Delhi jHH Gurugram HUii 
Ghaziabad 186 Faridabad 150 
Greater Noida 192 Noida Bill 

■ Good Satisfactory ■ Moderate 

0-50 51-100 101-200 

■ Poor ■ Very poor ■ Severe 

201-300 301-400 >401 

AIR QUALITY INDEX AT 4 P.M. YESTERDAY 
(AVERAGE OF PAST 24 HOURS) | SOURCE: CPCB 


DELHI TODAY 


Dance: 'Nirantam - Nritya ki Aviral 
Dhara', an evening of Odissi dance 
recital by Kathak and Odissi expo¬ 
nent, Rani Jain, accompanied by Kas- 
turi Pattanaik and troupe. This will 
be followed by 'Krishnam', a Kathak 
group performance by Arpan Nritya 
Vatika repertory, led by Rani Jain at 
The Stein Auditorium, India Habitat 
Centre (IHC), 7 p.m. 


Dance: India International Rural 
Cultural Centre (IRCEN) presents an 
Odissi dance recital by Vani Madhav 
at Government Girls Senior Second¬ 
ary School, No.3, Roop Nagar, 9 a.m. 
and Sarvodaya Kanya Vidyalaya, 
Gulabi Bagh,ll a.m. 


Exhibition: "Disaster Photo Exhibi¬ 
tion by Goonj...", a solo photography 
exhibition by Anshu Gupta at Open 
Palm Court Gallery, India Habitat 
Centre (IHC), 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 


Exhibition: "The Colours of 
Nature", a solo painting exhibition 
with canvases inspired by the beauti¬ 
ful landscape of Uttarakhand by 
Ghansayam Chaudhri at Convention 
Centre Foyer, India Habitat Centre 
(IHC), 11 a.m. - 7 p.m. 


Exhibition: "End of the Road", a 
solo heritage photography exhibi¬ 
tion by Arya Arora at Delhi 'o' Delhi 
Foyer, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 11 
a.m. - 7 p.m. 


(Mail your listings for this column 
at city editor delhi(o)thehindu.co.in) 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Lieutenant-Governor Anil 
Baijal on Wednesday direct¬ 
ed all three municipal cor¬ 
porations to step up online 
services for issuing birth 
and death certificates, his 
office said in a statement. 

Mr. Baijal said that the ex¬ 
isting software may be up- 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

After getting good response 
to the Delhi Metro’s green 
push of facilitating commu¬ 
ters to use e-scooters for last 
mile connectivity, Aishwarya 
Kachal, who runs the agency 
providing the service, said 
that the e-scooters are likely 
to be made available at four 
more stations by next 
month. 

Currently, these services 
are available at five stations, 
including Mandi House, Neh¬ 
ru Enclave, North Campus, 
South Campus and Dwarka 
Sector 9 stations. The servic¬ 
es which were started in May 
this year has seen a pheno¬ 
menal response, said Mr. Ka¬ 
chal. 

“Currently, there are 40 e- 
scooters stationed outside 
the metro stations apart 
from the several others 
which are present across the 
city. The facility got a pheno¬ 
menal response especially 
from young people as they 
are enthused about keeping 
the city clean,” said Mr. Ka¬ 
chal. 

While the agency is open 


graded to provide addition¬ 
al features for inclusion and 
correction of names to fa¬ 
cilitate users. 

Municipal commission¬ 
ers have also been directed 
to review the functioning of 
registrars and sub-regis¬ 
trars and ensure that the 
first copy of birth certificate 
is provided to the parents 


to provide the services 
across the Delhi Metro net¬ 
work, Mr. Kachal added that 
the proposal for the exten¬ 
sion of services to four other 
metro stations is under con¬ 
sideration with the Delhi Me¬ 
tro Rail Corporation (DMRC). 

“Delhi needs e-mobility 
the most considering the le¬ 
vel of air pollution in the ci¬ 
ty,” said Mr. Kachal. 

Currently, users need to 
bring the e-scooters back to 
the same station. But with 
expansion of the network, 
stationing the e-scooters at a 
different location might also 
be facilitated, he added. 


by respective hospitals at 
the time of discharge itself. 

10 lakh issued annually 

Online birth and death cer¬ 
tificates have been issued 
by the urban local bodies 
since 2016, the statement 
read, with approximately 
ten lakh such certificates is¬ 
sued annually. Out of these. 


In April this year, the 
DMRC had identified 18 sta¬ 
tions where bicycle stands 
are available. “With a view to 
encourage use of bicycles 
and propagate environment- 
friendly mode of transport 
among metro commuters for 
covering smaller distances, 
the DMRC has introduced 
permanent space for bicycle 
stands at its metro stations 
with dedicated parking lots,” 
it had said in a statement. 

This was in addition to the 
several stations across the 
network where bicycle shar¬ 
ing services were already 
available. 


only 24% are issued online, 
the Lieutenant-Governor’s 
office said. 

The municipal corpora¬ 
tions are currently in the 
process of tying up with the 
Union government’s Com¬ 
mon Service Centres (CSCs) 
to provide issuance of such 
certificates and other on¬ 
line facilities. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The National Consumer Dis¬ 
putes Redressal Commis¬ 
sion (NCDRC) has directed 
developer Jaiprakash Asso¬ 
ciates Ltd. to compensate a 
complainant by paying over 
H.57 crore for not deliver¬ 
ing possession of a flat 
booked within the stipulat¬ 
ed time. 

Holding the developer 
deficient in services, the 
NCDRC observed: “Com¬ 
plainants cannot be made 
to wait indefinitely for pos¬ 
session of the unit as even 
till date the construction is 


Proposal for 
making online 
modules for 
SOL invited 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Faculty of Delhi University 
has been invited to submit 
proposals to make online 
modules for up to five un¬ 
dergraduate courses to be 
uploaded by the School of 
Open Learning (SOL) on 
November 1. 

UGC had asked the SOL 
to upload the first semester 
of “Massive Online Open 
Courses” (MOOC) for B.A. 
(Prog.), B.Com (Hon.), 
B.Com and B.A English 
(Hon.). The proposal was 
earlier approved by the ex¬ 
ecutive council of the 
university. 

Proposals have been in¬ 
vited for the preparation of 
these modules either indi¬ 
vidually or in groups for 
each chapter or unit or 
paper in the respective 
courses. Last date to send 
names is October 10. 


Complainants 
cannot be made to 
wait indefinitely 
for possession of 
the unit as even till 
date the 

construction is yet 
to be completed 

NATIONAL CONSUMER DISPUTES 
REDRESSAL COMMISSION 

yet to be completed. As 
more than seven years has 
lapsed from the date of al¬ 
lotment [June 2012] and is 
still incomplete, we are of 
the considered view that 
the complainants are entit¬ 
led for refund of the princi- 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Over 415 properties under 
the North Delhi Municipal 
Corporation’s jurisdiction 
were attached for non-pay¬ 
ment of property tax since 
April this year, the civic body 
said in a statement on Wed¬ 
nesday. 

Dues amounting to a total 
of 12, 775.42 lakh are pending 
from these properties. Out of 
these, 125 properties, involv¬ 
ing an amount of 11, 090.55 
lakh, were attached in the 
last 15 days. After recovering 
?367.70 lakh, 82 of these pro¬ 
perties were returned. 

Property owners have 
been advised to pay their 
dues on time or face penal¬ 
ties, including payment of in¬ 
terest and attachment of 
their bank account or even 
property. To facilitate pay¬ 
ment, the North DMC has 
kept its property tax offices 
open on all Saturdays, ex- 


pal amount with reasonable 
interest.” 

The directions came 
when the apex consumer 
disputes redressal forum 
was hearing a complaint 
moved by city resident An- 
ish Singhal who alleged that 
the developer had failed to 
deliver an apartment 
booked by him in 2012 in a 
project in Noida, which was 
being developed. 

“...despite paying an 
amount of ^1.57 crore out of 
the total sale consideration 
of H.75 crore with the pro¬ 
mised delivery of posses¬ 
sion being 36 months from 


We have 
constituted a 
special team to 
consolidate all 
types of data 
available with 
other agencies 

NORTH BODY 

cept gazetted holidays. 

Warning property owners 
that it is “difficult to hide 
now”, the North DMC said 
“We have constituted a spe¬ 
cial team to consolidate all 
types of data available with 
other agencies, including in¬ 
formation available with Ge¬ 
ospatial Delhi Limited 
(GSDL) to determine “actual 
details of properties” such as 
presence of cell towers and 
nature of use of property.” 

The North DMC along 
with the SDMC and EDMC 
had announced an amnesty 
scheme earlier in the year in¬ 
viting property owners to 
submit dues. 


the date of the allotment let¬ 
ter, the opposite party did 
not complete the construc¬ 
tion nor offered posses¬ 
sion...” read the complaint. 

Additional compensation 

While observing that “no in¬ 
solvency petition has been 
admitted against Jaiprakash 
Associates Limited,” the 
consumer panel also direct¬ 
ed additional compensation 
of ^25,000. 

The developer was di¬ 
rected to refund the princi¬ 
pal amount paid by the 
complainant on various oc¬ 
casions with 12% interest. 

Permission not 
needed for 
petty building 
repairs: Mayor 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Warning “unscrupulous 
persons” from filing com¬ 
plaints and court cases ov¬ 
er petty repair of buildings 
“in the name of RTI acti¬ 
vists”, north Delhi Mayor, 
Avtar Singh on Wednesday 
said that such repairs do 
not require permission 
from municipal authorities. 

As per provisions of the 
Delhi Master Plan 2021 and 
building byelaws for Delhi, 
petty repairs do not require 
prior approval, he said. 
These include various alter¬ 
ations which do not “vio¬ 
late any provisions regard¬ 
ing general building 
requirements, structural 
stability and fire safety re¬ 
quirements,” Mr. Singh ad¬ 
ded. 

The repairs include, 
plastering and patch work; 
reroofing; reflooring etc. 


Step up online services for issuing certificates: L-G 

Baijal tells urban local bodies to provide extra features for correction of names 



415 properties attached 
for non-payment of tax 

82 properties returned after recovery 




An event to unravel charm of traditional ways of storytelling 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The sprawling lawns of Sun¬ 
der Nursery will host Katha- 
Icar, an event that promises 
to unravel the charm of tra¬ 
ditional ways of storytelling 
from across the globe. The 
heritage structures of the 
park will stand witness to 
the event, spread over 17 ses¬ 
sions, resounding with old- 


world cultures to revive sto¬ 
rytelling as a standalone art 
form through dramatic 
performances. 

India’s rare art forms as 
well as native tales will be 
showcased alongside those 
from Poland, Sweden, Ro¬ 
mania, Mongolia, Lithuania, 
United Kingdom and 
Australia. 

The event will begin with 


Manoj Bajpayee in conversa¬ 
tion with musician Mohit 
Chauhan in a segment titled 
Kissey Kahani Aur 
Adakaari. 

Highlights of Kathakar in¬ 
clude artist Danish Hussain’s 
self-directed adaptation of 
‘Qissebazi: A Multilingual 
Storytelling Orbit’; Kerala’s 
traditional Tholpavakoothu 
(shadow theatre) based on 


Tamil epic Kamba Ramaya- 
na; Buddhist chanting by 
Grammy awardee monks of 
Sherabling in Himachal Pra¬ 
desh; Australia’s aborigine 
storyteller Uncle Larry 
Walsh’s recount of indige¬ 
nous tales and Imtiaz Ali’s 
stories about his experienc¬ 
es as a filmmaker; and UK- 
based Emily Hennessey’s 
performance based on In¬ 


dian folk tales of Kali and the 
Mahabharata. 

The event will be held in 
the evenings from October 
11-13 and is open to the gen¬ 
eral public. 

Organisers said that they 
will conduct morning ses¬ 
sions in a couple of schools 
to enable children to listen 
to entertaining stories 
across a range of genres. 



Kamal Nath 

Chief Minister, 

Madhya Pradesh, India 




Skilled workforce 

we shall 
guarantee 


In Madhya Pradesh, you won't have 
to look too far for skilled 


To invest visit i nvest.mp.gov.in 


manpower. Every year, the state 
has over 2 lakh technical graduates 
passing out and the state is home 
to prominent universities. 

Over 70 new technical institutes 
have opened in the recent past 


MAGNIFICENT MADHYA PRADESH 
INVESTORS'SUMMIT2019 

INDORE, MADHYA PRADESH, INDIA 
18TH OCTOBER 
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IN BRIEF 


Baby injured during fight 
between parents dies 

NEW DELHI 

A five-month-old baby, who 
sustained injuries during a 
scuffle between his parents, 
died in east Delhi's Kondli, 
the police said on 
Wednesday. A scuffle broke 
out between Dipti and 
Satyajit on Sunday, following 
which he started beating her 
with a stick. The stick which 
had a nail on it hit the child's 
head accidentally. On 
Tuesday, after the child 
vomited, Dipti took him to a 
hospital, where he was 
declared brought, pti 

Man hit by 
metro train 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Services on the Delhi Me¬ 
tro’s Blue Line were briefly 
disrupted on Wednesday 
after a man allegedly 
jumped on the tracks and 
was hit by a moving train at 
Uttam Nagar station, offi¬ 
cials said. 

The train was going to¬ 
wards Rajiv Chowlc station, 
officials said. 

The Delhi Metro Rail 
Corporation, in a tweet, 
said: “Delay in services bet¬ 
ween Dwarka Sector 21 and 
Rajiv Chowk due to a pas¬ 
senger on track at Uttam 
Nagar East. Normal servic¬ 
es on all other lines.”Ser- 
vices on the line were res¬ 
umed following a delay of 
10 minutes, officials added. 


AAP says ‘insult’, Centre says Mayor-level event 


War of words ensues after CM Kejriwal is denied travel permission to attend C40 Summit in Denmark 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Stepping up its attack on 
Prime Minister Narendra Mo¬ 
di over the Centre’s refusal to 
give clearance to Chief Minis¬ 
ter Arvind Kejriwal to visit 
Denmark to attend a summit, 
AAP on Wednesday said that 
the PM acted like a “raja” and 
that he does whatever comes 
to his mind. 

The CM was scheduled to 
travel to Denmark to partici¬ 
pate in the C40 World 
Mayors’ Summit on environ¬ 
ment. Calling it an “insult” to 
the people of Delhi, AAP MP 
Sanjay Singh said that they 
would raise the issue while 
campaigning for the next As¬ 
sembly elections in Delhi. 

“Koi reason nahin batate. 
Raja hain, jo man mein 
aaya, Jcar diya [The PM 
doesn’t give us any reason. He 
acts like a king and does wha¬ 
tever comes to his mind],” Mr. 
Singh said while talking about 
other AAP Ministers who 
were allegedly denied per¬ 
mission to travel abroad. 

Meanwhile, the spokesper¬ 
son for the Ministry of Exter¬ 
nal Affairs said that a decision 
on political clearance is taken 
by the MEA based on multiple 
inputs and takes into account 
the nature of the event, the le¬ 
vel of participation by other 
countries, type of invitation 
extended, etc. 

“In this case, the participa¬ 
tion of the Delhi CM as a 


Nob Delhi 
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speaker at a panel discussion 
was not commensurate with 
the level of participation from 
other countries. The CM of 
one of the largest and popu¬ 
lous cities in the world, which 
also is the Capital of India, 
was therefore advised not to 
attend the event,” the spokes¬ 
person said. 

Mr. Singh argued that the 
excuse put forward by the 
Centre - that the summit was 
of Mayors and Mr. Kejriwal, 
being a CM, cannot attend it - 
was a lame defence. “Former 
Delhi Chief Minister Sheila 
Dikshit had earlier attended 
the same meet,” he added. 

Delhi government sources 


on Wednesday shared an 
MEA communication, which 
stated that it was declining 
sanction to the Chief Minister 
and seven other officials to at¬ 
tend the summit having exa¬ 
mined the proposal “from 
political angle”. 

The document stated that 
Mr. Kejriwal was to be accom¬ 
panied by his Cabinet col¬ 
league Satyendar Jain and 
other senior officials. 

The communication also 
mentioned that the delega¬ 
tion had received administra¬ 
tive approval from L-G Anil 
Baijal and the source of fund¬ 
ing for the visit was the State 
government. 


W.B. Minister given nod 
to travel to Copenhagen 

Separate protocol for CMs: Javadekar 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Centre has denied 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri¬ 
wal permission to visit Den¬ 
mark for a summit as it is a 
“Mayor-level” event and an 
appropriate official is being 
sent from West Bengal, Un¬ 
ion Minister Prakash Java¬ 
dekar said on Wednesday. 

Mr. Kejriwal was initially 
scheduled to travel to Den¬ 
mark on Tuesday as part of 
an eight-member delega¬ 
tion for a climate summit in 
Copenhagen, which was to 
start on Wednesday. 

While the Foreign Minis¬ 
try did not clear Mr. Kejri- 
wal’s travel, it granted per¬ 
mission to West Bengal 
Minister Firhad Hakim. 

“This is a Mayor-level 
conference and a Bengal Mi¬ 
nister is going to participate 
in it,” Mr. Javadekar said at a 
press conference on Cabi¬ 
net decisions, adding: 
“There is a separate proto¬ 
col when political function¬ 
aries like Chief Ministers are 
invited.” 

The Delhi government 
had last month said in an of¬ 
ficial statement that Mr. Kej¬ 


riwal would address the 
C40 climate change event in 
Copenhagen and would 
speak about his govern¬ 
ment’s efforts to lower the 
levels of pollution in the na¬ 
tional capital. 

The Aam Aadmi Party 
has criticised the move to 
deny Mr. Kejriwal the per¬ 
mission to travel to Den¬ 
mark, saying that he was 
not going on vacation but 
was going to tell more than 
100 Mayors how Delhi man¬ 
aged to reduce pollution le¬ 
vels by 25%. 

‘Defame the country’ 

Commenting on the cancel¬ 
lation of the CM’s visit to Co¬ 
penhagen, State BJP presi¬ 
dent Manoj Tiwari argued 
that Mr. Kejriwal should ex¬ 
plain if he was the Chief Mi¬ 
nister or the Mayor of Delhi. 

“Till now, Mr. Kejriwal 
was trying to defame the 
municipal corporations of 
Delhi. Now he wants to de¬ 
fame the country in an in¬ 
ternational summit. This vi¬ 
sit may have also wasted 
public money because he 
wanted to go with his 
team,” Mr. Tiwari alleged. 


1 killed, 2 injured as 
BSF bus hits scooter 

Bus driver arrested; case registered 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 28-year-old woman was 
killed while her husband 
and minor daughter sus¬ 
tained injuries on Wednes¬ 
day after a speeding Border 
Security Force (BSF) staff 
bus hit their scooter on Lod- 
hi flyover, the police said on 
Wednesday. 

The police were informed 
about the incident around 11 
a.m. Zamil Alam (40), a resi¬ 
dent of Madangiri, his wife 
Nelofer and seven-year-old 
daughter Khushi were taken 
to a hospital, where Nelofer 
was declared brought dead, 
a senior police officer said. 

During inquiry, it was 
found that they were going 
to Kalavati Hospital in Con¬ 
naught Place for the treat¬ 
ment of their daughter. 

The bus, which was on its 
way to Pragati Maidan to 
drop BSF staff from Tigri, al¬ 
legedly hit the victim’s scoo¬ 
ter from behind on the 
flyover. 

A case under Sections 279 
(rash driving), 337 (causing 
hurt by act endangering life 
or personal safety of others) 
and 304A (causing death by 
negligence) of the IPC has 
been registered at Hazarat 
Nizamuddin police station. 
Deputy Commissioner of 
Police (South East) Chinmoy 



The offending vehicle. 


Biswal said. 

The accused bus driver, 
identified as Ramesh Chan- 
der Sharma, was arrested, 
he said. 

The police said that Zamil 
is a hawker at Madangir. The 
couple used to frequently vi¬ 
sit the hospital as their 
daughter was getting fits for 
the past two years. 

Zamil’s neighbour Ashraf 
Ali (54) said, “I was in¬ 
formed about the incident 
around 10 a.m. on Wednes¬ 
day. A BSF vehicle hit their 
scooter while they were on 
the way to Kalavati Hospital 
for the treatment of their 
daughter.” 

Zamil sustained some mi¬ 
nor injuries and is currently 
out of danger, while his 
daughter, who has been ad¬ 
mitted at Safdarjung Hospi¬ 
tal, is critical. 


The day after 



Despite a ban on disposal of plastic and other waste materials in the Yamuna, the riverbank presented a grim picture 
on Wednesday, ■r.v. moorthy 


Delhi govt, surveys 1.25 lakh 
houses in 270 slums in city 

Survey held to ascertain demand for housing among the poor 



This is a mandatory step towards rehabilitation of slum 
clusters under the Mukhya Mantri Awas Yojana. ■ file photo 


Man arrested 
for duping 
people on 
pretext of jobs 

STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

A 57-year-old man was ar¬ 
rested on Wednesday for 
allegedly duping people on 
the pretext of getting them 
jobs in Australia, the police 
said. 

The accused has been 
identified as D.H. John 
Paul, a resident of Bengalu¬ 
ru, they said. 

The matter came to light 
after the police received a 
joint complaint from five 
people alleging that they 
were duped by the accused 
of a total of 08.5 lakh on 
the prtetext of getting them 
placed in Australia. 

The victims approached 
the police after they could 
not get in touch with Paul, 
a senior police officer said. 
The complainants, howev¬ 
er, managed to trace the lo¬ 
cation of the accused and 
alerted the police, follow¬ 
ing which Paul was nabbed 
from a guest house in 
Dwarka, the officer said. 

He was brought to Cha- 
nakypuri police station 
and arrested in connection 
with the case, the officer 
added. 

Interrogation revealed 
that Paul used to come to 
Delhi to attend counselling 
and religious functions 
where he lured people 
with job offers. 



STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Urban Shelter Im¬ 
provement Board (DUSIB) 
has undertaken a survey in 
the 675 slum clusters of Del¬ 
hi to ascertain the demand 
for houses for the poor. 

The survey has covered 
1.25 lakh households in 
roughly 270 slum clusters. 
The households will be is¬ 
sued survey certificates by 
the Delhi government. 

This is a mandatory step 
towards rehabilitation of 
slum clusters under the 
Mukhya Mantri Awas Yojana 
(MMAY), formerly known as 
the Delhi Slum & Jhuggi Jho- 
pri Rehabilitation & Reloca¬ 
tion Policy, 2015. 

Survey certificates 

“The Delhi government will 
issue survey certificates to 
each family living in jhuggi 
clusters that will have the lo¬ 
cation, jhuggi number along 
with photograph of the fami¬ 
ly. This survey will help the 
government in estimating 
the demand for construc¬ 
tion of houses for the poor in 
the coming years,” said Ur¬ 
ban Development Minister 
Satyendar Jain. 

The app-based digital sur¬ 
vey captures information 
about households in slum 
clusters, along with photo¬ 



graphs of their personal 
identification certificates 
like Aadhaar card, voter ID, 
electricity bill, among oth¬ 
ers and photos of the family 
members. 

“This is to ascertain the 
number of years the family 
has been residing in the 
slum cluster and the number 
of persons in each house¬ 
hold. This will help in pre¬ 
venting unfair claims during 
the allotment process,” an 
official statement said. 

The survey is being un¬ 
dertaken by an external 
agency under the supervi¬ 
sion of DUSIB officials. The 
app-based survey stores all 
the information on an online 
database along with geo 
coordinates which can be ac¬ 



cessed and verified online 
by the officials. This will help 
in minimising cases of error 
and fraudulent data cap¬ 
tured by surveyors, officials 
said 

Rehabilitation 

“Based on the eligibility cri¬ 
teria determined in the poli¬ 
cy, pucca flats will be allot¬ 
ted to the families residing in 
slum clusters. The primary 
focus of the Mulchyamantri 
Awas Yojana 2015 is to reha¬ 
bilitate the slum clusters on 
in-situ mode or within a ra¬ 
dius of 5 km of the existing 
slum so that there is a mini¬ 
mum interruption in the 
lives of people who are reha¬ 
bilitated,” the statement 
said. 



DDA amends city’s master plan to save gyms 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA) on Wednes¬ 
day approved the amend¬ 
ments to the Master Plan for 
Delhi (MPD-2021) to include 
fitness centres, gyms and yo¬ 
ga centres, officials said. 

The decision was taken at 
an authority meeting chaired 
by Lieutenant-Governor Anil 
Baijal who is also the DDA 


Chairman. 

While stating that new fit¬ 
ness and wellness centres 
shall only be allowed on the 
ground floor and basement, 
a statement issued by the 
DDA read, “Considering va¬ 
rious representations re¬ 
ceived for continuation [fit¬ 
ness centres] have been 
allowed to continue consi¬ 
dering their role to make the 
Fit India Movement a 


success.” 

“The development of bas¬ 
ic public, semi-public facili¬ 
ties along with general com¬ 
mercial facilities could not 
keep pace with growing pop¬ 
ulation resulting in the in¬ 
crease of mixed use. The 
mixed use policy aims to ba¬ 
lance the socio-economic 
need and the impact of the 
said activity in the residential 
area,” the statement added. 


At the meeting, the propo¬ 
sal to amalgamate 1,000 low- 
income group (LIG) flats in 
Narela to 500 “in-pair” flats 
was also approved. “Two ad¬ 
jacent LIG flats will be allot¬ 
ted in pair to a buyer with the 
permission to amalgamate in 
one with an approximate 
plinth area of 99.8 sqm and 
at the approximate cost of 
?45 lakh,” the urban body 
said. 


2 held for stealing jewellery, 
cash worth over\30 lakh 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Two men have been arrest¬ 
ed for allegedly stealing je¬ 
wellery and cash worth 
more than ?30 lakh from a 
house in north-west Delhi, 
the police said on 
Wednesday. 

The accused have been 
identified as Rahul (19) and 
Ayub (23), residents of Kabir 
Nagar, Rana Partap Bagh, 
they said. 

The police said that one 
Nitin Kumar lodged a com¬ 
plaint on Wednesday stating 
that jewellery worth around 
?30 lakh and ^30,000 cash 
had been stolen from his 
house at Rana Partap Bagh. 

During investigation, the 
police examined CCTV cam¬ 
era footage of nearby areas 
and it was also shown to lo¬ 
cal informers. Based on the 


image of the suspect seen in 
the footage, an informer 
suspected the involvement 
of one of the youths living in 
the same vicinity. 

“We verified the wherea¬ 
bout of the suspect and later 
raided his house and reco¬ 
vered the stolen articles. 
The person was identified as 
Rahul. He lives in a nearby 
shanty,” said a police officer. 

Rahul told the police that 
he had given some stolen je¬ 
wellery to Ayub, following 
which the latter was arrest¬ 
ed. Ayub disclosed that Ra¬ 
hul had given him the jewel¬ 
lery for disposal after the 
latter committed the bur¬ 
glary. Later at his instance, 
Rahul was arrested from De- 
su Colony, Rana Pratap 
Bagh. The police have reco¬ 
vered the entire stolen boo¬ 
ty from the accused. 


IRS officer targeted by 
snatchers; one arrested 

Manhunt on for other accused: police 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

An Indian Revenue Service 
(IRS) officer was targeted by 
snatchers at Kashmere Gate 
when he was about to board 
a bus on Wednesday night, 
the police said. 

One of the snatchers was 
caught by the public at the 
spot while another man¬ 
aged to flee, the police said. 

They said that IRS Vijay 
Babu Vasanta is posted in 
Dehradun and his family 
lives in Delhi. He had come 
to the city to visit his family 
and was leaving on Wednes¬ 
day. 

A family member 
dropped him outside the 
bus terminal at 9 p.m. Two 
men on a scooty snatched 
his mobile phone while he 
was walking to board a bus 
to Dehradun. Before they 
could flee, Mr. Vasanta 


shouted for help and ran af¬ 
ter their scooty. The rider 
lost control and the snatch¬ 
ers fell from the two-wheel¬ 
er. The pillion rider was 
caught by the public while 
the other managed to flee 
the spot. The accused was 
handed over to the police 
for further investigation. 

Monika Bhardwaj, DCP 
(North), said that the arrest¬ 
ed person was identified as 
Sunny, a resident of Pahar- 
ganj. He was previously in¬ 
volved in at least ten cases of 
snatching and theft. 

“The snatched phone 
was recovered from the ar¬ 
rested accused. The scooty 
was found to be stolen from 
a location in Delhi a few 
days back, the police said. 
The other accused involved 
in the case has been identi¬ 
fied and will be arrested 
soon,” said Ms. Bhardwaj. 



a dance drama on Sampoorna Ramayan 
29 SEP. - 25 OCT., 6.30 P.M. 
SBKK LAWNS, COPERNICUS MARG 

Tickets available at Kendra. 

Enq: 43503333 bookffyshow 
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ACCORDING TO THE LATEST PATTERN 

UPKAR'S USEFUL BOOKS FOR ALL SUBJECTS 

(Including Previous Years' Solved Papers) 


ENGLISH & HINDI EDITIONS OF ALL 
OPTIONAL SUBJECT BOOKS ARE NOW 
AVAILABLE ON LEADING BOOK-SELLERS 




PRATiYOGITA 


'R&a/ds 
Every 
M ovvtih/ 


UPKAR PRAKASHAN, AGRA-2 : 




RAJIV GANDHI SUPER SPECIALITY HOSPITAL 



(An Autonomous Institute under GNCTD) 




TAHIRPUR, DELHI 

-110093, 



E-mail: dDrassh(S)amail.com. Tel No: 011-22312244 

Website : www.rassh.in 

F.No.21 (2)/DMS/SR/32/RGSSH/2018/252 dated: 03/10/19 

RECRUITMENT NOTICE 

Rajiv Gandhi Super Speciality Hospital, a tertiary care hospital, is an institution 
with state of the art, infrastructure and cutting edge technology. The infrastructure 
includes Cath labs, Non Invasive Cardiology Centre Modular operation Theatres, 
Intensive Care Units, Dialysis Centre, Gl Surgery Endoscopy Centre, Imaging 
Centre and Hospital Laboratories etc. 

A walk-in-interview will be held on 22.10.2019 for the Senior Resident posts on 

| tenure/Regular basis for three years. 





| |S. No. 

Particular 

1 Dates 

pi 

n 

Form submission in DMS Office, 7 th Block 1 st 

22.10.2019 at 10:00 AM 

L 

J 

Floor, RGSS Hospital, Tahirpur, Delhi- 110093. 



_ 

\2~^ 

Walk-in interview of candidates 

122.10.2019 at 12:00 Noon 11 


S. 

Name of the 

No, of Posts Vacant 

TOTAL 

No 

Department 

UR 

UR-EWS 

OBC 

SC 

ST 

Vacant Post 

1 

Anaesthesia 

05 

- 

02 

- 

- 

07 

2 

Biochemistry 

03 

- 

1 

- 

- 

04 

3 

Blood Bank 

01 

- 

- 

- 

- 

01 

4 

Cardiac Surgery 

06 

01 

02 

01 

- 

10 

5 

Cardiology 

06 

- 

03 

- 

- 

09 

6 

Clinical Haematology 

2 

- 

0 

- 

- 

02 

7 

Endocrinology 

3 

- 

1 

- 

- 

04 

8 

Gastroenterology 

04 

- 

- 

01 

- 

05 

9 

Gl Surgery 

06 

01 

02 

01 

- 

10 

10 

Microbiology 

04 

- 

01 

- 

- 

05 

11 

Nephology 

02 

- 

01 

- 

- 

03 

12 

Pathology 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

00 

13 

Pulmonology 

01 

- 

- 

- 

- 

01 

14 

Radiology 

05 

- 

02 

01 

- 

08 

15 

Rheumatology 

01 

- 

- 

- 

- 

01 

16 

Thoracic Surgery 

03 

- 

- 

- 

- 

03 

17 

Urology 

05 

- 

01 

- 

- 

06 

18 

Vascular Surgery 

02 

- 

- 

- 

- 

02- 


TOTAL 

60 

2 

16 

4 


82 

Total Vacant Posts of Senior Residents = 82 (60-UR, 02-UR-EWS, 16-OBC & 
4-SC) 

Interested candidates mav visit the hosDital website i.e. www.rassh.in or Delhi aovt. 
Website i.e. www.health.delhiaovt.nic.in for further details. 

| DIP/Shabdarth/0790/19-20 





(Dr B.L. Sherwal) 
Director, RGSSHS | 


A ND-NDE 
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Plea in HC for 
creation of new 
landfill site 


No bond relief for those 
with private lawyers: HC 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday sought the res¬ 
ponse of the Centre, the ci¬ 
ty government and the civ¬ 
ic bodies here on a 
petition seeking creation 
of a new landfill site for 
dumping solid waste and 
garbage generated in the 
Capital. 

A Bench of Chief Justice 
D.N. Patel and Justice C. 
Hari Shankar issued notic¬ 
es to the Environment Mi¬ 
nistry, the Delhi govern¬ 
ment and the three 
municipal corporations. 

The petition, filed by 
NGO Anti Corruption 
Council of India, has 
sought directions to stop 
dumping of waste at the 
existing landfills in Ghazi- 
pur, Bhalswa and Okhla. 

The plea claimed that 
the existing sites are filled 
beyond capacity and pose 
a health risk to those living 
near them. It further 
claimed that chemicals 
from the sites had contam¬ 
inated the groundwater. 

The High Court has 
posted the case for further 
hearing on December 9. 


Court to hear matter again on Dec. 6 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday observed that 
no relaxation be given to un¬ 
dertrials who pay fees to 
private lawyers to represent 
them but cite poverty as a 
reason for not furnishing a 
bond on being granted bail. 

A Bench of Chief Justice 
D.N. Patel and Justice C. Ha¬ 
ri Shankar said, “We do not 
want to give too much relax¬ 
ation... Those who are alrea¬ 
dy released are released, we 
are not going to show too 
much relaxation”. 

The HC’s observation 
came while hearing a peti¬ 
tion by advocate Ajay Ver- 
ma, who contended that 
hundreds of people were 
languishing in Tihar Jail des¬ 
pite grant of bail. 

The Bench asked Delhi 
government standing coun¬ 
sel Rahul Mehra to apprise it 
on the next date of hearing 
whether any undertrial pri¬ 
soner has absconded after 
getting the relaxation of not 
furnishing the bail bond. 

Earlier report by the pri¬ 



son authorities stated that 
295 prisoners have been re¬ 
leased on bail without bond. 

Claiming poverty 

It also asked the govern¬ 
ment counsel to find out if 
the undertrials, who are 
claiming poverty, have been 
engaging private lawyers to 
defend themselves in the 
cases or are getting legal aid. 

The High Court listed the 
matter for further hearing 
on December 6. 

The petition has blamed 
the trial courts for not exer¬ 
cising the option of personal 
bond for financially unsta¬ 
ble prisoners and said it was 
a “misuse of discretionary 
powers by the judicial sys¬ 
tem”. 



OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL. DR.RADHAKRISHNAN 


GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE. HAMIRPUR (HP) 



No.HFW-HMR-GMC-Store/Tender(Community Medicine)/2019/- Dated, Hamirpurthe 


LIMITED TENDER NOTICE 


Properly sealed tenders are invited for providing of equipments, models, Charts 
etc. in the Department of Community Medicine, Dr.Radhakrishnan Government 
Medical College, Hamirpur, so as to reach in this office on or before 
01/11/2019 up-to 12-30PM, thereafterno tender shall be entertained. The 
offer will beopened on same day at 2-00PM in the presence of the prospective 
tenderers who may wish to remain present. 

Tender document containing specifications and 
terms& conditions can be purchased from the office of theundersigned on any 
working day between 10AM to5PM upto 31/10/2019 at the cost of Rs.500/-only 
which is non-refundable. The tenders sent by post or courier will be entertained 
only, ifthese are actually received by the specific date & time. The tender form 
can be viewed from Medical college website http://www.rqmchamirpur.org/ . 

The tender must be accompanied with an earnest 
amount Rs.5,000/-(Rupees Five Thousand only) in the shape of DD/Banker 
Cheque and payable to the Principal, Dr. RKGMC Hamirpur. Tender without 
earnest money or short or not in form specified above will be rejected 
straightway. 

In case any date mentioned above happens to be a 
holiday next day will be considered as due date. 


Sd/- 


Joint Director (Admn.), 


HP/2393/19-20 


Dr. RKGMC,Hamirpur-HP 


PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE 
APPEARANCE OF ACCUSED PERSONS 


See Section 82 Cr.P.C. 

Whereas complaint has been made before me that 
accused 1. Harsh Nirman S/o Ram Avtar R/o H.No. 1186, 
1st Floor, Gali No. 4, Rohtash Nagar, Shahdara, Delhi 
2nd Add.: H.No. 1567, Gali Boriyan, Sita Ram Bazar, 
Delhi 2. Kunal Choudhary S/o Sanjay Kumar and 
3. Chinu Choudhary W/o Kunal Choudhary R/o Flat No. 
151, Pocket-7, Sector-21, Rohini, Delhi-85 have 
committed (or are suspected to have committed) the 
offence FIR No. 105/19 u/s 365/366/34 IPC P.S. Hauz 
Qazi, Delhi and it have been returned to a warrant of 
arrest thereupon issued that the said 1. Harsh Nirman; 
2. Kunal Choudhary and 3. Chinu Choudhary cannot 
be found and whereas it have been shown to my 
satisfaction that the said 1. Harsh Nirman; 2. Kunal 
Choudhary and 3. Chinu Choudhary absconded (or are 
concealing themselves to avoid the service of the said 
warrant). Proclamation is hereby made that the said 
1. Harsh Nirman; 2. Kunal Choudhary and 3. Chinu 
Choudhary accused of FIR No. 105/19 u/s 365/366/34 
IPC are required to appear before this Court to answer the 
said complaint on or before 11.11.2019. 

By Order: Sh. Dinesh Kumar 
Metropolitan Magistrate -08 
dp /661 8/cd/i 9 Room No. 272, Tis Hazari Courts, Delhi 


Court extends 
ED remand of 
Talwar’s aide 
in AI route 
allocation case 


NIRNIMESH KUMAR 

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 

A Delhi court on Wednes¬ 
day extended for nine days 
the Enforcement Directo¬ 
rate’s custody of Yasmeen 
Kapoor, a close aide of cor¬ 
porate lobbyist Deepalc Tal- 
war, in a money laundering 
case borne of the CBI case 
regarding surrender of lu¬ 
crative national and inter¬ 
national air routes by Air 
India to foreign and dom¬ 
estic private airlines in lieu 
of illegal gratification. 

Counsel for the probe 
agency submitted that ac¬ 
cused’s further custody 
was required to probe a 
deep-rooted conspiracy. 

Mr. Talwar allegedly 
managed to secure favour¬ 
able traffic rights for priv¬ 
ate airlines in lieu of illegal 
gratification to the tune of 
t272 crore. Investigation 
revealed that Mr. Talwar 
created a web of entities 
owned by him and his fa¬ 
mily members in India and 
offshore havens to launder 
the money, the ED alleged. 

The allegations against 
Mr. Talwar and other ac¬ 
cused persons in the case 
lodged by the CBI are that 
officials of the Ministry of 
Civil Aviation, National 
Aviation Company of India 
Limited and Air India made 
Air India surrender profit¬ 
making routes and timings 
to foreign and domestic 
private airlines. 


HIMACHAL PRADESH IRRIGATION AND PUBLIC HEATH DEPARTMENT 

NOTICE INVITING TENDER 

On line bids on item rate basis are invited by the Executive Engineer IPH Division, Jhandutta on behalf of Governor 
of Himachal Pradesh, in electronic tendering system in two covers for the under mentioned work from the 
contractor/firms of appropriate class enlisted with HP IPH Department. 

S. 

No. 

Name of work 

Estimated 

Cost 

EMD Cost 
of Tender 

Time of 
completion 

Cost of 
form 

1 . 

Providing Flood Protection work in Saryali Khad from 
Talai to Bagroo in Tehsil Jhandutta Distt. Bilaspur (H.P.) 
SH:- Providing wire crate embankment on Left Bank at 
RD 840 to 1050, 1500 to 1635, 1785 to 1845,3720 to 
4020, 6720 to 6990 and Right Bank at RD,s 450 to 510, 
1815 to 1845, 2220 to 2310, 4270 to 4340, 5070 to 5220 
and 6660 to 6890 ) 

33638112/- 

368900/- 

One 

year 

2500/- 

1 Last date of filling / uploading the tender through E-tendering mode is: 21.10.2019 upto 11.00 AM, which 
shall be opened/ down loaded on dated: 21.10.2019 at 11.30 AM 

2 The NIT and other detailed conditions can be down loaded from the website https/ hptenders.gov.in 

Executive Engineer, 

hp / 2390/19-20 him suchanaavam jan sampark l&PH Division Jhandutta 


\r~L 


m NORTH CENTRAL RAILWAY, ALLAHABAD 


E-Tcnderina Tender Notice 

Divisional Railway Manager (Works) N.C. Railway. Jhansi, for and on behalf of President of Int 
"Open Tender" through on line (E ■Tondering) for the fallowing work. 

Jhansi Division 

Ha invites sealed 

Description of work 

E-Tender 

H <s. 

Approx 
Cost (7) 

Earnest 

Money 

Cost of Tender 
Form (Tj 

Provision of Retro reflective lltumlneous type boards 
at Level Crossing. Curves. Bridges, 1. WR TP. TG 
indicator boards in the jurisdiction of ADEM/CKTD. 

JHS-Engg- 

E-2019* 

1S2 

T 

4967605 22 

* 

99400.00 

r 

3150.06 

Part "A" Heavy repair to bridges approaches. stone 
pitching of Important bridge and rehabilitation to under 
water bridge structure in jurisdiction of ADEN/CKTD. 

Part "B" Repair to various bridges in the section of Exd. 
BANDA- ExcL MKP In the jurisdiction of ADENVCKTD. 

JHS-Engg- 

E-2019- 

159 

* 

8118535021 

* 

162400.00 

T 

5250 00 

Dale of closing Tender: 06. 11.2019 at 15.00 hrs. Dale of completion f period from issue acceptance letter; 
Sr. No. 1- 03 Months and Sr.No.2-06 Months. * Tender online can be submitted up lo 15.00 hrs on 06,11.2019. * For full 
details and submission of bid. please see Ihe Indian Railwav website www.ireps.gov.in. 1442J10 TA 

\T\ N o H h « ntra! railways www ncdndlanrailways govin < 

*'} railway nortbcentral@CPRONCR 


Shehla Rashid quits electoral politics 

Former university student leader says she cannot legitimise suppression of Kashmiris 


A Even as people are deprived 
* of the means to call an ambu¬ 
lance and other emergency services, 
the Centre is soon going to hold 
elections to the Block Development 
Councils, in an attempt to showcase i 
normalcy’ to the outside world w 


Former student Leader 





STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Former Jawaharlal Nehru 
University Students’ Union 
vice-president Shehla Rash¬ 
id, who made her foray into 
mainstream politics six 
months ago, announced on 
Wednesday that she was 
quitting electoral politics in 
Kashmir. 

The announcement of the 
Block Development Council 
elections in Jammu and 
Kashmir despite ongoing 
lockdown on millions of citi¬ 
zens for over two months 
prompted the decision, Ms. 
Rashid said, adding: “I can¬ 
not be a party to the exer¬ 
cise of legitimising the sup¬ 
pression of people”. 

“Even as people are de¬ 
prived of the means to call 


an ambulance and other 
emergency services, the 
Centre is soon going to hold 
elections to the Block Deve¬ 
lopment Councils, in an at¬ 
tempt to showcase ‘normal¬ 
cy’ to the outside world. In 
such a situation, I consider it 
my moral responsibility to 
speak up and clarify my 
stance on the electoral pro¬ 
cess and the way forward,” 
she said in a statement. 


Ms. Rashid said she 
joined politics as she be¬ 
lieved that it was possible to 
deliver both justice as well 
as good governance, and al¬ 
so work for the resolution of 
the Kashmir issue as per the 
wishes of the people of Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir and that 
this would have been possi¬ 
ble if “the government res¬ 
pected the rule of law”. 

“In view of mounting in¬ 


ternational pressure on the 
Indian government to end 
the siege in Kashmir, the 
Centre now wants to show¬ 
case a sham electoral exer¬ 
cise in order to convince the 
world that it is still a democ¬ 
racy. However, what is un¬ 
derway is not democracy, 
but the murder of democra¬ 
cy,” Ms. Rashid said in her 
statement. 

She futher alleged that 
the Centre was planning to 
instal puppet leaders. 

‘Stand in solidarity’ 

“I would, therefore, like to 
make clear my dissociation 
with the electoral main¬ 
stream in Kashmir. I stand in 
solidarity with my people 
who are being made to suff¬ 
er for the most basic of 


amenities and being de¬ 
prived of the most basic of 
rights. I cannot be party to 
the exercise of legitimising 
the brutal suppression of 
my people,” Mr. Rashid said. 

“I will continue to be an 
activist and raise my voice 
against injustice on all fronts 
that do not require a com¬ 
promise and I will continue 
to put my energy behind the 
Supreme Court petition 
seeking the restoration of 
special status of the State, 
and the reversal of bifurca¬ 
tion of the State,” she said in 
her statement. 

Ms. Rashid has joined the 
Jammu and Kashmir Peo¬ 
ple’s Movement, which has 
been floated by former In¬ 
dian Administrative Service 
officer Shah Faisal. 


A child has right to affection 
of both parents, says SC 

‘Visitation rights must be granted with this in view’ 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court said fa¬ 
mily courts should grant vis¬ 
itation rights in such a man¬ 
ner that a child is not 
deprived of the love and 
care of either parent. 

A Bench led by Justice 
Deepak Gupta said the inter¬ 
est of the child should be 
kept foremost in custody 
battles between separated 
parents. “A child has the 
right to affection of both his 
parents,” Justice Gupta not¬ 
ed in a two-page order. 

The order is based on a 
plea by a man for custody of 
his child, who is with the 
wife. The court declined to 
interfere with the Family 
Court’s order granting the 
custody of the child to the 
mother. The Bench, howev¬ 
er, gave the man liberty to 
approach the Family Court 
for enhancement of his visi¬ 
tation rights. 

“We direct the Family 
Court to ensure that visita¬ 
tion rights are fixed in such a 
manner that the child gets to 
know and love his father. A 
child has a right to the affec¬ 
tion of both his parents and 
the Family Court shall en¬ 
sure that visitation rights are 
granted in such a manner,” 
Justice Gupta wrote. 



He said the Family Court 
should also make suitable 
arrangements during vaca¬ 
tions keeping the interest of 
the child foremost. 

On July 22, the apex court 
had, in a different case, 
agreed to examine provi¬ 
sions in family laws which 
allow exclusive custody of 
children to just one parent 
after, probably, an ugly mar¬ 
ital separation. 

The petition filed by Sulo- 
chana Rani has sought a re¬ 
form in the family laws and 
raised several concerns re¬ 
garding why children can¬ 
not enjoy the benefits of 
shared parenting. The cus¬ 
tody and guardianship of a 
child with just one separat¬ 
ed parent, while giving the 
other mere visitation rights 
over the child, is a violation 
of the fundamental right of a 
child to enjoy the love and 
care of both parents. 

The right of a child to love 
and to be loved is already re¬ 


cognised as a fundamental 
right and is to be protected. 
When custody is entrusted 
to one parent, the well-be¬ 
ing of the child and the right 
to an enhanced quality of 
life during crucial years of 
personal development will 
be severely affected. 

The petition had listed a 
number of provisions in va¬ 
rious family law statutes 
which discriminate on the 
custodial rights of separated 
parents solely on the basis 
of their gender. It said the fa¬ 
mily laws of the present lack 
a child-centric approach, 
which is based on the idea 
of shared parenting. 

"The legal provisions 
which currently exist as per 
personal laws are in the na¬ 
ture of entrusting the custo¬ 
dy of children exclusively to 
one parent in case of separa¬ 
tion. The statutes create a 
strong presumption in fa¬ 
vour of exclusive custody. 
This presumption severely 
affects the fundamental 
rights of the spouse who has 
been denied custody rights 
and the fundamental rights 
of the child who will be de¬ 
prived of care and love of 
both parents. This scheme 
of statutes requires reforma¬ 
tion,” Ms. Rani had contend¬ 
ed in her petition. 


CBI gets 2 more months 
for Asthana case probe 

‘Response from U.S., UAE is awaited’ 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday granted two 
months to the CBI to com¬ 
plete the probe in a bribery 
case involving its then Spe¬ 
cial Director Rakesh Astha¬ 
na. Justice Vibhu Balchru 
said further time would not 
be given. 

Additional Solicitor Gen¬ 
eral Vikramjit Banerjee, re¬ 
presenting the CBI, said Let¬ 
ters Rogatory (LRs) had 
been sent to the U.S. and the 
UAE last month and last 
week respectively. 

As the response was 
awaited, the investigation 
could not be completed, he 
said. The LR is a formal re¬ 
quest from a court to a fo¬ 
reign court seeking judicial 
assistance. 

Asked for three months 

The ASG urged the High 
Court to grant at least three 
more months to complete 
the probe. 

The counsel for the three 
accused, Mr. Asthana, agen¬ 
cy’s Dy. SP Devender Kumar 
and businessman Manoj 
Prasad, opposed the CBI’s 
plea contending that as per 
the Code of Criminal Proce¬ 
dure and the CBI Manual, 
the time period for any in¬ 
vestigation to be concluded 
could not be extended 



Rakesh Asthana 


beyond 90 days and one 
year, respectively. 

The CBI also filed its sta¬ 
tus report detailing the 
steps taken by it to complete 
the investigation in a sealed 
cover. 

In January, the High 
Court had directed the CBI 
to complete its investigation 
within 10 weeks noting that 
the allegations of bribery 
against Mr. Asthana could 
only be known after a tho¬ 
rough inquiry. 

Subsequently, it had been 
extending the time required 
to complete the investiga¬ 
tion on the CBI’s plea. 

The FIR was registered on 
October 15 last year against 
Mr. Asthana, Mr. Kumar, Mr. 
Prasad and others on a writ¬ 
ten complaint of Sana Satish 
Babu containing allegations 
of harassment and extortion 
in connection with the in¬ 
vestigation of a case related 
to meat exporter Moin Ak- 
htar Qureshi. 


Builders, govt, agencies told to spray dust suppressants 

Substance forms a layer of moisture over surfaces; it is expected to decrease dust pollution 


NIKH IL M BABU 

NEW DELHI 

In a first, the Delhi Pollution 
Control Committee on Wed¬ 
nesday ordered that all con¬ 
struction and road-owning 
agencies have to spray dust 
suppressants at construction 
sites and “dusty patches” of 
roads to control emissions or 
else face action. Individual 
constructions are exempted 
from the order, said officials. 

Dust suppressant is a 
powder which is mixed with 
water or a polymer and 
sprayed to form a layer of 
moisture over surfaces, thus 
controlling dust being raised 
into the air. 

Construction and road 
dust is one of the major caus¬ 
es of pollution in the city. 

“All construction agencies 
must use dust suppressants 


to control fugitive emissions 
from process and stored con¬ 
struction materials. All road¬ 
owning agencies must use 
dust suppressants on dusty 
patches to control road re¬ 
suspension dust,” a letter 
written by the DPCC to diffe¬ 
rent government agencies, 
accessed by The Hindu, said. 

The DPCC has written to 
the municipal bodies, Delhi 
Development Authority, Del¬ 
hi Metro Rail Corporation, 
among others. 

“The order is not for 
smaller individual construc¬ 
tions, but for builders and 
government agencies which 
are involved in housing and 
infra projects,” an official 
told The Hindu. Violators 
can face up to “six years in 
prison and fine”, as per Air 
(prevention and control of 



Construction and road dust is 
one of the major causes of 
pollution in the city. 


pollution) Act, 1981. 

The study 

The Central Pollution Con¬ 
trol Board (CPCB) had last 
year ordered a study to be 
done by the National Envi¬ 
ronmental Engineering Re¬ 
search Institute (NEERI) on 


the use of dust suppressants 
mixed with water to control 
emissions. After the study 
showed positive results, the 
CPCB advised the DPCC to is¬ 
sue directions. 

Last month, the CPCB had 
told DPCC: “Considering the 
need of alternate measures 
for effective control of pollu¬ 
tion during the upcoming 
winter season, the DPCC 
may consider issuing in¬ 
structions to road-owning 
agencies and government 
construction agencies for 
use of dust suppressants on 
unpaved roads, roads with 
heavy traffic and construc¬ 
tion sites.” 

“Dust suppressants have 
been traditionally used in 
mining industry. It is not a 
permanent solution and has 
to be re-applied after six to 


eight hours,” said Rakesh Ku¬ 
mar, Director of NEERI. 

He said that the best prac¬ 
tice is to avoid keeping con¬ 
struction materials in the 
open and not leaving dust 
along the road. 

Not aware 

Meanwhile, builders said 
that they are not aware of the 
development. 

“Builders and contractors 
are not aware of the study or 
dust suppressants. The go¬ 
vernment should have dis¬ 
cussed with us before issuing 
the order,” said Rajiv Goyal, 
chairman (Delhi chapter) of 
the Builders Association of 
India. “We also live in Delhi 
and will be more than happy 
to implement it, if it reduces 
the pollution, but we are cur¬ 
rently unaware of it.” 


Tiwari hears grievances of street vendors ; City marathon to host 

Delhi BJP president accuses CM of not fulfilling promises several green initiatives 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Delhi BJP president Manoj Ti¬ 
wari held a meeting with a de¬ 
legation of the Rehri-Patri Un¬ 
ion and members of Town 
Vending Committees (TVC) at 
his residence on Wednesday. 

The meeting was held to 
address livelihood and busi¬ 
ness issues being faced by 
street vendors in the festive 
season which, they com¬ 
plained, was due to harass¬ 
ment by government officials, 
read a statement issued by 
the party. 


“We [the BJP] have been 
trying to solve your pro¬ 
blems at every level but the 
Arvind Kejriwal-led govern¬ 
ment has not formed TVCs as 
yet even after 56 months,” 
Mr. Tiwari was quoted as 
having told the delegation. 

“Mr. Kejriwal came to 
power with the support of 
roadside traders but after 
coming to power he did not 
fulfil any of the promises he 
had made to them,” Mr. Ti¬ 
wari said. 

According to the state¬ 
ment, the vendors com¬ 


plained that they were suffer¬ 
ing due to the “anti-people 
policies” of the Delhi govern¬ 
ment and harassment that 
was being “encouraged” by 
AAP MLAs and Ministers. 

The North East Delhi MP 
said that an open forum 
would be organised to solve 
the problems of the vendors, 
which would include the 
Mayors of the three civic bo¬ 
dies in addition to the res¬ 
pective municipal commis¬ 
sioners and representatives 
from the Delhi Police, read 
the statement. 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

Organisers of the Airtel Del¬ 
hi Half Marathon, sche¬ 
duled to be held on Octob¬ 
er 20, said that the event 
will have a host of ‘green in¬ 
itiatives’, including effi¬ 
cient management of waste 
along the route. 

The event has also part¬ 
nered with the Delhi Metro 
Rail Corporation (DMRC), 
which will provide special 
metro services for partici¬ 
pants to reach the venue. 

Organisers said that to 


reduce the use of plastic, 
water will be distributed in 
paper cups (with water- 
based coating and no plas¬ 
tic lining) along the route 
and venue. 

The organisers claimed 
that the move would avoid 
the use of over two lakh 
plastic bottles. The event 
will also be upcylcling all 
the material used for adver¬ 
tising during the race. To 
reduce vehicular pollution, 
special bus services will fer¬ 
ry runners to the venue at 
Jai Singh Marg. 
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DELHI #CTimings 


THURSDAY, OCT. 10 


# RISE 06:19 

SET 

17:58 

C RISE 16:23 

SET 

03:00 

FRIDAY, OCT. 11 



# RISE 06:19 

SET 

17:57 

C RISE 16:55 

SET 

03:53 

SATURDAY, OCT. 12 


RISE 06:20 

SET 

17:55 

C RISE 17:27 

SET 

04:45 

Delhi Weather 

Delhi City 

max min 

34 20 

Safdarjang 


34 20 

Palam 


o 

CM 

CO 

CO 


Delhi Palam Today 
34°C A hazy and pleasant 
morning turns into a warm day 
with few clouds. Night will be 
pleasant. 


Delhi Palam Tomorrow 
34°C Dry and warm weather 
with few clouds during day to 
continue. Night will be 
pleasant. 


© Copyright Skymet Weather 2019 
All rights reserved. 


IN BRIEF 


Voice samples taken 

SHAHJAHANPUR (U.P.) 

The voice samples of former 
Union Minister 
Chinmayanand and the law 
student who has accused him 
of rape were taken at the 
Forensic Science Laboratory 
in Lucknow on Wednesday, pti 


U.P. police version in Jhansi 
encounter under scanner 


Pushpendra Yadav killed in a staged encounter, alleges family 


OMAR RASHID 

LUCKNOW 

While the family of Jhansi re¬ 
sident Pushpendra Yadav 
has alleged that he was killed 
in a staged encounter, the 
police version has come un¬ 
der further question after 
conflicting statements were 
issued by two district police 
officers. 

According to the state¬ 
ment by Jhansi Senior Supe¬ 
rintendent of Police (SSP) 
Om Prakash Singh, on Oc¬ 
tober 5, the night of the inci¬ 
dent, the Station House Of¬ 
ficer (SHO) of Moth, 
Dharmendra Singh Chau- 
han, was returning to Jhansi 
from Kanpur in his private 
car after a two-day leave, 
when he received a call from 
a local, purportedly Push¬ 
pendra. The person on the 
other end of the phone 
asked him to meet him at an 
intersection, said the SSP. 

Mr. Chauhan was “alone” 



Akhilesh Yadav visits the family of Pushpendra Yadav in Jhansi 
on Wednesday, -special arrangement 


and in plainclothes, said the 
SSP, adding that as soon as 
the SHO stopped his car and 
rolled down the window to 
look around, the accused 
fired at him. 

Doesn’t tally 

The SHO’s description of the 
incident, however, does not 
tally with this. Talking to the 
media from his hospital bed, 
where he is recovering from 


injuries allegedly suffered 
during the encounter, Mr. 
Chauhan says he had gone 
out from his police station 
for patrolling and checking 
duty on the night of the inci¬ 
dent. He said he was accom¬ 
panied by a constable, Sau- 
rabh, and both of them were 
in a private car. “At the Bam- 
rauli intersection around 9 
p.m., a person waved [at us] 
and I stopped the car. He 


Pollution time 



Stubble being burned in a field at Assandh in Karnal district of Haryana on Wednesday, -sandeep saxena 

Jharkhand ML A gets 18-month jail term 

Dhullo Mahto, 4 others convicted for helping a person flee from police custody 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

PATNA 

Dhullo Mahto, the Bharatiya 
Janat Party MLA from Bagh- 
mara in Dhanbad district of 
Jharkhand, and four others 
were convicted by a local 
court on Wednesday and 
sentenced to 18 months in 
jail for helping a person flee 
from police custody. 

One acquitted 

Sub-Divisional Magistrate 
Shikha Agrawal found the 


five guilty under Indian Pe¬ 
nal Code sections 353 (as¬ 
sault to deter a public ser¬ 
vant from discharge of his 
duty) and 325 (punishment 
for voluntarily causing grie¬ 
vous hurt) but acquitted 
another accused. 

Bail granted 

The court, however, granted 
bail to all the five convicts on 
the condition that each 
should furnish a surety 
bond ofH0,000. 


The incident happened 
on May 12,2013, when a man 
named Rajesh Gupta was ar¬ 
rested on a court's order. 
Mahto and his supporters 
reached the police station, 
attacked the policemen and 
took away Gupta forcibly. 

He was again arrested a 
few days later and spent 11 
months in jail. 

The BJP MLA is known for 
his influence in the coal min¬ 
ing areas of Dhanbad. 

Several criminal cases 


have been lodged against 
him in the district. 

Twice winner 

In 2009, he won the As¬ 
sembly poll as a candidate of 
the Babulal Marandi-led 
Jharkhand Vikas Morcha. In 
2014, he retained the seat 
but on a BJP ticket. 

Mahto’s advocate said 
that his client will challenge 
the order in Jharkhand High 
Court. 

(With inputs from PTI) 


Curfew imposed in 
Rajasthan’s Malpura 

Communal tension in the area 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

JAIPUR 

Curfew was imposed in Ra¬ 
jasthan’s Malpura town of 
Tonk district on Wednesday 
after some miscreants pelt¬ 
ed stones at a Dussehra pro¬ 
cession last night, triggering 
communal tension in the 
area. 

SP Tonk Adarsh Siddhu 
said the curfew was im¬ 
posed in view of the tension 
and Internet mobile servic¬ 
es were also stopped to pre¬ 
vent rumour mongering. 

“We have arrested one 
person and detained a few 
others. Efforts to identify 
the other accused are being 
made,” he said. 

BJP dharna 

Upset over the incident, BJP 
MLA Kanhaiya Lai and other 
leaders staged a dharna in 
front of the Malpura police 
station demanding arrest of 
the accused and removal of 
the Malpura SDM. 


We have arrested 
one person and 
detained a few 
others 

ADARSH SIDDHU 
SP, Tonk 

“The dharna was called 
off when officials assured us 
of proper action. Ravana’s 
effigy could not be burnt last 
night and personnel of the 
municipality burnt the effi¬ 
gy amid tight security at 4 
a.m. on Wednesday and the 
curfew was imposed,” the 
BJP MLA said. 

Mr. Lai alleged that there 
was no adequate security ar¬ 
rangement when the Dus¬ 
sehra procession was being 
taken out. “Such incidents 
have occurred in the area in 
the past also but this time, 
the district administration 
and police were not alert,” 
he claimed. 

SHO Malpura police sta¬ 
tion Dalpat Singh said some 
of the accused are minors. 


Punjab police team 
attacked in Haryana 

Not informed, say Haryana police 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

A Punjab police team carry¬ 
ing out a raid in neighbour¬ 
ing Haryana on Wednesday 
came under attack from lo¬ 
cals, leaving several mem¬ 
bers of the unit injured. 

A villager also died after 
he was hit by a bullet in the 
melee. 

Reacting to the develop¬ 
ment, the Haryana police 
said it happened owing to 
procedural lapses on the 
part of their Punjab 
counterparts. 

Team rescued 

A team of Bathinda police 
had gone to Desu Jodha vil¬ 
lage in Sirsa district in Ha¬ 
ryana to arrest a person al¬ 
legedly involved in drug 
trafficking. It had to be res¬ 
cued by the Haryana police 
after being attacked by 
villagers. 

An official spokesperson 
of Haryana Police said the 


vehicle the Bathinda police 
team arrived in was also 
torched by the villagers. “In 
self-defence, the police 
team fired in the air. The vil¬ 
lagers fired gunshots at the 
police - several personnel 
as well as villagers sustained 
injuries. A head constable 
who sustained serious inju¬ 
ries has been admitted at a 
hospital in Bathinda,” said 
the spokesperson. 

Investigation on 

While the spokesperson 
said the Haryana police are 
investigating the matter, he 
added that the Bathinda 
team should have, in accor¬ 
dance with standard operat¬ 
ing procedure, informed the 
local police before conduct¬ 
ing the raid. 

“No such information 
was given to the Sirsa police 
in this case, which shows a 
procedural lapse on the part 
of Bathinda police,” said the 
spokesperson. 


came close and pulled out 
his country pistol and fired,” 
said Mr. Chauhan, not men¬ 
tioning any phone calls. 

When asked if he was re¬ 
turning from his leave, as 
stated by the SSP, the SHO 
said he had returned from 
leave the same day and gone 
out for patrolling. The SHO 
claimed the accused shot 
and fled with his mobile 
phone and vehicle. 

Additional Director Gen¬ 
eral of Police-Law and Order 
P.V. Ramasastry said the alle¬ 
gations levelled by the family 
of the deceased will be in¬ 
cluded in the investigation of 
the alleged encounter. A ma¬ 
gisterial probe has been or¬ 
dered to probe the incident. 

Mr. Ramasastry said the 
post mortem done on the 
body would also be a part of 
the investigation, but when 
asked if the SHO was on duty 
during the incident, he 
ducked the question. 

Statue of 

Ambedkar 

vandalised 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MUZAFFARNAGAR (U.P.) 

Tension prevailed in Tigai 
village here after a statue of 
B.R. Ambedkar was found 
damaged, police said on 
Wednesday. 

Angry people took to the 
streets to protest over the 
incident which was report¬ 
ed on Tuesday, they said. 

Station House officer 
Santosh Kumar Singh said 
a case has been registered 
against unidentified per¬ 
sons for vandalising the 
statue. The damaged sta¬ 
tue has been repaired, he 
said. 

Police said security has 
been tightened in the vil¬ 
lage and additional person¬ 
nel have been deployed. 


Mass transfers of teachers 
create difficulties in schools 

Rajasthan govt.’s decision flayed over its impact on studies 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

JAIPUR 

The mass-scale transfers of 
principals and teachers of 
government schools carried 
out in Rajasthan have creat¬ 
ed difficulties for thousands 
of students in the middle of 
their academic session. 
Though the Congress go¬ 
vernment has claimed that a 
“transparent process” was 
adopted for transfers, the 
teachers, students and their 
parents are agitated over its 
impact on studies. 

While the Minister of 
State for Education, Govind 
Singh Dotasara, had an¬ 
nounced that the transfers 
would stop on September 
30, the spate of transfer or¬ 
ders issued in back dates 
even after the deadline have 
peeved the teachers, who 
were shifted to far-off places 
without their consent. 

The Opposition BJP lead¬ 
ers, teachers’ organisations 
and parents of students have 
alleged corruption, favouri¬ 
tism and political interfe¬ 
rence in the process of 
transfers. 

On a single day, 7,964 
teachers - including 2,606 
principals and 286 headmas¬ 
ters - were transferred 
across the State, disturbing 
the academic calendar, 
schedule of studies and the 
teachers’ focus on complet¬ 
ing the work assigned to 
them. 

Few takers to claim 

Mr. Dotasara’s claim that the 
transfer process was initiat¬ 
ed after getting online appli¬ 
cations from teachers has 
had few takers. Rajasthan 
Teachers and Panchayati Raj 
Employees’ Federation pre¬ 
sident N.S. Sisodia said the 
teachers who genuinely 
needed transfer for personal 
issues were ignored and 
those with political in¬ 
fluence were shifted to their 
desired places despite the 
online system. 

The teachers’ bodies have 



Students protesting against transfer of their teachers 
outside a govt, school in Barmer district. 


demanded formulation of a 
transfer policy stipulating 
both urban and rural post¬ 
ings to take care of schools 
in the remote villages being 
run without teachers. Rajas¬ 
than Shikshak Sangh presi¬ 
dent Siyaram Sharma said 
the transfers still being done 
in back dates after the Sep¬ 
tember 30 deadline clearly 
indicated “irregularities in 
the entire exercise”. 

Hundreds of students 
have staged demonstrations 
outside the government 
school buildings, put locks 
on their gates and blocked 
roads in several towns to 
protest against the transfer 
of their teachers. The agitat¬ 
ing students were joined by 
the local villagers and pan- 
chayat members in Dausa, 
Jodhpur, Barmer, Tonk, Ha- 
numangarh and Baran 
districts. 

Vijay Singh Sodha, Sar- 
panch of Barmer’s Bawri Ka- 
lan village, said the Educa¬ 
tion Department had 
transferred two teachers 
from the Higher Secondary 
School without paying heed 
to the villagers’ long-pend¬ 
ing demand for filling up the 
vacant posts. “When there 
are no teachers, why will the 
villagers send their children 
to school? We are left with 
no option but to lock the 
school.” 

Senior BJP leader and 
former Education Minister 


■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


Vasudev Devnani has de¬ 
nounced the State govern¬ 
ment’s “politically biased” 
decision to transfer a large 
number of teachers, which 
he said would affect the aca¬ 
demic performance of stu¬ 
dents. 

“The Congress treats 
transfers as an industry. 
Cancer patients, deserted 
women and widows have 
been transferred to the plac¬ 
es 500 km away from their 
residence. This is sheer in¬ 
justice,” he said. 

‘Discontent, prejudices’ 

Mr. Devnani said the State’s 
ranking in educational excel¬ 
lence in the country had im¬ 
proved from 26th to second 
position during the previous 
BJP regime. The anarchy in 
schools would destroy all 
the past achievements and 
pollute the educational at¬ 
mosphere with discontent 
and prejudices, he said. 

A forum representing the 
teachers who were felicitat¬ 
ed for their achievements 
has also protested against 
the large-scale transfers, 
while pointing out that the 
Congress government had 
violated its own decision to 
give preference to them. Ov¬ 
er 20 teachers rewarded in 
the past, who had not even 
applied online, were trans¬ 
ferred to far-off places, fo¬ 
rum’s general secretary R.P. 
Sharma said. 
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Office of the Executive Engineer 

MINOR IRRIGATION DIVISION GUMLA 

Very Short Tender Notice 
e-Procurement Notice Singal bid System 

Tender Reference No. WRD/MID/GUMLA - F2- 31 / 2019-20 

Date03.10.2019 


1 . 

Name of the work 

Renovation of Lohari Nala 

M. I. Scheme, Block 

Palkot, District-Gumla. 

2. 

Estimated Cost (Rs.) 

Rs. 193.782 Lakh 

3. 

Time of Completion 

335 days 

4. 

Date of Publication of Tender 
on website 

15.10.2019 up to 2:00 PM 

5. 

Last date/Time for submission 
of bids 

21.10.2019 5.00 PM 

6. 

Name & address of office 
Inviting tender (e-Procurement 
Officer) 

Executive Engineer 

Minor Irrigation Division- 
Gumla. 

Karamtoli Road, Gumla. 

7. 

Contact no. of e-Procurement 
officer 

9431383699 

8. 

E-Mail ID 

eemidgum@gmail.com 

9. 

Helpline number of e- 
Procurement cell 

0651-2491232 

Note Only e-Tenders will be accepted. 

Further details can be seen on 
website http://jharkhandtenders.gov.in 

Executive Engineer 

PR 218935 Minor Irrigation^ 9-20)D Minor Irrigation Division-Gumla. 


GOVERNMENT OF JAMMU AND KASHMIR 
KASHMIR BUREAU OF INFORMATION 

5-Prithvi Raj Road, New Delhi-110011, Ph.: Oil - 24611217, 24692393 
Fax: 24628995 Email: directordeputy74@gmail.com 


SHORTTERM TENDER NOTICE 

In continuation to short term tender notice published on 06-10-2019 
vide No. KBI/Advt/1846-49/2019 dated: 05-10-2019 after Pre Bid 
Meeting, The Kashmir Bureau of Information, Government of Jammu 
and Kashmir, 5- Prithvi Raj Road, New Delhi invite sealed quotation for 
the printing of Coffee Table Book. The tender shall comprise of :- 
1 .Technical Bid, as per following specifications:- 

A. Numberof pages 120 to 150 

B. Paper Quality-170 GSM Art Paper 

C. Size-9.5 inches* 13.5 

D. Landscape/Album Style 

E. Hard Binding with 2 jackets 

F. Delivery Time- 23rd of October,2019 

G. Quantity-1000 
2. Financial Bid 

The Technical Bids and Financial Bids shall be separate and sealed 
Envelops. 

The sealed cover containing the bids superscripted “the tender notice for 
printing of Coffee Table Book” should be addressed to Deputy Director, 
Kashmir Bureau of Information, J&K House, 5-Prithvi Raj Road, New 
Delhi-110011 alongwith all the particulars of the agency as empanelled 
by Bureau of Outreach and Communication, Ministry of l&B (Publicity 
Wing) and dropped in tender box at Pota Cabin No-03, Kashmir Bureau 
of Information, J&K House, 5-Prithvi Raj Road, New Delhi-110011 by 
upto 11.00 A.M. on 14th of October, 2019. The bids received after 
stipulated date and time will not be considered. 

The bid opening date will be 14th of October, 2019 at 11.30 A.M. Vendor 
or his representative can be present at the time of opening of the sealed 
bids. 

Deputy Director Information 
Kashmir Bureau of Information, New Delhi 
Mobile No: 9888918303 


No. KBI/Advt/1850-53/2019 
Date: 09.10.2019 
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MAY THE WINDS BLOW... 

FOR THE BENEFIT OF HUMANITY CHEAP, POLLUTION FREE, 
SUSTAINABLE WIND ENERGY FOR ALL. 


5 th INTERNATIONAL WIND CONFERENCE 

(WE60 by 2022) 

Our Goal - 60 gigawatt of wind power by year 2022 


With an aim to help India attain self-sufficiency through 
harnessing sustainable energy, eminent International Speakers 
and renowned Indian Experts are converging to brainstorm and 
come up with solutions and methodologies to integrate wind 
generation for the benefit of the utility & stakeholders. 


Delegates are welcome to register immediately at www.windpro.org 

Ph : 044 4550 4036 

Email: iwpahq@windpro.org, secretary.general@windpro.org 
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Indian Wind Power Association 
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CBI quizzes news portal CEO 


Mathew Samuel claimed to have carried out sting operation 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

KOLICATA 

The Central Bureau of Inves¬ 
tigation on Wednesday inter¬ 
rogated Narada News portal 
CEO Mathew Samuel in con¬ 
nection with a sting opera¬ 
tion he claimed to have car¬ 
ried out five years ago, 
agency sources said. 

In the tapes that surfaced 
in 2016, ahead of the Bengal 
Assembly polls, persons re¬ 
sembling senior Trinamool 
Congress leaders and an IPS 
officer are seen accepting 
money from representatives 
of a fictitious company in re- 



S.M.H. Mirza was arrested 
Last month. ■ file photo 


turn for favours. 

Mr. Samuel, who had 
been questioned by the 
agency on earlier occasions, 
too, appeared before the CBI 
on Monday afternoon at its 


Nizam Palace office, sources 
said. 

The CBI made its first ar¬ 
rest in the case last month 
when it apprehended IPS of¬ 
ficer S.M.H. Mirza, who is 
currently injudicial custody. 

Prominent TMC leaders 
and Ministers, including 
Subrata Mukherjee, Subhen- 
du Adhikary and Sougata 
Roy, and senior BJP leader 
Mukul Roy, who quit the Ma- 
mata Banerjee-led party two 
years ago, have also been 
quizzed by the probe agency 
over the past few weeks in 
the case. 


GJM leader on hunger strike 

Binay Tamang is demanding 20% bonus for tea garden workers of Darjeeling hills 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLICATA 

Over the past 72 hours, Gork- 
ha Janmulcti Morcha leader 
Binay Tamang has been on 
hunger strike demanding 
20% bonus for the tea gar¬ 
den workers of the Darjeel¬ 
ing hills. 

Since the start of the fes¬ 
tive season, politics in the 
Darjeeling hills has been 
centred around bonus for 
the tea garden workers who 
earn Z176 a day. On October 
4, several trade unions or¬ 
ganised a 12-hour strike after 



GJM Leader Binay Tamang. 


■FILE PHOTO 

the talks between workers 
and managements failed. 

The demands of about 
50,000 workers working in 
87 tea gardens were taken up 
by Mr. Tamang, who on Oc¬ 


tober 6 sat on an indefinite 
hunger strike in their sup¬ 
port. “His health has dete¬ 
riorated,” Anit Thapa, chair¬ 
person of the Gorkhaland 
Territorial Administration 
and a close aide of Mr. Ta¬ 
mang, told The Hindu. 

On whether the State go¬ 
vernment is helping in the 
cause of Mr. Tamang, Mr. 
Thapa said, “The govern¬ 
ment is cooperating. But the 
decision on the bonus has to 
be taken at a tripartite meet¬ 
ing.” He added that the meet¬ 
ing scheduled on October 17 


will be advanced. By the 
evening, it was announced 
that it will be held on Octob¬ 
er 11. 

Saman Pathalc, leader of 
the Centre for Indian Trade 
Unions, the labour arm of 
the CPI(M), said the demand 
of tea garden workers is justi¬ 
fied. “It is a political decision 
of the GJM leader to sit on a 
hunger strike.” 

Meanwhile, Darjeeling MP 
Raju Bista issued a press re¬ 
lease earlier this week target¬ 
ing the TMC government and 
Mr. Tamang. 


FIR against IIT 
director, deans 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

GUWAHATI 

A research scholar at the 
Indian Institute of Technol- 
ogy-Guwahati has lodged a 
police complaint against 
the Institute’s director and 
deans for “abusing their 
positions as public ser¬ 
vants” in misusing public 
funds. Research scholar 
Vikrant Singh alleged that 
IIT-G Director T.G. Sitha- 
ram and the deans had in 
August organised a meet¬ 
ing at a five-star hotel in 
Guwahati and paid the bill 
from the Institute’s fund, 
which is a “public fund”. 
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iTc™ BLE STRATEGY [ Batch begins with OPEN SESSION 


* Foundation Classes 

* Revision classes through mind maps & slides 

* Focusing conceptual clarity, special focus on 
inter linkages & comparative study 

* Supported by lucid & updated notes 

* Test Series Included 

* Epoch®: Quality Enrichment Programme 
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Mitra's IAS 
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39. PUSA ROAD (SAMYAK TOWER 
OPP. METRO PILLAR NO. 120) 

8826469839 /9560928172/45505509 

mitrasiasclasses@gmail.com • Visit us : www.mitrasias.com 
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Regular Batch Starts: 14 Oct. 
Last Date for Admission: 12 Oct. 
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Prelims 2020 

Are you ready for the challenge? 


An in-depth discussion of strategy 

By Dr. Abhishek Kumar 
TODAY, 10 th OCTOBER at 4 PM 

Key points of discussion 

• What does analysis of last 
10 years tell about Prelim? 

• What are the essential areas 
and sources to cover for 
securing Prelims 2020? 

• A step-by-step approach to 
manage Current Affairs. 

• A detailed and practical 
study and test plan for 
Prelims 2020. 


Course for 
Prelim 2020 

Course starts on 
11th October 

Completion date 
15 February 2020 

Tests 

25 (15 Sectional + 
10 Mock Tests) 
Admission OPEN 
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PERSONAL 


LEGAL NOTICE 


IN THE COURT OF THE PRL 
JUNIOR CIVIL JUDGE:: 0NG0LE 


Between: °.S.No.476,2018 
Shaik Moti @ Rajiya ....Plaintiff 

And 

Mohammad Usman ...Defendant 
To: Mohammad Usman (Defendant) 

S/o.Hafeezulla, aged about 27 years, 
Muslim, Tradesman, R/o. Kaidi Vil¬ 
lage, Kairi Mandal, Shamli District, 
Uttar Pradesh-251305. 

This is to inform you that above suit is 
posted to 30-10-2019 for your Notice and 
this Hon’ble Court ordered General No¬ 
tice to you through this Publication. You 
are hereby called upon to present before 
the Hon’ble Prl. Junior Civil Judge Court, 
Ongole of Prakasam District of A.P, on 
30-10-2019 at about 10-30 A.M, either 
personally or through your Advocate 
to submit your objections if any, failing 
which the above suit will be decided in 
your absence by declaring you ex-parte. 
Hence, this notice. _ 

Sd/- JAMEER SHAIK Advocate, 
Ungoie 24-1-28, Murali Plaza, Opp.District Court, Ongole, 

Date: 02-10-2019 523101 , Prakasam Dist., A.P. Cell: 99632 83941 


Before the Principa l Motor Accidents 
Claims Tribunal, Nellore, A.P.State 
M.V.O.P.No. 215/2017 
Syed Rssqfli ...ciwmimt 

Va 
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Snhadal An sari and 2 Others 

. RgaptitPidenta 

Notice to 2nd Respondent 
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PERSONAL 


CHANGE OF NAME 


LOST & FOUND 


I Lost My Original Class 10th Mark- 
sheet issued by CBSE board, Year: 
2013 Roll No: 8104216, Name: Abdul 
Majid Khan. If found Contact 
+919560336609 


I, Shashi Saini W/o. Mr.Sunil Saini D/ 
o. Mr.Hazari Lai R/o. 1433, Saini Mo- 
halla, Main Najafgarh Bus Stand, Na- 
jafgarh, New Delhi-110043 declare 
that name of mine has been wrongly 
written as PHOOL PATI in my 10th 
class Marksheet & Certificate. The ac¬ 
tual name of mine is SHASHI SAINI, 
which may be amended accordingly. 



EXPOSING YOUTH 
TO CULTURAL 
DIVERSITY 

IRCEN 

(India International 
Rural Cultural Centre) 

PRESENTS 

3rd Phase 

of 40th ANNUAL SERIES OF 
LECTURE-PERFORMANCE ON 
CLASSICAL DANCES & MUSIC 
AMONG YOUNG GENERATION 
IN SCHOOLS & COLLEGES ALL 
OVER INDIA 


DELHI 


10.10.2019 
Odissi by 

VANI MADHAV 

9.00 a.m. - Govt. Girls Sr. Sec. 

School, No.3, Roop Nagar 
11.00 a.m. - Sarvodaya Kanya 
Vidyalaya, Gulabi Bagh 

11.10.2019 
Kathak by 

SHIKHA SHARMA 

9.00 a.m. - Govt. Girls Sr. Sec. 
School, No.3, Palam Enclave 
11.00 a.m.- Rajkiya Pratibha Vikas 
Vidyalaya, Sector-10, Dwarka 

14.10.2019 
Kathak by 

PARUL MISHRA 

9.00 a.m. - Sarvodaya Kanya 
Vidyalaya, Kondli 
11.00 a.m.-Govt. Girls Sr. Sec. 
School, New Kondli 

15.10.2019 
Bharatanatyam by 

SHREYASI G0PINATH 

9.00 a.m. -Govt. Girls Sr. Sec. 

School, Dichaon Kalan 
11.00 a.m.-Govt. Girls Sr. Sec. 
School, Khaira 

16.10.2019 
Odissi by 

PAULAMIGUHA 
9.00 a.m. -Sarvodaya Kanya 
Vidyalaya, Dayanand Road 
11.00 a.m.-Govt. Girls Sr. Sec. 
School, No.l, Ram Nagar 

18.10.2019 
Kathak by 

SHWETA MISHRA 
9.00 a.m. - Sarvodaya Co.ed. 

Vidyalaya, Netaji Nagar 
11.00 a.m.-Govt. Co.ed. Sr. 
Sec. School, No.2, Sector-5, 
R.K.Puram 

19.10.2019 
Kathak by 

ASAVARI PAWAR 
9.00 a.m. -Sarvodaya Kanya 
Vidyalaya, No.l, Model Town-Ill 
11.00 a.m. - Govt. Girls Sr. Sec. 
School, No.2, Model Town-ll 

21.10.2019 
Kathak by 

MADHUMITA (ROY) MISRA 
from Kolkata 

9.00 a.m. - Govt. Girls Sr. Sec. 
School, Fatehpur Beri 
11.00 a.m. - Ishani Govt. 
Sarvodaya Kanya Vidyalaya, 
Saket 

22.10.2019 
Kathak by 

MADHUMITA (ROY) MISRA 
from Kolkata 

9.00 a.m. - Govt. Girls Sr. Sec. 

School, Samaipur 
11.00 a.m. - Sarvodaya Kanya 
Vidyalaya, Badli 

23.10.2019 
Bharatanatyam by 

RADHIKA GANJU SEHGAL 
9.00 a.m. - Govt. Sarvodaya 
Co.ed. Vidyalaya, Surhera 
11.00 a.m.-Govt. Girls Sr. Sec. 
School, Ghumanhera 


PUNJAB (GURDASPUR) 


Kathak by 

DEBASHREE BHATTACHARYA 
from Kolkata 

(in 10 Sr. Sec. Schools & 
Colleges) 

14.10.2019 to 18.10.2019 


MADHYA PRADESH 
(SHAJAPUR) 


Kathak by 

GARIMA ARYA CHATURLAL 

(in 12 Sr. Sec. Schools & 
Colleges) 

14.10.2019 to 19.10.2019 


UTTAR PRADESH 
(JHANSI) 


KATHAK DANCE 

(in 10 Sr. Sec. Schools & Colleges) 
18.11.2019 to 22.11.2019 


(Programme subject to change) 

Organized by 

India International Rural 
Cultural Centre 

IRCEN Bhawan, 7, Nelson Mandela 
Road, Institutional Area, C-1, 
Vasant Kunj, New Delhi-110 070. 
Ph: 26130535 Telefax: 26894779 
Email: ircen@yahoo.co.in, 
ircen79@gmail.com 
Website: ircenindia.org 


BHARTI CONCEPT 


MATHS 


•yS.S. Bharti 


Ifarts 10 th Oct. 2019 

At 11:30AM to 01:00PM 

GS 

IS 10 th Oct. 2013 

At 11:00AM to 12:30PM 


DR MUKHERJEE NAGAR. DELHI 9 


9136335263,09250291082 


SITUATION VACANT 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


We BANKEY BIHARI SHARMA and 
RAJ BALA R/o J-2nd, 69-70 Madangir 
Dr. Ambedkar Nagar New Delhi-110062, 
debar and disown our son LALIT KUMAR 
and his wife USHA from all our movable 
and immovable properties. We shall not be 
responsible for any act in future. Any person 
dealing with them shall be self responsible. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

NOTICE is hereby given that PREET 
KAUR D/o DIDAR SINGH W/o JASPAL 
SINGH R/o G-178, VIKAS PURI, NEW 
DELHI-110018 OF AFGHANISTAN is 
applying to the Secretary to the 
Government of India in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs for Naturalization and that 
any person who knows any reason why 
Naturalization should not be granted 
should send a written signed statement of 
the facts to the said Secretary. 


GENERAL 


India's Leading IAS 
Training Institute 

AIS 

Requires 


COUNSELLORS 

FRONT DESK 
EXECUTIVE 


l»3*1[t1H4;J 


DTP OPERATOR 


For Karol Bagh Centre 


Emoluments: 

Best in the Industry 

Walk-in 

12 th to 13 th Oct 

Time: 11:00am to 4:00pm 

Interested candidates may get in touch 
at 9560704993 or send resume to 


alsia: 

skarolbagh@gmail.com 

ALS 

ALS, 20 Pusa Road, 

Alternative Opp. Metro Pillar No. 97 
Karol Bagh, Delhi-110005 


TENDERS 

# 

KERALA STATE DRUGS & 
PHARMACEUTICALS LTD. 

(A Government of Kerala Undertaking) 
Kalavoor- P0, Alappuzha, Kerala-688522, 
rel: -0477 2258184. website:www.ksdp.co.in 


TENDER NOTICE 

E Tender& Sealed Quotations invited for 
the supply of APIs &, excipients. 
Last date 14 . 10 . 2019 . 


www.ksdp.co.in sd /_ 

Managing Director. 


PUBLIC NOTICE 

This is to bring to the notice of the general 
public that the property bearing no : 
CGT225- Capital Greens Phase-2 (“Said 
property”), from its owner, Master Ritul 
Kapoor, son of Late Mrs. Shweta Kapoor. 
(“Said owner”). 

In the view of the above, we hereby issue this 
notice on behalf of Mr. Ritul Kapoor at large 
calling upon all or any person(s) who have 
any right, title and interest in the said 
property or any part thereof, to make the 
same known in writing to the undersigned at 
the below mentioned address within 21 
(Twenty one) days from the date of 
publication of this notice with documentary 
evidence, failing which it shall be presumed 
that no adverse right title of publication of this 
notice with documentary evidence, failing 
which it shall be presumed that no adverse 
right title, interest, share, claim or demand of 
any nature exists in respect of said property 
and interest or claims, if any, stand waived 
herein after. m r. Rajeev Kapoor 

H/o Late Mrs. Shweta Kapoor 
C-2/12, Safadrjung Development Area New Delhi 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


Notice is hereby given to the public 
that Conveyance Deed dated 
20.10.2010, executed between Mrs. 
Aarti Seth (The Owner) and M/s 
Paliwal Developers Limited (THE 
BUILDER) for the Property bearing 
addressed at DG-203B, 2nd Floor, 
The Galleria, DLF Mayur Vihar, Delhi 
with Super area of approximately 
1288 Sq.Ft has been 
lost/misplaced. All persons are 
hereby informed not to deal or carry 
out any transaction with anyone on 
the basis of the said missing 
document. The owner hereby issues 
this disclaimer for all public and if 
anyone is aware of any dealing 
already carried out or being carried 
out in this regard, kindly inform the 
undersigned in writing on the below 
mentioned address within 
7 days from this present notice. 

S/d, 

Aarti Seth 

88, Golf Links, 
New Delhi-110003 
Mobile: 9810891100 



THE HINDU GROUP 


A GREETING 
TO REMEMBER 



Be it an anniversary, a birthday, 
an academic accomplishment 
or even a promotion. Now you can 
surprise your loved ones 
by wishing them on 

THEaiil&HINDU 

CLASSIFIEDS 


For more details, 

email: classifiedscustomercare@thehindu.co.in 
Contact Toll Free Number: 180030700404 
For Placing Advertisements Online 
Log on to 

www.thehinduads.com 


A ND-NDE 
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Pawar rebukes Shinde over ‘merger’ remark 

NCP chief says he is well aware of the situation of his own party rebuffs suggestion 



Congress candidate from Solapur City central, Praniti Shinde, on Wednesday offering a chair to 
her father Sushilkumar Shinde at the inauguration of her campaign office, -special arrangement 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) chief Sharad Pawar on 
Wednesday issued a veiled 
rebuke to senior Congress¬ 
man Sushilkumar Shinde ov¬ 
er his remarks on the possi¬ 
ble merger of the Congress 
and the NCP. Mr. Pawar said 
he was well aware of the sit¬ 
uation of his own party, 
while implicitly rebuffing 
suggestions of a merger. 

Mr. Shinde, at a campaign 
rally in Solapur on Tuesday, 
had said both the Congress 
and the NCP belonged to the 
same ideological tree and 
that both parties were 
“tired”, while expressing 
hope that the two Congresses 
would come together in the 
future. 

“Since I am from the NCP, 
I am well aware of my party’s 
situation. Perhaps Sushilku¬ 
mar Shinde was referring to 
the condition of his own par¬ 
ty... but he cannot speak 
about the NCP,” said Mr. Pa¬ 
war in Jalgaon, in a riposte to 
Mr. Shinde’s comment that 
the NCP was “exhausted” just 
like the Congress. 

With the State going to the 
polls in a little over 10 days, 
Mr. Shinde’s remarks was 
music to the ears of the rul¬ 
ing Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP), which pounced on it to 
underscore the defeatist 
mentality in the Congress- 
NCP alliance before the elec¬ 
toral contest. 

‘Cong, has no identity’ 

Mr. Shinde’s statements illus¬ 
trated the truth about the 
Congress, said former Con¬ 
gress Leader of Opposition in 
the State Assmebly, Radhak- 
rishna Vikhe-Patil. Mr Vikhe- 
Patil, who joined the BJP, said 
the Congress in Maharashtra 


had no identity left of its 
own. “It has hitched its wa¬ 
gon to the NCP’s fortunes 
and is dictated by them,” said 
Mr. Vikhe-Patil, a bitter ad¬ 
versary of Mr. Pawar and the 
NCP. 

BJP State chief Chandra- 
kant Patil said, regardless of 
whether or not the Congress 


and the NCP had grown we¬ 
ary, the scions of the top lea¬ 
dership of both these parties 
were no longer interested in 
remaining with them. “It 
would not be surprising if the 
younger generation of the Pa¬ 
war family joined the BJP in 
the future,” said Mr. Patil. 

Meanwhile, senior Con¬ 


gress and NCP leaders issued 
rebuttals over Mr. Shinde’s 
statements of a possible 
merger between the two par¬ 
ties. Stating that both the 
Congress and the NCP were 
contesting the elections in a 
spirit of unity, Maharashtra 
Pradesh Congress chief Bala- 
saheb Thorat said there was 


no talk of any merger bet¬ 
ween the two. “Both parties 
are in a coalition and are 
fighting as separate political 
entities. However, both are 
working together with a com¬ 
mon aim to win more than 
175 seats in the forthcoming 
polls,” Mr. Thorat said. 

Hitting out at Chandrakant 
Patil, senior NCP leader Ajit 
Pawar accused the BJP State 
chief of deliberately trying to 
drive a wedge between the 
Congress and the NCP. “The 
remarks about a merger may 
be his [Mr. Shinde’s] perso¬ 
nal opinion and as a senior 
leader he is entitled to it... 
however, as of now we are 
contesting as two different 
political parties with the sole 
aim of overthrowing the BJP- 
Sena government,” said Mr. 
Pawar. 

He had no wish to add to 
the confusion of Congress 
and NCP workers by making 
any further statements, he 
said. 


Shinde’s remarks his personal view: Ajit 



Ajit Pawar addressing a meeting of NCP workers in Pune on 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PUNE 

Senior Nationalist Congress 
Party(NCP) leader Ajit Pa¬ 
war on Wednesday down¬ 
played Congress veteran 
Sushilkumar Shinde’s state¬ 
ment which had reignited 
murmurs about the merger 
of the Sharad Pawar-led 
party with the Congress. 

Mr. Shinde, who had 
once termed Sharad Pawar 
as his political guru, caused 
a flutter on Tuesday when 
he said the NCP and the 
Congress will come togeth¬ 
er “because now they are 


Wednesday, ■jigneshmistry 
also tired and we are also 
tired”. 

Speaking on the side¬ 
lines of a party event here, 
Mr. Pawar said the remarks 


by Mr. Shinde were his 
“personal opinion”. 

“He (Shinde) is a senior 
leader of Congress and had 
expressed his personal opi¬ 


nion. I heard what he said, 
and according to me, he ex¬ 
pressed what he thinks, 
which is his right,” he said. 

The former deputy chief 
minister said the Congress 
and the NCP had fixed their 
target to win more than 175 
seats out of 288 in the Oc¬ 
tober 21 Assembly 
elections. 

“I don’t want to confuse 
the party workers of both 
the NCP and the Congress 
by making any statement 
on what he (Mr. Shinde) 
said or thought,” he said. 


Uddhav mocks at Rahul 
Gandhi’s ‘Bangkok sojourn’ 

Tells Congress leaders to sit at home and cease campaigning 




i 



Shiv Sena president Uddhav Thackeray at an election rally in 
Sangamner on Wednesday. ■ rajesh waradkar 


SHOU MOJIT BANERJEE 

PUNE 

Taking potshots at the Con¬ 
gress leadership ahead of the 
Assembly polls, Shiv Sena 
president Uddhav Thackeray 
on Wednesday mocked Rahul 
Gandhi’s absence from the 
campaign. 

Addressing a public meet¬ 
ing in Ahmednagar district’s 
Sangamner - citadel of Maha¬ 
rashtra Pradesh Congress 
Committee (MPCC) chief Ba- 
lasaheb Thorat - Mr. Thacke¬ 
ray urged Mr. Thorat to “go 
home” as his leader had de¬ 
parted for Bangkok on the 
eve of the crucial Assembly 
polls in the State. 

“Your leader [Mr. Gandhi] 
has reached Bangkok. So, you 
[Mr. Thorat] too, can sit at 
home and cease campaigning 
else the public will compel 
you to do so,” Mr. Thackeray 
said, while addressing a 
meeting in support of the Se¬ 
na’s Sahebrao Navale, who is 
pitted against Mr. Thorat in 
Sangamner. 

The Sena chief further said 
that while his party’s relation¬ 
ship with the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), had not always 
been smooth, he and his par¬ 
ty had always raised issues re¬ 
levant to the people of 
Maharashtra. 

“I will not say there were 
no hitches in our [BJP-Sena 
coalition] relationship, but 
we have persistently taken up 
problems affecting farmers 
and the common people even 
while remaining part of the 
government...when the BJP 
showed the will to resolve 
these problems, we had no 
hesitation in forming a pre¬ 
poll alliance with them,” Mr. 
Thackeray said, asserting that 


Oppn. has 
accepted 
defeat: CM 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

DHULE 

Chief Minister Devendra 
Fadnavis said on 
Wednesday that 

opposition Congress 
and NCP have accepted 
defeat ahead of the 
Assembly polls, as seen 
by Congress leader 
Rahul Gandhi’s absence 
from campaign. 

He also said the 
Nationalist Congress 
Party is “half- empty”. 

“They are already in 
defeatist frame of 
mind,” he said at a rally 
at Ner in Dhule district. 


the BJP-Sena government 
would deliver on its promise 
of bringing water to parched 
Ahmednagar district after the 


polls. Urging Shiv Sena acti¬ 
vists to not clash with BJP 
workers, Mr. Thackeray said 
both parties had come to¬ 
gether to give Maharashtra a 
better government. 

He said their detractors 
had been proved comprehen¬ 
sively wrong when they pred¬ 
icted that the saffron alliance 
would be finished before the 
Lok Sabha election. 

“Instead, we returned with 
a bigger majority,” Mr. Thack¬ 
eray said. He said Maharash¬ 
tra had failed to progress 
even after 60 years of Con¬ 
gress (and NCP) rule and ad¬ 
ded that the opposition had 
completely atrophied with 
their best leaders defecting to 
the ruling parties. 

Commenting on veteran 
Congressman Sushilkumar 
Shinde’s statements on a pos¬ 
sible Congress-NCP merger in 
the near future, Mr. Thacke¬ 
ray said, “The Congress and 
the NCP better decide who 
will be their leader after the 
merger.” 


Rain plays spoiler to Raj Thackeray’s 
first public meeting in Pune 

Strong gale, heavy showers ruin all arrangements 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

PUNE 

Heavy rain coupled with 
thunder and lightning on 
Wednesday played a dampn- 
er to Maharashtra Navnir- 
man Sena (MNS) chief Raj 
Thackeray’s first public 
meeting in Pune to kick-off 
the party’s poll campaign. 

The rain, which began 
around 6 p.m. and lasted 
about an half-hour, was 
enough to cause the first 
MNS rally to be cancelled, 
much to the despair of party 
workers who were seeing 
taking refuge from the 
downpour by clutching 
chairs over their heads. 

According to an MNS lead¬ 
er, some 200-odd MNS 
workers had reached the 
grounds of the Saraswati Vi- 
dya Mandir. 

“However, the strong gale 
which preceded the showers 
all but ruined the arrange¬ 
ments, while the rain left be¬ 
hind rows of sticky mud on 
the grounds,” he said. 

All eyes were on Mr. 
Thackeray’s eagerly antici¬ 
pated address as the MNS 



Washed out: The scene at the ground on Bajirao Road in Pune 
after heavy rain on Wednesday Led to the cancellation of a 
rally by MNS chief Raj Thackeray, -mandartannu 


chief had lately gone silent 
following his nine-hour in¬ 
terrogation by the Enforce¬ 
ment Directorate (ED) in 
August. 

Mr. Thackeray’s address 
was also expected to give a 
boost to the chances of Kish- 
ore Shinde, the party candi¬ 
date in the high-stakes Koth- 
rud Assembly segment. 

Mr. Shinde, who has the 
covert support of other op¬ 
position parties including 
the NCP, is pitted against BJP 


State unit president Chan¬ 
drakant Patil. 

The MNS was hunting for 
a venue for Mr. Thackeray’s 
public meetings since the 
beginning of this month. 

The party’s Pune unit 
chief Ajay Shinde, himself a 
candidate from Kasba Peth, 
had even accused the State 
government of deliberately 
trying to prevent Mr. Thack¬ 
eray’s rallies as they were a 
huge draw in the run up to 
the Lok Sabha elections. 


Indira Gandhi never sought votes in the name of Army: Pawar 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

AICOLA 

Nationalist Congress Party 
chief Sharad Pawar on Wed¬ 
nesday sought to remind 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi that former premier 
Indira Gandhi never sought 
votes in the name of the “va¬ 
lour of the Army” but had gi¬ 
ven credit to security per¬ 
sonnel for winning a crucial 
war for the country. 

Addressing a poll rally in 
Balapur in Akola, Mr. Pawar 


also accused the BJP-led 
central and State govern¬ 
ments of “not being con¬ 
cerned” about the plight of 
farmers, whom he appealed 
to defeat the ruling party in 
the October 21 Assembly 
elections. 

The veteran politician 
said that people across Mah¬ 
arashtra were pitching for 
“change of guard” in the 
State. 

“The Prime Minister of 
the country campaigned on 


Will make Pawar retire 
from political life: Patil 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MUMBAI 

The Maharashtra unit BJP 
president Chandrakant Patil 
on Wednesday said they 
would “permanently retire” 
NCP chief Sharad Pawar 
from his social and political 
life after the results of the 
October 21 Assembly elec¬ 
tions are declared. 

Addressing a poll rally for 
Shiv Sena candidate Pra- 
kash Abitkar in Radhanagari 
tehsil in Kolhapur district, 
Mr. Patil also took potshots 
at the Nationalist Congress 
Party, which is hit by 


defections. 

“We will retire Sharad Pa¬ 
war permanently from so¬ 
cial and political life after re¬ 
sults of Assembly elections 
are out,” he said. 

Attacking Mr. Pawar, a 
veteran politician of more 
than five decades, is part of 
a poll strategy of BJP brass in 
a bid to belittle his political 
legacy. 

Last month, the ED regis¬ 
tered a case against Mr. Pa¬ 
war, his nephew Ajit Pawar 
and others, in connection 
with the Maharashtra State 
Cooperative Bank scam. 


Won’t welcome those 
who misuse Ladakh 
resources: Namgyal 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

PUNE 

Ladakh BJP MP Jamyang 
Tsering Namgyal on Wed¬ 
nesday said several people 
wanted to visit the region to 
explore business opportuni¬ 
ties but only those who are 
genuinely interested in tap¬ 
ping its resources, and not 
misusing them, can be 
welcomed. 

Speaking at an event 
here, Mr. Namgyal said 
those who wanted to use the 
resources in Ladakh for sel¬ 
fish purposes are not wel¬ 
come in the region. 

“After scrapping of Arti¬ 
cle 370 and 35A, several pe¬ 
ople want to visit Ladakh to 
explore business opportuni¬ 
ties. There can be two types 
of people. Those who want 



Jamyang Tsering Namgyal 
(left), MP from Leh, and 
Dyaneshwar Mule, member, 
National Human Rights 
Commission in Pune on 
Wednesday, -jigneshmistry 

to explore the region, and 
those who want to use the 
resources for their selfish 
motives. Those who want to 
explore, we welcome such 
people,” he said. 


Sena’s HO meal promise is a 
copy of Tai’s kitchen, says NCP 

‘We started this initiative on the birthday of Ajit Pawar last year’ 


ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

A day after Shiv Sena chief 
Uddhav Thackeray pro¬ 
mised a full meal at HO on 
being voted to power in the 
forthcoming Assembly polls, 
the Nationalist Congress Par¬ 
ty (NCP) taunted him and 
thanked him for “stealing” 
their idea. 

“Uddhav Thackeray pro¬ 
mised something which we 
have been implementing for 
last one year. We congratu¬ 
late him for the inspiration 
he found in our initiative. 
We started this initiative on 
the birthday of Ajit Pawar 
despite being not in power. 
One does not need power to 
start such services,” said 


Captain Ashish Damle, 
NCP’s Badlapur city 
president. 

Mr. Damle had in 2018 
started the initiative called 
Tai’s kitchen which serves a 
full meal for only ?10. “We 
started this kitchen under¬ 
standing the need of the pe¬ 
ople of Badlapur, especially 
the workers and daily wage 
labourers. We give three 
chapatis, subji and rice for 
110 . Hundreds of people 
come and eat healthy food. 
This social service does not 
need government power, 
only will power and good in¬ 
tention to serve the people,” 
he said. 

Mr. Thackeray in his Vi- 
jayadashmi address at Shiva- 


ji Park on Tuesday promised 
that the new Sena govern¬ 
ment would provide full 
meals at HO. The announce¬ 
ment is seen as a continua¬ 
tion of the zunka-bhakar 
kendras which were esta¬ 
blished during the previous 
Sena-BJP government in 
1995. These centres used to 
provide zunka and bhakri at 
U. 

The concept of Tai’s kitch¬ 
en, started by the NCP, is al¬ 
so inspired from the Amma 
canteen launched by the Ta¬ 
mil Nadu government under 
the then chief minister J. 
Jayalalitha and Indira can¬ 
teens launched by the pre¬ 
vious Congress government 
in Karnataka. 


the issue of national securi¬ 
ty in the Lok Sabha polls,” 
Mr. Pawar told the gathering 
referring to the February 14 
Pulwama terror attack in 
which 40 CRPF personnel 
were killed. 

The attack triggered an 
IAF air strike in Balakot in 
Pakistan. 

Referring to the episode, 
Mr. Pawar said the Air Force 
had given a “befitting reply” 
to the perpetrators of the 
Pulwama attack, but Mr. 


Modi sought vote in the 
name of valour shown by 
the security forces. 

“I remember India and 
Pakistan had warred (in 
1971). Indira Gandhi was the 
prime minister then. Ms. 
Gandhi not only won the 
war (for India) and created 
history, but also changed 
the world’s geography. The 
then Pakistan was divided 
into two parts, leading to 
creation of a new country 
called Bangladesh. But she 


never sought votes in the 
name of valour shown by 
the Army,” the former de¬ 
fence minister said. 

Mr. Pawar said these elec¬ 
tions were an opportunity 
to take stock of the perfor¬ 
mance of the Devendra Fad¬ 
navis government. He noted 
that agrarian crisis had dee¬ 
pened in the state during 
the past five years and al¬ 
leged only 31% farmers be¬ 
nefited from the farm loan 
waiver scheme. 


OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE 


DEATH ANNIVERSARIES 

THIRD ANNIVERSARY 


BORN ON 

19.6.1966 



DIED ON 
10.10.2016 


Jn Cimla^tiny Mummy 


DrG.R.RATNAVEL m.d 

(Dermatology) 

Founder, Professor & HOD Department of Cosmetology 
Founder Skin Bank, Govt. Stanley Medical College Chennai. 

Consultant Avinash skin and Cosmetology center Old Washermanpet and Adayar. 
Consultant Dermatologist and Cosmetologist, Apollo hospitals, Chennai and Madurai. 
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Siddaramaiah removed from 
Congress Working Committee 

Party appoints the former CM as Leader of Opposition in Karnataka Assembly 


SC ruling in Sabarimala issue 
likely after Dasara vacation 

65 petitions had challenged its September 2018 judgment 



Big challenge: The petitioners have questioned the authority 
of the SC to interfere in the centuries-old belief. 



Sumalatha visits BJP 
office, fuels speculation 

BENGALURU 

The visit by independent MP 
Sumalatha Ambareesh to the 
BJP office in her constituency 
Mandya on Wednesday 
sparked speculation over her 
joining the party. However, 
the actor-turned-politician 
clarified that she had visited 
the office to thank party 
leaders for their support in 
the election. 

IMA case: supplementary 
chargesheet filed by CBI 

NEW DELHI 

The CBI has filed a 
supplementary chargesheet 
against two accused in the 
l-Monetary Advisory (IMA) 
scam case. According to the 
CBI, Mohammed Haneef Afsar 
Azeezi and Khaleem Ulla 
Jamal were involved in luring 
people to make investments 
in IMA schemes on the 
pretext of high returns. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI/BENGALURU 

Ending weeks of specula¬ 
tion, the All India Congress 
Committee (AICC) has ap¬ 
pointed Congress Legisla¬ 
ture Party (CLP) leader Sid¬ 
daramaiah as the Leader of 
Opposition in the Karnataka 
Legislative Assembly. Form¬ 
er Minister S.R. Patil has 
been appointed Leader of 
the Opposition in the Legis¬ 
lative Council. 

Meanwhile, the former 
Chief Minister has been re¬ 
lieved from the membership 
of the Congress Working 
Committee (CWC), the high¬ 
est decision-making body of 
the party. In a tweet, he 
thanked Congress president 
Sonia Gandhi for both ap¬ 
pointments and for his role 
in CWC so far. Mr. Siddara¬ 
maiah said that he had re¬ 



quested to be relieved of his 
role in CWC to work more ef¬ 
fectively for the party within 
Karnataka. 

The decision was preced¬ 
ed by hectic lobbying bet¬ 
ween the “original” Con¬ 
gressmen and “migrants” for 
these posts. AICC general se¬ 
cretary Madhusudan Mistry 
had held deliberations with 
more than 60 leaders from 


across the camps within the 
party in Bengaluru on Sun¬ 
day. There were several con¬ 
tenders for the post, includ¬ 
ing senior leaders H.K. Patil 
and G. Parameshwara. 

Mr. Siddarmaiah retaining 
posts of both CLP leader and 
Leader of Opposition is be¬ 
ing read as his victory, des¬ 
pite voices of opposition to 
him continuing to grow with¬ 
in the party, especially after 
the collapse of Congress-JD 
(S) government in Karnata¬ 
ka. 

‘Inevitable to party’ 

“It shows that he is inevita¬ 
ble to the party in the State 
despite several other senior 
contenders,” said a party 
source. However, a section 
of the Congress is reading 
him being relieved of CWC 
membership as a “repri¬ 


mand.” According to this 
section, the reason is the 
growing complaints within 
the Karnataka unit. Many di¬ 
rectly blame him for the fall 
of the Congress-JD(S) al¬ 
liance government owing to 
his differences with the JD 
(S). “It could not have been 
business as usual after the 
July events. It was clear that 
Mr. Siddaramaiah’s diffe¬ 
rences with Deve Gowda fa¬ 
mily destroyed the alliance,” 
a Karnataka leader said. 

Mr. Siddaramaiah who 
shifted from the JD(S) to the 
Congress was handpicked by 
former Congress president 
Rahul Gandhi to be part of 
CWC and was once consi¬ 
dered very close to him. Him 
being retained in both roles 
is also being read as a victory 
for the “Rahul camp” within 
the Congress. 


KRISH NADAS RAJ AG OPAL 

NEW DELHI 

A Constitution Bench led by 
Chief Justice of India Ranjan 
Gogoi may pronounce its 
judgment on a series of peti¬ 
tions seeking re-considera- 
tion of the Sabarimala ver¬ 
dict, after the ongoing 
Dasara vacation. 

The Supreme Court judg¬ 
ment of September 2018 had 
lifted the bar on menstruat¬ 
ing women worshipping at 
the temple. 

A whopping 65 petitions 
had challenged the authori¬ 
ty of the Supreme Court to 
interfere in a “centuries-old” 
belief that the Sabarimala 
deity is a Naishtika Brahma- 
chari, whose penance 
should not be disturbed by 
the entry of women wor¬ 
shippers of the menstruat¬ 
ing age of 10 to 50 years. 

The Constitution Bench, 


which also comprises Justic¬ 
es Rohinton Nariman, A.M. 
Khanwilkar, D.Y. Chandra- 
chud and Indu Malhotra, 
had reserved its judgment 
on February 6 this year after 
hearing arguments in an 
open court. Justices Nari¬ 
man and Chandrachud gave 
separate opinions which 
concurred with the main 
judgment shared by former 


Chief Justice Dipalc Misra 
and Justice Khanwilkar. The 
majority had condemned 
the ban as being akin to the 
social evil of untouchability. 

Justice Malhotra, howev¬ 
er, dissented stridently. The 
lone dissent held that judges 
should not impose their per¬ 
sonal views, morality or ra¬ 
tionality with respect to the 
form of worship of a deity. 


ED records statement of Cong. 
MP D.K. Suresh and two others 


Probe into money 
laundering case 
against brother 
D.K. Shivakumar 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Enforcement Directo¬ 
rate has recorded the state¬ 
ments of Congress MP D.K. 
Suresh and two others in 
connection with the money 
laundering case against his 
brother, D.K. Shivakumar. 

Among the persons 
whose statements have been 
recorded under the Preven¬ 
tion of Money Laundering 
Act are former Karnataka 
MLA K.N. Rajanna, who 


heads the State Apex Coop¬ 
erative Bank, and transpor¬ 
ter Sunil Kumar Sharma. 

The ED had arrested Mr. 
Shivakumar in September, 
following investigations into 
a chargesheet filed last year 
by the Income Tax Depart¬ 
ment. Mr. Sharma was also 
named along with the Con¬ 
gress leader and former Kar¬ 
nataka Bhawan employee 
Anjaneya Hanumanthaiah 
and one Rajendra N. 

The I-T Department al¬ 
leged tax evasion and “ha- 
wala” transactions running 
into crores. In the chargesh¬ 
eet the agency had said that 
a wide network had been set 
up to transport unaccounted 
cash. 


The ED had earlier 
quizzed Mr. Shivakumar’s 
daughter Aishwarya and 
Karnataka MLA Laxmi Heb- 
ballcar. It claims to have 
identified 317 bank accounts 
in his name and that of his 
family members and 
associates. 

All the transactions made 
through these accounts are 
being scrutinised. 

The properties acquired 
by Mr. Shivakumar and his 
relatives are also being in¬ 
vestigated. The Congress 
leader, who is currently in 
judicial custody, has denied 
the allegations, stating that 
he has already declared the 
assets to the authorities con¬ 
cerned. 


Kerala woman targeted more persons, say police 

No clean chit for husband Shaju or any assurance given to make him approver; he will be interrogated 


STAFF REPORTER 

KOZHIKODE 

The Crime Branch squad in¬ 
vestigating the Koodathayi 
serial murders has come 
across suspicious incidents 
in which the prime accused 
Jolly Joseph targeted five 
more persons, including 
those in her own family. It 
was found that five girls had 
a narrow escape from mur¬ 
der attempts at different 
times. 

Crime Branch sources 
said the girls were reportedly 
served food laced with poi¬ 
son and all of them exhibited 
signs of poisoning such as 
vomiting and dizziness. Ho¬ 
wever, they all survived. 

The incidents came to 
light when a parent revealed 



Jolly Joseph 


his suspicion to the police. 
Two of the girls were report¬ 
edly her friends’ children. 
Police sources said Jolly har¬ 
boured a “hidden hatred” to¬ 
wards girls and reportedly 
treated them as a burden for 


the families. The five sus¬ 
pected incidents would be 
probed after getting the cus¬ 
tody of Jolly, 47, who is in 
judicial custody. 

The suspicious death of 
local Congress leader M. Ra- 
makrishnan, who had finan¬ 
cial deals with Jolly, would al¬ 
so be probed. He too had 
reportedly showed similar 
symptoms before he col¬ 
lapsed and died a few years 
ago. His son has filed a peti¬ 
tion seeking an investigation. 

The sources said Shaju, 
Jolly’s husband, was not gi¬ 
ven a clean chit or any assu¬ 
rance to make him an ap¬ 
prover in the case. 

He would be interrogated 
for verifying some of the 
contradictions in his state¬ 


ment and that of his wife. 

As of now, about 20 peo¬ 
ple who had links with Jolly 
and her financial deals are 
on the list of suspects to be 
questioned further in the 
case. A revenue officer and a 
few officials at the National 
Institute Technology, Cali¬ 
cut, may be grilled soon. 

Jolly, along with two of her 
aides, was arrested by the 
District Crime Branch squad 
on October 5. She was alleg¬ 
edly found responsible for 
the murder of her former 
husband Roy Thomas, fath- 
er-in-law Tom Thomas, 
mother-in-law Annamma 
Thomas, and Annamma’s 
brother Mathew Manchadiyil 
and two other relatives bet¬ 
ween 2002 and 2016. 


The conspiracy was ex¬ 
posed after Rojo, son of Tom 
Thomas, filed a petition with 
the Crime Branch seeking a 
fresh investigation into the 
suspicious deaths in his 
family. 

Astrologer missing 

An astrologer who is suspect¬ 
ed to have provided an amu¬ 
let to Jolly is reported to be 
absconding. 

A visiting card along with 
the amulet was found in the 
pant worn by Roy Thomas at 
the time of his death. 

The astrologer, a resident 
of Kattappana town, had 
provided the amulet and a 
powder-like substance to 
Jolly. 

(With inputs from Idukki) 



The images of superheroes Hulk and Thor superimposed on a 
photo of Mysuru Palace. ■ marvel studios 


The Marvel of 
Dasara captures 
Thor and Hulk too 

Fans and tourism industry excited 


LAIQH A. KHAN 

MYSURU 

Fans of Marvel superheroes 
were elated after pictures of 
their favourite fictional cha¬ 
racters Hulk and Thor 
standing in front of the mag¬ 
nificent Mysuru Palace ap¬ 
peared on the social media 
pages of Marvel Studios on 
Vijayadasami day. 

It may or may not be a 
new adventure planned by 
the makers of highly popu¬ 
lar movies like Avengers: 
Endgame, Incredible Hulk 
and Iron Man, but the photo 
of their favourite superhe¬ 
roes superimposed against 
the backdrop of Mysuru Pa¬ 
lace was enough to tran¬ 
sport fans to a new world of 
fantasy. The greetings in 
Kannada “Dasara Habada 
Subhashayagalu” came as 
an icing on the cake. 

“Whether it is Rangnarok 
or Dasara, the power of 
Good remains! Dasara Haba¬ 
da Subhashayagalu #Vijaya- 
Dashami #HappyDusseh- 
ra2019 #MysuruDasara”, 
said a post by Marvel Stu¬ 
dios on its Instagram, Face- 
book and Twitter accounts. 

By Wednesday evening. 



the post received more than 
1,61,000 likes on Instagram, 
besides the 30,000 likes 
and 2,700 shares on Face- 
book while fans retweeted it 
almost 2,000 times on Twit¬ 
ter. It reportedly went viral 
even on WhatsApp. 

The tourism industry in 
Mysuru was also excited. 
The greeting from Marvel 
Studios is an indication that 
the popularity of Mysuru 
Dasara is not restricted to 
the region. 

“It is known all over the 
world,” Janardhan, Deputy 
Director of Tourism, Mysu¬ 
ru, told The Hindu. 

The post by Marvel Stu¬ 
dios will promote Mysuru 
Palace and the city among 
the tourists across the 
world, he said. 

Drawing a parallel bet¬ 
ween the fictional charac¬ 
ters of Marvel Studios and 
the mythological characters 
in Dasara, Mr. Janardhan 
hoped that Mysuru could be 
featured by some well- 
known production houses 
in Hollywood like Marvel 
Studios to give the city a 
push on the global tourism 
map. 



Plea alleges 
illegalities in 
Polavaram 


STAFF REPORTER 

NEW DELHI 

The Delhi High Court on 
Wednesday asked the 
Centre to consider as a re¬ 
presentation a petition 
seeking action on com¬ 
plaints alleging large-scale 
illegalities and mismanage¬ 
ment in the execution of 
the Polavaram irrigation 
project in West Godavari 
district of Andhra Pradesh. 

A Bench of Chief Justice 
D.N. Patel and Justice C. 
Hari Shankar disposed of 
the petition. 

The petition, filed by 
Pentapati Pullarao, has al¬ 
leged that the Polavaram 
Project Authority, instead 
of assessing the cost inde¬ 
pendently, allowed the 
State government to in¬ 
crease it from ^16,010 
crore to ^57,941 crore. 

Mr. Pullarao claimed 
that he and many other re¬ 
sidents who lived near the 
project area had made 
complaints against the pro¬ 
ject to the authorities, but 
no action was taken till 
date. 



Smash hit 


Champion's visit: Newly crowned World Badminton Champion P.V. Sindhu leaving the Sree 
Padmanabha Swamy Temple in Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday. She was felicitated by 
the Kerala government and the State Olympic Association, -s. gopakumar 


Kerala govt, extends IAS 
officer’s suspension 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

The Kerala government has 
extended the suspension of 
IAS officer Sriram Venkitara- 
man by 60 days. 

The 2013 batch officer 
had come under a cloud af¬ 
ter the police implicated 
him in the controversial 
drunk-and-drive accident 
that caused the death of 
journalist K.M. Basheer on 
August 3. 

Chief Secretary Tom Jose 
told The Hindu that he had 
sought an explanation from 
Mr. Venkitaraman. The go¬ 
vernment had vetted Mr. 
Venkitaraman’s clarification 
and decided that there was 
legitimate ground to extend 
the officer’s suspension 
period. 

Mr. Venkitaraman is cur¬ 
rently the subject of an on¬ 
going criminal investigation 
by the Crime Branch. Mr. 
Venkitaraman had appealed 
to the government to rein¬ 
state him in service as per 
the provisions of the All In¬ 
dia Service (Discipline and 
Appeal) Rules, 1996. The 
plea was perceived widely 



Sriram Venkitaraman 


as a precursor to an impend¬ 
ing request to the Central 
Administrative Tribunal 
(CAT) for a favourable order 
to get himself rehabilitated 
in the civil services. 

The case had taken a sev¬ 
ere turn last week after 
Basheer’s colleagues and 
kin moved court accusing 
the police of having des¬ 
troyed evidence by wilfully 
delaying the mandatory 
blood alcohol test on Mr. 
Venkitaraman by more than 
10 hours. 

They alleged that the de¬ 
lay had helped Mr. Venkita¬ 
raman erase incriminating 
evidence in the case. 


Proposed alternative to NH 766 tops in wildlife roadkills 

Mananthavady-Gonikoppal Mysuru highway passes through the Tholpetty forest range of the Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary 



Clear danger: One of the roadkills recorded during the study 
on the proposed alternative route to the Kozhikode-Kollegal 
National Highway 766. "special arrangement 


E.M.M ANOJ 

ICALPETTA 

A recent directive of the Su¬ 
preme Court to study the 
possibilities of developing an 
alternative route to the Koz¬ 
hikode-Kollegal National 
Highway 766 is a hot topic of 
discussion, but a recent stu¬ 
dy has found that roadkills 
on the proposed route is one 
of the highest in the country. 

The study was conducted 
by Dhaneesh Bhaskar, re¬ 
searcher at the Kerala Forest 
Research Institute (KFRI), 
under the guidance of P.S. 
Easa, former director, KFRI, 
on the Mananthavady-Goni¬ 
koppal Mysuru highway 
passing through the Tholpet¬ 
ty forest range of the Waya¬ 



nad Wildlife Sanctuary. The 
forest range, with an extent 
of 77 sq km, is also a major 
tiger habitat. 

Sensitive to disturbances 

“For large animals such as 
tigers and elephants, roads 
and railroads hardly pose 
any physical barrier. Most 
mammals, however, are sen¬ 
sitive to disturbances by hu¬ 
mans. Smell, noise, and veh¬ 
icle movement as well as 
experiences from human en¬ 
counters may repel the ani¬ 
mals from approaching the 
road corridor,” Mr. Bhaskar 
said. 

The eight-month study re¬ 
corded 2,426 roadkills dur¬ 
ing the period, including am¬ 


phibians (2,213), reptiles 
(153), and mammals (57). 
Three birdkills were also re¬ 
corded. The 2,426 kills be¬ 
longed to 42 species belong¬ 
ing to eight species of 
amphibians, 19 species of 
reptiles, two species of birds, 
and 13 species of mammals. 
The highest number of road¬ 
kills was observed in Sep¬ 
tember, he said. 

“Studies on roadkills are 
comparatively low in the 
country, but available stu¬ 
dies show that the roadkill 
on the proposed alternative 
highway is high,” Mr. Dha¬ 
neesh said. 

A five-month study on NH 
37, adjacent to the Kaziranga 
National Park in Assam, a 


few years ago recorded 68 
roadkill cases. A six-month 
study on the State highways 
passing through the Nilgiri 
North Territorial Forest Divi¬ 
sion (19 km) and the Mudu- 
malai Tiger Reserve (15 km) 
in Tamil Nadu in 2013 report¬ 
ed 176 roadkills of 30 species. 

“It is suspected that the 
major reason for the road¬ 
kills on the alternative route 
is the unrestricted vehicle 
movements, especially dur¬ 
ing night hours, after the 
night traffic ban was intro¬ 
duced on NH 766 since 
2009,” Mr. Dhaneesh said. 

Moreover, speed-breakers 
have not been set up on the 
route to curb the menace, he 
added. 


• • • 
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AIADMK scared of local 
body polls, says Stalin 


CHENNAI 

The AIADMK government is 
adamantly refusing to hold 
the local body polls, fearing 
that it will face its worst-ever 
defeat due to its poor 
performance and corrupt 
administration, DMK chief 
M.K. Stalin has said. 

INX Media case: Karti 
appears before ED 

NEW DELHI 

Karti Chidambaram, son of 
former Union Minister P. 
Chidambaram, appeared 
before the ED on Wednesday 
for questioning in the INX 
Media money-laundering 
case, officials said. He was 
summoned for a fresh round 
of grilling, they said, pti 

Tamil Nadu doctors 
plan strike from Oct. 25 

CHENNAI 

The Federation of 
Government Doctors 
Association has decided to 
launch an indefinite strike 
starting October 25 after the 
Health department did not 
act on their demand seeking 
better pay. The committee 
meeting of the association 
was convened on Wednesday. 

Aadhaar seeding period 
for PM-KISAN extended 

NEW DELHI 

The Centre has extended the 
deadline for farmers to 
connect their bank accounts 
to Aadhaar to avail benefits 
under the PM-KISAN scheme. 
The extension from August 1 
to November 30 was 
approved on Wednesday. 

Youth held in Odisha for 
burning goddess picture 

BERHAMPUR 

A 26-year-old youth was 
arrested by police in Odisha's 
Rayagada district for burning 
a picture of goddess Durga on 
Tuesday. According to the 
police, some youths led by 
Agasti Garada had burnt the 
picture of the goddess. 


Shoddy repair may have cost four lives 


The workers were washed away at Assam hydel project 



Painful wait: The employees' kin said they were losing hope. 
Picture shows the Kopili powerhouse, -special arrangement 


RAHU L KARMAKAR 

GUWAHATI 

The ruptured water pipeline 
that washed away four peo¬ 
ple engaged in central As¬ 
sam’s Kopili hydroelectric 
project on October 7 was re¬ 
paired only a year ago, rais¬ 
ing questions about the qual¬ 
ity of the work. 

The four people remained 
untraced 48 hours after dis¬ 
aster struck around 6.30 
a.m. 

Three of them were identi¬ 
fied as Robert Baite, Prem 
Pal Balmiki and Joy Sing Ti- 
mung - all employees of the 
North Eastern Electric Pow¬ 
er Corporation (NEEPCO) 
that runs the 275 MW Kopili 
project. 

The fourth was employed 
by a firm engaged in tunnel 
repair work. 

‘Difficult to assess’ 

“We are trying out best to 
check the inflow of water 
and sort things out within a 


day or two so that the power¬ 
house is approachable. This 
is not a normal situation and 
it is difficult to assess the 
damage until and unless we 
start restoring the system,” 
project manager Debotosh 
Bhattacharjee said. 

A project technician, de¬ 
clining to be quoted, said 
that they were struggling to 
block the intake point of the 
penstock pipe that burst. 

The pipe had been carry¬ 
ing water from the NEEPCO 
reservoir to the Kopili po¬ 
werhouse at 12,000 litres per 
second. 

A lot of the water entered 
the powerhouse, forcing the 
officials to shut it down. The 
three NEEPCO employees 
were said to have been 
washed away from the po¬ 
werhouse. 

“Apart from our own peo¬ 
ple, a team of the State Disas¬ 
ter Response Force is stand¬ 
ing by to help find the 
missing people,” Mr. Bhatta¬ 


charjee said. 

The family members of 
the missing employees said 
they were losing hope by the 
hour. 

‘Poor maintenance’ 

One of them blamed NEEP¬ 
CO for slack maintenance, 
leading to the disaster. 

Himanshu Thakkar of the 
South Asia Network on 
Dams, Rivers and People qu¬ 
oted a NEEPCO statement 
that said the penstock pipes 
and tunnels at Kopili were re¬ 
paired a year ago. 

“If that was the case, who 
executed the repairs and 
who certified the adequacy 
of such repairs?” Mr. Thak¬ 
kar asked. 

The Kopili hydroelectric 
project in Dima Hasao dis¬ 
trict has two concrete gravity 
barriers - the 66m tall Khan- 
dong dam on Kopili River 
and the 30m Kopili dam on 
its tributary Umrang stream, 
located at Umrangso. 


‘No sign of caste discrimination’ 

Everything normal, says inspection team at Shivpuri school 



The hut of one of the children who was beaten to death in 
Bhavkhedi village, Shivpuri. -specialarrangement 


Cabinet nod for 5% 
DA rise for govt, staff 

EC says ‘nothing wrong’ with move 


STAFF REPORTER 

BHOPAL 

An inspection team, includ¬ 
ing members from the Na¬ 
tional Commission for Sche¬ 
duled Castes, found no signs 
of caste discrimination at a 
school, and equal access to 
the common hand-pump at 
Bhavkhedi village of Shivpu¬ 
ri district, said Deputy Col¬ 
lector Pallavi Vaidya. 

The Commission, along 
with members of the district 
administration, recently vi¬ 
sited the village where, on 
September 25, two Dalit chil¬ 
dren were allegedly beaten 
to death by upper caste men 
for defecating in the open. 

“Everything was normal 
in the school,” said Ms. Vai¬ 
dya, who was part of the 


team. “We spoke with stu¬ 
dents and they were sitting 
with their friends in class¬ 
rooms. It wasn’t like those 
belonging to certain castes 
were made to sit separately 
or in the corner.” 

Bablu Valmilc (name 
changed), whose sister and 


son were the victims, had 
earlier told The Hindu that 
children of the family - the 
only Mehtar family in the vil¬ 
lage - were not allowed to sit 
along with Yadav children 
on benches. 

As a result, they had to 
drop out, he had said. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

In a decision that raised eye¬ 
brows coming just ahead of 
Assembly elections in States 
including Maharashtra and 
Haryana, the Union Cabinet 
on Wednesday approved a 
decision to release an addi¬ 
tional 5% dearness allo¬ 
wance for Central govern¬ 
ment employees over the 
existing rate of 12% of basic 
pay. A similar increase of 5% 
in dearness relief was also 
announced for pensioners. 

“The Union Cabinet to¬ 
day approved to release an 
additional instalment of 
Dearness Allowance to Cen¬ 


tral Government employees 
and Dearness Relief to pen¬ 
sioners with effect from July 
1, 2019, representing an in¬ 
crease of 5% over the exist¬ 
ing rate of 12% of the Basic 
pay/Pension, to compensate 
for price rise,” a govern¬ 
ment release said. 

The Election Commission 
said there was nothing 
wrong with the announce¬ 
ment, even though it comes 
before the elections in Mah¬ 
arashtra. “This is linked to 
indexation as per the formu¬ 
la for all central government 
employees,” an official, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity, told The Hindu. 


WEATHER WATCH 


RAINFALL, TEMPERATURE & AIR QUALITY IN SELECT METROS YESTERDAY 



TEMPERATURE DATA: IMD, POLLUTION DATA: CPCB, MAP: INSAT/lMD (TAKEN AT 18.00 HRS) 

Forecast for Thursday: Heavy to very heavy rain likely at isolated 
places over central Maharashtra, coastal Andhra Pradesh, Yanam, 
interior Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, Karaikal, Kerala and 
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..32.4.. 

..24.5 

Coimbatore.... 


..33.8.. 

..23.4 

Port Blair. 

.. 31.2.. 

..32.2.. 

..24.2 

Dehradun. 


..31.6.. 

..18.3 

Puducherry. 


..34.1.. 

..24.8 

Gangtok. 

.... 3.3.. 

..19.2.. 

..13.7 

Pune. 

.. 10.2.. 

..31.7.. 

..21.5 

Goa. 

.... 0.7.. 

..33.0.. 

..23.7 

Raipur. 


..31.4.. 

..23.7 

Guwahati. 

.... 2.5.. 

..28.9.. 

..23.4 

Ranchi. 


..26.6.. 

..20.4 

Hubballi. 


..29.0.. 

..21.0 

Shillong. 

.... 0 . 1 .. 

..20.0.. 

..13.7 

Hyderabad. 

.... 4.2.. 

..31.5.. 

..22.2 

Shimla. 

.... 1.6.. 

..20.1.. 

..11.0 

Imphal. 

.... 5.0.. 

..28.9.. 

..18.2 

Srinagar. 



....7.2 

Jaipur. 


..32.8.. 

..20.2 

Thiruvananthapuram.. 

....4.8.. 

..31.8.. 

..24.6 

Kochi. 

. 

..31.6.. 

..25.2 

Tiruchi. 

. 

..35.8.. 

..26.2 

Kohima. 

.. 22.2.. 

..22.7.. 

..14.6 

Vijayawada. 


..33.5.. 

..24.8 

Kolkata . 

.... 2.1.. 

..32.7.. 

..24.5 

Visakhapatnam. 


..30.7.. 

..26.2 


(Rainfall data in mm; temperature in Celsius) 


Pollutants in the air you are breathing 


Yesterday 

CITIES 

SO 2 

NO 2 

CO 

PM2.5 

PMIO 

CODE 


Ahmedabad. 

116 

213 

120 

.215 

.176 

....■ 

In observation made at 

Bengaluru. 

.08 

.50 

.49 

...65 

. - 

....■ 

6.00 p.m., Yamunanagar, 

Chennai. 

.07 

.44 

.27 

.123 

. - 

....a 

Haryana recorded an 

Delhi. 

.16 

...- 

.43 

.206 

.284 

....a 

overall air quality index 

Hyderabad. 

Kolkata. 

.05 

.05 

.38 

.22 

.38 

.19 

. 117 
...25 

...84 

....a 

....a 

(AQI) score of 244 
indicating a dangerous 
level of pollution. In 

Lucknow. 

.03 

.34 

.55 

.274 

— 

....a 

contrast, Haldia, West 

Mumbai. 

.05 

.25 

104 

...33 

...40 

....a 

Bengal recorded a healthy 

Pune. 

.86 

.08 

.67 

...58 

...58 

....a 

AQI score of 13. 

Visakhapatnam 

...- 

...- 

.19 



....a 



Air Quality Code: ■ Poor ■ Moderate ■ Good (Readings indicate average AQI) 
SO 2 : Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system, 
making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air 
particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues 
and monuments. 

NO 2 : Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by 
reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters. 

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to 
critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause 
dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death. 

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes, 
nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced 
lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and premature 
death in people with heart or lung disease 


‘Cannot accuse judge of 
bias based on questions’ 

Must prove indifferent examination: SC 


LEGA L CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Supreme Court has 
held that an accused cannot 
accuse a trial judge of bias 
merely on the ground that 
questions put to him by the 
judge were “extremely ca¬ 
sual and perfunctory”. The 
accused has to prove that 
the allegedly indifferent ex¬ 
amination of the judge un¬ 
der Section 313 of the Code 
of Criminal Procedure 
(CrPC) prejudiced the trial. 

Section 313 of the Code 
deals with the power of the 
court to examine the ac¬ 
cused. 

The provision gives an 
opportunity to the accused 
to personally explain to the 
court the circumstances ap¬ 
pearing in evidence against 
him. It is at a stage after the 
examination of the prosecu¬ 



tion witnesses and before 
the accused is called on for 
his defence. 

The Supreme Court 
Bench of Justices Navin Sin- 
ha and B.R. Gavai pro¬ 
nounced the judgment on 
October 4 in the appeals 
filed by Sainul Khan and Mir 
Shaukat of Jharkhand, who 
were sentenced to life impri¬ 
sonment for a murder they 
committed in 1983. 


GEMINI system to warn 
fishermen of danger 

It also shows fish catch probability 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

To avoid communication 
blackouts that led to 20 fish¬ 
ermen going missing in the 
aftermath of Cyclone Ockhi 
in 2017, a slew of govern¬ 
ment departments, re¬ 
search agencies and private 
companies have developed 
GEMINI, a portable receiver 
linked to ISRO satellites, that 
is “fail-proof” and warn fish¬ 
ermen of danger. 

The Indian National 
Centre for Ocean Informa¬ 
tion Services (INCOIS), a 
Hyderabad institute collabo¬ 
rated with Accord, a private 
company, to develop a box¬ 
shaped receiver that has an 
antenna and in-built battery 
that can last three to four 
days, according to a bro¬ 
chure describing the device. 

GEMINI works on GA- 
GAN, developed by ISRO 



and the Airports Authority 
of India, and is an India- 
made global positioning sys¬ 
tem. It relies on the posi¬ 
tioning system of ISRO’s 
GSAT satellites. 

Storm alerts 

When GEMINI is connected 
to an app, it also lets fisher¬ 
men know the probability of 
fish catch in the surround¬ 
ing seas. 

“Even now we provide 
services such as storm alerts 
and advisories of potential 
fish catch. However, it’s de¬ 
pendent on the mobile ser¬ 
vices provided by your 
phone company,” said Sat- 
ish Shenoi, director, IN¬ 
COIS. 

At ^9,000 a device, it’s re¬ 
latively expensive, say offi¬ 
cials, but attempts are on to 
subsidise it by as much as 
90%. 




Mahatma Gandhi National Council of 
Rural Education 


Department of Higher Education, Ministry of HRD, Govt of India 




THE HINDU GROUP 


5-10-174, Shakar Bhavan, Ground Floor, Fateh Maidan Road, Hyd - 04, website: www.mgncre.in 


Wanted Interns - 60 Nos 

Mahatma Gandhi National Council of Rural Education (MGNCRE) invites applications 
for MGNCRE Internships for “Teacher Educators in Nai Talim and Experiential 
Learning” from Teachers of DIET and B.Ed Colleges. Applicants should have excellent 
written and oral communication skills in English and Hindi. Freshers are encouraged 
to apply. Interns will be selected based on visitto a school of their choice and a School 
Experiential Learning Practice Report in a prescribed proforma available on our 
website. Internship is for 2 months period. 

The selected Intern will be paid a monthly remuneration of Rs.10,000/- and issued a 
certificate on successful completion of Internship for a period of 2 months. Interested 
candidates may apply specifying the period of internship and duration of Internship. 
Filled in application in the prescribed proforma along with the Village Visit report and 
other requisite documents should be sent to the Email ID ipmmnmtt19@gmail.com 
on or before 29 th October, 2019. The selection of the interns will be done by a 
committee constituted forthis purpose. Forthe application format and other details of 
internship, please visit our website www.mgncre.in. 

Sd/- 

MEMBER SECRETARY 


TOT SrclTOj ^ Tl^fo 

Tm SARDAR VALUBHBHA! PATEL NATIONAL POLICE ACADEMY 
iS*^S [TO TOR ; Jl (GmrammiBnt of India : Ministry Of Ho m Affairs) 

IfTTHlT Hyderabad - OS 2 

No. 15011/24/2017/Estt/A2 Dated 4th Oct, 2019 

Applications are invited form the retired officials from Central/State 
Govt, departments for filling up of one post of Administrative Officer 
Grade-Ill in Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel National Police Academy, 
Hyderabad- 500 052, purely on outsourcing basis for a period of 
one year or till the regular vacancy is filled up, whichever is earlier. 

2. The maximum age of the applicant as on 01-01-2020 should not 
exceed 65 years. Remuneration for the retired officers will be fixed as 
per their “Last pay drawn minus monthly pension before commutation 
plus DA for the residual amount at the prevalent rate”. Complete details 
of pay/qualifications required and application form are available in 
Academy website: http://www.svpnpa.qov.in/vacancies.aspx. Duly 
filled in applications, along with supporting documents including copies 
of educational qualification certificates/experience certificate and copy 
of Pension Payment Order issued by the government, should reach the 
Assistant Director (Estt), SVP National Police Academy, Hyderabad - 
500 052, on or before 11-11-2019. 

Sd/- S. Ajeetha Begum 
Assistant Director (Estt) 


PS? 1 3FJTTSTFT 

CSIR ■ CENTRAL ELECTROCHEMICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE 

/ Karaikudi - 630 003. 

| WALK-IN-INTERVIEW NOTIFICATION No. PS-12/2019 | 

Position & 

Stipend 

Essential 

Qualification 

Age 

limit 

Date, Time and 
Venue for interview 

Project Assistant-Il 

^.25,000/-p.m. 

(Consolidated) 

(01 Position) 

Project Assistant-Il 
?.31,000/-p.m.+ 

HRA (01 Position) 

M.Sc. Chemistry with 
55% Marks (50% Marks 
for SC/ST) 

30 

Years 

21.10.2019 

(Monday) 

at 

9.00 AM 
Central 

Electrochemical 
Research 
Institute, 
Karaikudi, 
Tamil Nadu. 

Project Assistant-Il 
?.25,000/-p.m + 

HRA (01 Position) 

B.Tech in Chemical 
Engineering with 55% 
Marks (50% marks for 
SC/ST) 

30 

Years 

Project Assistant-Ill 
?.28,000/-p.m.+ 

HRA (01 Position) 

M.Tech. in Mechanical 
Engineering with 55% marks 
(50% marks for SC/ST) 

35 

Years 

For further details, please visit www.cecri.res.in 

srf^cfjTfr/Administrative Officer 


A SPECIAL PUBLICATION FROMTHE HINDU GROUP i 


GET BLESSED BY THE LORD OF THE SEVEN HILLS 

A collector's edition filled with fabulous pictures of the Lord 
and articles on the famous temple, the Brahmotsavam and 
on the Tirumala Tirupati Devasthanam 


BOOK 

YOUR COPY 

ONLINE 




Visit: publications.thehindugroup.com/bookstore/ 

For bulk booking, e-mail: bookstore@thehindu.co.in 
For any enquiries call: 1800 102 1878 
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War on words 

What matters is the taking of human life, 
and not the Sangh’s name for it 

he annual Vijayadashami speech of its chief, the 
Sarsanghchalak, outlines the thinking of the RSS 
on critical issues. As incumbent chief Mohan 
Bhagwat noted on Tuesday, until 2014, these speeches 
did not attract much attention. In the speech that 
spanned domestic politics, education, economy, fo¬ 
reign affairs, and culture there was nothing that would 
surprise those who have followed the Sangh. But those 
views are today consequential as they get translated to 
state policies, under Prime Minister Narendra Modi. 
Mr. Modi, a former RSS pracharak, and the Home Minis¬ 
ter were recipients of praise for ending the special con¬ 
stitutional status of Jammu and Kashmir. Mr. Bhagwat 
termed this year’s Lolc Sabha election results a demon¬ 
stration of a new resolve of the country. The Sarsangh¬ 
chalak said too much discussion on the frail health of 
the economy would only cause more negativity. A 
thread in his one hour speech was that certain enemies 
of the nation were trying to defame and weaken it. 
Some “chutput” - small - incidents get publicised as 
lynching, which to him is a conspiracy to defame India, 
as “both sides are involved in such acts”. Lynching is a 
western construct, he said. 

The RSS chief is very particular about the words that 
are to be used and avoided, going by his speech. He in¬ 
sisted that India’s culture, heritage, diversity and life 
could be encapsulated in the word Hindu and no other 
word, including Bharatiya, could be a suitable substi¬ 
tute. A considerable part of his speech called for unity, 
harmony, and dialogue among communities and sacrif¬ 
ice for the country. But he reiterated his position that 
such a worthy pursuit could be termed only Hindu 
Rashtra - the fundamental tenet of the Sangh. Whether 
or not there is an equivalent word for lynching in any 
pristine indigenous language, what should concern 
anyone interested in the reputation of India, that is Bha¬ 
rat, is not the label but the act that is being described. 
That act, which Mr. Bhagwat tiptoed around with ver¬ 
bose obfuscation, is mob violence against hapless indi¬ 
viduals, mostly from the minority religious communi¬ 
ties or Dalits. It would be reassuring to know that the 
act of lynching is alien to India, but unfortunately, the 
ire was more against the word than against the act. Ex¬ 
plaining the concept of Swadeshi, Mr. Bhagwat said In¬ 
dia would not hesitate to accept from foreigners what it 
does not have and cannot do without. If lynching is a vi- 
deshi act, then it might need a videshi label too. But this 
war on the word is reflective more of a concern about 
India’s reputation in the eyes of the world than of any 
alarm at the underlying acts of sectarian violence. For 
the sake of Bharat’s reputation, lynchings, by whatever 
name, must stop. 


Infinite crisis 

A Turkish incursion into Syria could weaken 
anti-IS forces and plunge the region into chaos 

resident Donald Trump’s decision to pull U.S. 
troops out of northeastern Syria is tantamount to 
betraying the Kurdish forces who were in the fo¬ 
refront of the war against the Islamic State. Within days 
of the U.S. decision, Turkey launched its much-antici¬ 
pated military incursion on Wednesday into the predo¬ 
minantly Kurdish northeastern Syria. The Syrian Kur¬ 
dish region, Rojava, is now run by a semi-autonomous 
Kurdish government, and its militias People’s Protec¬ 
tion Units (YPG) are guarding the borders. The YGP was 
the dominant player in the U.S.-backed Syrian Demo¬ 
cratic Forces (SDF) that destroyed the IS “caliphate”. 
Turkey, which is fighting a violent Kurdish insurgency 
led by the Kurdistan Workers Party (PICK) in its Kurdish 
territories, sees an empowered YPG and a Kurdish au¬ 
tonomous government across the border a growing se¬ 
curity threat to itself. Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan’s plan is to carve out a buffer between the bor¬ 
der and the Rojava, which will be controlled by pro-Tur¬ 
kish Syrian rebels. He also plans to resettle some Syrian 
refugees here. In its previous intervention, Turkey had 
already pushed the YPG out of Afrin, a border town. It is 
now planning to repeat Afrin in a longer and wider 
stretch of the border region. The American presence 
may have held Mr. Erdogan back, but with the White 
House saying that the U.S. troops “will not support or 
be involved” in the Turkish operation, the decks were 
cleared for Ankara. 

To be sure, the U.S. withdrawing troops itself is not 
the problem. Mr. Trump had made the campaign pro¬ 
mise to wind down America’s military engagements in 
West Asia. Also, the U.S. cannot get stuck in the Syrian 
conflict forever. The problem is the way in which it is 
abruptly disengaging itself and the potential conse¬ 
quences. The Kurds have played a critical role in defeat¬ 
ing the IS, whose fall began in Kobane, the Kurdish 
town which was liberated by the YPG in early 2015. Al¬ 
so, if there is a Kurdistan government in northeast Syria 
today, it is because the Kurds have captured all the ma¬ 
jor cities in the region, including Raqqah, the de facto 
capital of the IS, with U.S. support. But now, with the 
destruction of the IS “caliphate”, the U.S. seems to be 
abandoning the Kurds. Mr. Trump could have opted for 
an orderly exit from Syria with security guarantees 
from Turkey for the Kurds. Instead, he has just given in 
to Turkey’s demands. Second, only the IS caliphate was 
destroyed, not the IS. The remaining IS fighters have re¬ 
treated to the Iraqi and Syrian deserts waiting for an op¬ 
portunity to strike back. The Turkish incursion into Sy¬ 
ria will not just set back the advances the Kurds have 
made in Rojava, but also weaken the most potent anti- 
jihadist force on the ground, besides throwing the 
whole region into chaos. It is a recipe for tragedy. 




Affirmative action at the crossroads 

The Harvard undergraduate admissions case has elements that strongly resonate with the Indian reservation debate 



ASHWINI DESHPANDE 


I n 2014, a group called “Stu¬ 
dents for Fair Admissions” 
(SFFA), founded by a conserva¬ 
tive activist, Edward Blum, alleged 
that Harvard University discrimi¬ 
nates against Asian-American ap¬ 
plicants in the undergraduate ad¬ 
missions process. The lawsuit 
claimed that Asian-Americans 
were held to higher standards 
compared to students from other 
races, and that Harvard was using 
an “illegal” quota system, which 
informally capped the number of 
Asian-Americans, but gave prefe¬ 
rential access to African-American 
or Latino students. 

This claim was made despite 
the fact that Asian-Americans are 
roughly 6% of the U.S. population, 
but were 23% of the entering batch 
in 2018, compared to 15% African- 
Americans and 12% Latino stu¬ 
dents. Indeed, the share of Asian- 
Americans in the top U.S. universi¬ 
ties is far greater than their share 
in the population, and this makes 
it prima facie difficult to under¬ 
stand their grievance. 

Race as factor 

Harvard acknowledged that they 
did, indeed, use race as one factor 
among many, mainly to ensure a 
diverse student body. They 
claimed that their use of race was 
consistent with law. Earlier this 
month, the Federal District court 
ruled in favour of Harvard. Howev¬ 
er, if the case goes to the Supreme 
Court, there is a chance this ruling 
might be reversed. If the Supreme 
Court, dominated by conservative 
judges, strikes down the use of 
race as a criterion for admissions, 
it would mean an end to affirma¬ 


tive action (AA). 

This is a complicated and im¬ 
portant case not just for the future 
of AA in the U.S., but because it 
has the potential to impact anti-AA 
sentiment everywhere. It contains 
elements that strongly resonate 
with the Indian debate on reserva¬ 
tions. 

What does the evidence show? 

David Card, a reputed labour 
economist at Berkeley, provided 
evidence in support of Harvard 
University. He examined the statis¬ 
tical evidence in meticulous detail, 
especially the SFFA’s claim that 
Harvard could achieve its ‘diversi¬ 
ty goals without considering race 
by using a variety of race-neutral 
admissions practices’. 

Applicant pool and views 

In an impressively thorough re¬ 
port, Dr. Card demolishes the 
SFFA’s arguments successfully. 
The SFFA’s claims of discrimina¬ 
tion are based on the evidence 
that Asian-Americans have higher 
academic achievements than 
white applicants, but are admitted 
at a lower rate. Dr. Card shows that 
academic achievement is only one 
of the criteria for judging excel¬ 
lence. Harvard’s applicant pool 
consists of students with outstand¬ 
ing academic credentials, and the 
process is very competitive. In 
2019, it received 37,000 applica¬ 
tions for 2,000 seats; more than 
8,000 of these had perfect grades, 
and more than 5,000 had perfect 
mathematics or verbal SAT scores. 

Thus, to choose from this pool, 
a strong candidate cannot be de¬ 
fined only on the basis of test 
scores; non-academic aspects 
have to be considered. Harvard 
claims that they judge ‘excellence 
in a variety of forms, and include 
students with diverse experiences, 
backgrounds, skills and interests’. 

This multi-dimensionality is 
possible when the student body is 
racially diverse. 

Another economist, Peter Arci- 



diacono, argued on behalf of the 
SFFA, and focused exclusively on 
academic achievement to show 
that African-American and Latino 
students with lower academic 
scores were admitted at the ex¬ 
pense of Asian-Americans with 
higher scores. Dr. Card demon¬ 
strates conclusively that Dr. Arci- 
diacono’s empirical analysis did 
not account for the overall context 
of each candidate’s application, 
such as the ‘quality of high school, 
socio-economic circumstances, 
resources and opportunities avail¬ 
able to the applicant as a result of 
their high school, neighbourhood 
and family background’. 

Indian parallel 

The significance of this point can¬ 
not be overstated. In India, the 
fact that entry-level cut-offs are 
lower for reserved category stu¬ 
dents is seen as proof that the re¬ 
servation policy is “anti-merit”, 
and leads to its corollary, viz., abo¬ 
lition of reservations is needed in 
order to improve merit. If our un¬ 
iversities adopted a more holistic 
set of criteria for admissions, that 
would have the twin benefit of re¬ 
ducing the excessive and un¬ 
healthy obsession with board ex¬ 
amination scores, and reorienting 
admission priorities. It would ena¬ 
ble universities to account for va¬ 
rious sources of disadvantage due 
to poor socio-economic circum¬ 
stances. This is not to argue that 
marks should not count at all, but 
to say that the admissions based 


on marks, while also making allo¬ 
wances for socio-economic cir¬ 
cumstances, need not mean an au¬ 
tomatic death of “merit”. The 
challenges in increasing access to 
higher education to students from 
deprived backgrounds are enor¬ 
mous, but these challenges are in¬ 
herent in any strategy that ex¬ 
pands access to higher education, 
and have to be dealt with. 

Legacy admissions 

AA has been on the retreat in the 
U.S., battling several legal chal¬ 
lenges. Today it stands on a pre¬ 
cipice because Asian-Americans 
feel that they are losing out to 
whites in terms of entry into pres¬ 
tigious institutions. If the SFFA 
wins this case in the Supreme 
Court, it might be the final nail in 
the coffin of affirmative action. 

What would be the impact on 
whites, the most privileged group? 
They are already the majority in 
educational institutions; even if 
AA for minorities and women 
were dismantled, the implicit quo¬ 
ta for them will, most likely, stay 
intact. All these years, the extent 
of “legacy” admissions, i.e. prefe¬ 
rential admissions for students 
whose parents graduated from 
Harvard or Radcliffe (its former 
sister school) was unclear, but 
thanks to this lawsuit, it is clear 
that legacy preferences can make 
a big difference, and not just at 
Harvard. According to 2018 data, 
42% of private institutions and 6% 
of public institutions in the U.S. 
consider legacy status as a factor 
in admissions. Universities, in¬ 
cluding Harvard, defend this prac¬ 
tice by claiming that it fosters a 
healthy and diverse campus and 
alumni community. But the truth 
is that legacy admissions favour af¬ 
fluent white students. 

What did the lawsuit say about 
legacy admissions? Nothing. “Stu¬ 
dents for Fair Admissions” sounds 
disconcertingly similar to the In¬ 
dian “Youth for Equality”. The 


mainstream use of the words 
“equality” and “fair” in the con¬ 
text of AA is an excellent example 
of irony, which is typically lost on 
the users and consumers of these 
arguments. AA, or reservations in 
India, is essentially a policy of 
compensatory discrimination, 
which discriminates in favour of 
groups that are traditionally dis¬ 
criminated against, stigmatised 
and marginalised, such as African- 
Americans, Latinos in the U.S.; Da¬ 
lits and Adivasis in India. Because 
of historical and contemporary 
discrimination, these groups 
would typically be under-repre¬ 
sented in formal institutions, and 
in order to compensate for that, 
preferential policies such as quo¬ 
tas are needed. 

Those against AA turn this logic 
on its head and argue that the pre¬ 
ferential policies are unfair and 
foster inequality, because they use 
criteria other than “merit” for ad¬ 
missions (race in the U.S., caste 
and tribal status in India). Howev¬ 
er, these critics are blind to the ele¬ 
phant in the room: legacy admis¬ 
sions in the U.S., or their Indian 
counterpart: discretionary man¬ 
agement quotas or donations- 
based admissions. These methods 
of entry are opaque, completely 
divorced from “merit” (even in the 
narrowest sense of examination 
scores), and blatantly favour those 
with means and privilege. 

This case reveals, once again, 
that critics of affirmative action 
the world over argue exactly the 
same way, regardless of the con¬ 
text. We have to wonder why the 
fiercest of them never train their 
guns on the fundamental, most 
critical feature of college admis¬ 
sions that is anti-meritocratic, un¬ 
fair and inequality-enhancing: 
pathways for easy entry for the al¬ 
ready privileged through legacy, 
networks and money. 


Ashwini Deshpande is Professor of 
Economics, Ashoka University 


Maintaining the India-China stride length 

Wuhan was meant to stabilise India-China ties at a time of major global changes; the basic understanding must continue 



ZORAWAR DAULET SINGH 


T he recent calm in India-Chi¬ 
na relations might have 
erased images of the turbu¬ 
lent chapter that preceded it. For 
much of the period between 2014 
and 2017, uncertainty regarding 
the other side’s policies and inten¬ 
tions leading to tension, mistrust, 
and competition characterised the 
relationship. It was an unusual 
spike in the post-Cold War era and 
only subsided in 2018. 

Wuhan and after 

Over the past decade, three histor¬ 
ical forces have been shaping In¬ 
dia-China relations. Some of these 
forces have been pushing both 
countries towards competition 
and some impelling them towards 
cooperation and collaboration. 
The first is a changing world order 
and the rise of Asia, a phase that is 
generally traced to the period after 
the 2008 global economic crisis. 
The second is the idea that with 
the West’s declining capacity and 
inclination to responsibly manage 
international and Asian affairs, In¬ 
dia, China and other re-emerging 
powers are being thrust into new 
order building roles that would re¬ 
quire coordination and coopera¬ 
tion to preserve global stability 
and co-develop new governance 
institutions and norms. The third 
is a changing South Asia with Chi¬ 


na’s 2013 and 2014 policy declara¬ 
tions of deepening ties with its pe¬ 
riphery including with 
subcontinental states, followed 
soon after with the ambitious Belt 
and Road initiative and the China- 
Pakistan Economic Corridor in 
April 2015. 

While all three factors contri¬ 
buted to the complexity of India- 
China relations in the period lead¬ 
ing up to 2017, the region became 
the main arena of interaction, with 
both sides adopting antagonistic 
approaches and strategies. Much 
of this acrimonious build-up can 
be traced to China’s decision to ex¬ 
pand linkages with its southwest¬ 
ern periphery and India’s percep¬ 
tion and reaction to that process. 
In retrospect, the Doklam episode 
in the high Himalayas was really 
the culmination of a deeper fester¬ 
ing question - how would India 
and China relate to each other as 
their footprints grew in their over¬ 
lapping peripheries? 

It was only with the outbreak of 
the border crisis and the possibili¬ 
ty of a conflict that both leader¬ 
ships undertook a sober assess¬ 
ment of the complex historical 
forces at play. When situated 
against the broader picture of an 
emerging multipolarity, uncer¬ 
tainty on the future of globalisa¬ 
tion, and, the still long journey to¬ 
wards social and high-tech 
rejuvenation of their economies, it 
led to a similar conclusion by the 
two leaderships: a lessening of re¬ 
gional tension was in the national 
interest of both countries. This, in 
essence, was the backdrop to the 
April 2018 “informal summit” in 
Wuhan, where both sides decided 



to arrest the deterioration in the 
relationship and attempt to chart a 
fresh course. 


Creating some order 

Both leaderships also discovered 
the void of a contemporary frame¬ 
work to guide their complex rela¬ 
tionship in a rapidly changing and 
uncertain international environ¬ 
ment. Recall that the 1988 modus 
vivendi was built on a very prag¬ 
matic understanding that despite 
their decades-old territorial dis¬ 
pute, both sides would keep the 
ball rolling so to speak and deve¬ 
lop all-round ties until the time 
was ripe for a dignified settlement 
of their dispute. But there was 
nothing in that understanding to 
either guide a geopolitical accom¬ 
modation or regulate the depth 
and range of issues that have come 
to define the relationship in the 
ensuing decades. Wuhan 1.0 was 
an attempt to articulate some 
norms that could serve as a re¬ 
newed set of guidelines to policy¬ 
makers and bureaucracies in both 
countries. It was built on five pil¬ 
lars. The “simultaneous emer¬ 
gence of India and China”, two 
major powers with independent 
foreign policies is a reality. The re¬ 


lationship has regained impor¬ 
tance and become “a positive fac¬ 
tor for stability” in the global 
power flux. Both sides recognise 
the “importance of respecting 
each other’s sensitivities, con¬ 
cerns and aspirations”. Both lea¬ 
derships would provide “strategic 
guidance to their respective mili¬ 
taries” to manage the border 
peacefully. And finally, both sides 
would strive for “greater consulta¬ 
tion on all matters of common in¬ 
terest”, which includes building a 
real “developmental partnership”. 

Subsequently, the Wuhan ap¬ 
proach was critiqued for not going 
far enough in terms of laying out a 
blueprint to resolve differences. 
There is some merit in that inter¬ 
pretation. Yet, the fact is both 
sides have contained much of the 
spiralling competition and mis¬ 
trust, and, there is little doubt that 
an uncertain international envi¬ 
ronment motivated both sides to¬ 
wards such a choice. It has also 
been claimed that China had tacti¬ 
cal reasons for a truce with India 
in order to focus on strategic com¬ 
petition with the U.S. This is also 
true. But what has not been em¬ 
phasised enough is India too bene¬ 
fits from not having to overburden 
its military, weak economy, and 
under-resourced diplomatic corps 
from having to focus on two fronts 
in a region-wide rivalry with Chi¬ 
na. As India’s Foreign Secretary 
stated in February 2018, “India 
has to find and define for itself a 
relationship with China which al¬ 
lows us to maintain our foreign 
policy objectives and at the same 
time allows us a policy that is pru¬ 
dent enough that does not lead us 


to conflict on every occasion.” In 
essence, Wuhan was grounded in 
realpolitik considerations. 

Three-point road map 

Going forward, India’s China poli¬ 
cy should be guided by three 
grand strategic goals: an inclusive 
security architecture in Asia that 
facilitates a non-violent transition 
to multipolarity without disrupt¬ 
ing economic interdependence; a 
fair and rules-based open interna¬ 
tional order to better reflect Indian 
and developing economy inter¬ 
ests; and, geopolitical peace and 
sustainable economic develop¬ 
ment in the neighbourhood. China 
is important to the successful pur¬ 
suit of each of these goals, and the 
principal task before Indian poli¬ 
cymakers is to envisage and exe¬ 
cute a policy framework that al¬ 
lows for progress on these three 
ends. 

The historian Odd Arne Westad 
recently advised, “The more the 
U.S. and China beat each other up, 
the more room for maneuver oth¬ 
er powers will have.” One could 
equally apply that mantra to India 
and China. Unrestrained competi¬ 
tion only benefits other powers. 
The recent stability in India-China 
relations is a choice made by both 
sides. History is obliging both 
countries to step up and play con¬ 
structive roles to shape the emerg¬ 
ing world order even as it is impell¬ 
ing both sides to learn to co-exist 
in a common neighbourhood. 


Zorawar Daulet Singh is a fellow at the 
Centre for Policy Research and author of 
‘Power and Diplomacy: India’s Foreign 
Policies During the Cold War’ 
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India’s first Rafale 

The strike capability of 
India has received a shot in 
the arm with Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
formally receiving the first 
Rafale fighter jet in France 
(Page 1, “Rajnath receives 
first Rafale”, October 9). 

But the whopping cost of 
the 36 Rafales that have 
been ordered and India’s 
continued reliance on 
foreign powers to boost its 
defence capabilities, 
underscores the imperative 
need to turn the focus on 
enhancing indigenous 
defence production without 
any delay. 

As a rising economic power, 
India cannot afford to 
remain one of the largest 


importers of defence 
equipment. 

M. JEYARAM, 

Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu 

Alternative agriculture 

The Editorial page article, 
“Stirring up the truth about 
ZBNF” (October 9), is a 
reminder of flawed 
agricultural practices in 
India. Zero Budget Natural 
Farming won praise initially 
on a number of counts but 
it is clear now that its pillars 
- Bijamrit, Jivamrit, 
Mulching and Waaphasa - 
have still to pass the test of 
their effects on yields. The 
use of cow dung and cow 
urine which the 
government appears intent 
on promoting have their 


limitations. There needs to 
be a proper scientific study 
of the ZBNF. 

Sachin Prince, 

New Delhi 


Estate labour 

The article, “In Sri Lanka, a 
bitter brew” (‘Ground Zero’ 
page, October 5), shows 
that as far as the ‘Malayaha’ 
community in Sri Lanka is 
concerned, the ground 
reality remains the same 
even after Sri Lankan 
citizenship has been 
granted to them. It brought 
back bitter memories for 
me, of my school days 
(1964-1970) in a tea estate 
under the Glenalpin Group, 
in Badulla, Sri Lanka. I 
consider myself fortunate 


when my parents were 
repatriated to India under 
the Indo-Ceylon Pact of 
1964 and moved to the 
Nilgiris. There were no 
decent jobs then for hill 
country Tamil students 
even if they managed to 
become academically 
accomplished. The tea 
industry in Sri Lanka may 
be the country’s economic 
backbone, but the plight of 
the labour force is 
distressing. 

V. Dharmalingam, 

Gudalur, The Nilgiris 

Tuesday, at The Hindu 

It is gratifying that 
The Hindu has elevated its 
readership outreach to a 
level of radical 


transparency (‘From the 
Readers’ Editor’, “Dialogue 
to bridge divides”, October 
7). Adding a third tier to its 
ongoing dialogue with 
readers, the proposed 
monthly and twice-a-day 
access for selected readers 
to the newsroom, stands 
out for its bold 
innovativeness. This unique 
experiment, that very few 
newspapers have ever 
attempted, is journalistic 
territory that is zealously 
guarded and usually out of 
bounds for outsiders. No 
matter how many columns 
the Readers’ Editor may 
write, it is a thankless task 
to try to explain the ethical 
and professional 
underpinnings of news 


selection, news-production, 
and story-writing to a 
staggeringly diverse 
readership, many of whom 
tend to judge the print 
media by the standards 
followed by cacophonous 
broadcasters and a divisive 
social media. There is no 
better alternative than a 
first-hand experience of the 
newsroom activities to 
educate readers about the 
tremendous pressures that 
editors facewhile 
simultaneously ensuring 
that the newspaper gets 
delivered at our doorsteps 
the next day. 

V.N. MUKUNDARAJAN, 
Thiruvananthapuram 
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In Kashmir, opening a Pandora’s Box 

The protests triggered by Imran Khan’s UN speech show that the current quietude is deceptive 



"Under this new curfew, Kashmiris are likely to close ranks, be more cohesive 
than ever before." A security person frisks passengers of a private vehicle in 
Srinagar on October 7. - pti 



V. SUDARSHAN 


Addressing a press conference on the 
first 100 days of the Modi 2.0 govern¬ 
ment, External Affairs Minister S. 
Jaishankar said in late September 
that India expects to have physical 
jurisdiction over Pakistan-occupied 
Kashmir some day. How India pro¬ 
poses to do this is unclear, however. 
A few days later. Defence Minister 
Rajnath Singh said that if Islamabad 
did not mend its ways, PoK could go 
the Bangladesh way. He warned that 
the Indian Air Force took care not to 
attack the Pakistani Army during the 
Balakot strikes early this year, but 
that could change if terrorism conti¬ 
nued. 

And yet it was India that said at the 
United Nations General Assembly 
that Pakistan Prime Minister Imran 
Khan’s detailed perception of the 
way things could spin out of control 
between the two countries over Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir was “brinkman¬ 
ship, not statesmanship”. 

The U.S. reaction 

Mr. Khan’s speech at the UN seems to 
have been received well in the va¬ 
rious constituencies he was address¬ 
ing. In Kashmir, it triggered 23 prot¬ 
ests in 24 hours, incidents of stone 
pelting, and anti-India slogans. And 
Mr. Khan has had a chance to explain 
the Kashmir situation, as Pakistan 
sees it, not once but twice to U.S. Pre¬ 
sident Donald Trump. Mr. Khan 
probably thinks he succeeded the se¬ 
cond time round. 

Consequently, Alice Wells, the Act¬ 
ing Assistant Secretary of State, stat¬ 
ed: “Prime Minister Modi in August... 
sort of laid out a plan and objectives 
of returning Kashmir political life 
and restoration of - even of State sta¬ 
tus and engagement with a new gen¬ 
eration of political leaders. And I 
think we are interested in knowing 
the next steps in engagement and en¬ 
couraging that political dialogue to 
begin... We hope to see rapid action 
in the lifting of the restrictions and in 
the release of those who have been 
detained... Obviously, steps that 
would benefit the Kashmiri people 


we would welcome - I mean, eco¬ 
nomic benefits to the Kashmiri peo¬ 
ple. But right now, the focus I think 
has been on the return to political 
life and to a dialogue between the 
parties. This is a issue that members 
of Congress have raised in letters that 
they’ve sent to the administration 
and there will be - Congress has 
called for testimony on human rights 
in South Asia.” 

“Even of State status” seems to in¬ 
dicate that Jammu and Kashmir 
could once again be promoted to 
Statehood under certain conditions 
at some point in time. Does this then 
mean that the U.S. has signed on to 
India’s preferences on Kashmir? It 
appears that Indian policymakers 
have concluded that a tipping point 
in the country’s favour has been 
reached as far as Kashmir is con¬ 
cerned. Initial signs in Jammu and 
Kashmir have been taken as an en¬ 
dorsement of the government’s deci¬ 
sion. 

While it is true that there have 
been no large-scale protests and 
deaths by police firing so far in Jam¬ 
mu and Kashmir, but only silence, 
that quietude could be deceptive. 


Even with such a massive deploy¬ 
ment of troops and sketchy reporting 
of what is really going on in Kashmir, 
Mr. Khan’s speech at the UN and 
what it triggered immediately indi¬ 
cates that Kashmir could be a Pando¬ 
ra’s Box waiting to be opened. Given 
the expectations of the international 
community, can the Indian govern¬ 
ment hope to have so many forces 
deployed in Kashmir to keep the peo¬ 
ple confined for long? Is this the way 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
“new Kashmir” will be formally off to 
a start as a Union Territory on Octob¬ 
er 31, with promised shiny economic 
packages, delimitation, elections and 
Lilliputian political activity, even as 
normal life remains affected? When 
P.V. Narasimha Rao was once asked 
how much autonomy Kashmiris 
should enjoy, he said, “the sky is the 
limit”. Atal Bihari Vajpayee famously 
promised insaniyat (humanism), 
jamhooriyat (democracy) and kash- 
miriyat (Kashmir’s legacy of amity). 
Mr. Modi endorsed these promises 
and claimed they would be kept. Is 
this what he meant? 

The government faces a serious 
crisis of credibility. The older main¬ 


stream politicians in Jammu and 
Kashmir, now sidelined as “anti-na¬ 
tionals”, will probably continue to 
languish as long as the Public Safety 
Act continues to apply on them. The 
ground has not been prepared for a 
new political crop. It will be nearly 
impossible to yank out of this poorly 
politically primed soil local messiahs 
to bear New Delhi’s cross. Right now 
there seem to be no such pro-Delhi 
elements in Kashmir. The hurt and 
bottled up anger could grow expo¬ 
nentially under the curfew. An entire 
new generation is staying away from 
schools and colleges at the moment. 
They are hardly likely to embrace ca¬ 
reers in the Indian civil service, or 
don uniforms to turn the gun on fel¬ 
low Kashmiris. They are not going to 
warm up to the new dream sold by 
New Delhi. The Kashmiris are hardy 
people, furiously played all the time 
by all sides. Even as the rest of India, 
particularly the northern and central 
States, revel in the anticipation of the 
birth of this ‘new Kashmir’, the alie¬ 
nation of the Kashmiri Muslim will be 
complete, even as the schism bet¬ 
ween the rest of the country and 
Kashmir grows. Under this new cur¬ 
few, Kashmiris are likely to close 
ranks, be more cohesive than before. 
The amount of time the National Se¬ 
curity Adviser spends in Jammu and 
Kashmir is perhaps a good indicator 
that things are already tougher to 
work out than previously foreseen. It 
will be tougher now to prise away the 
potential collaborators. 

‘New Kashmir’ 

There is also the effect of the pro¬ 
longed deployment of the armed 
forces on the armed forces them¬ 
selves. The deployment is to counter 
public disorder, and is centred round 
the urban areas. In rural Kashmir, 
the radicals have a freer run. The 
communications blockade has prob¬ 
ably hampered both sides of the se¬ 
curity equation, and is perhaps af¬ 
fecting counterinsurgency ops as 
well. In the “new Kashmir” that is 
taking shape, suicide bombings of 
the Pulwama kind could be difficult 
to prevent. Though New Delhi does 
not control that trigger, it is egging 
on those who do. Once someone 
reaches for it there will be great diffi¬ 
culty in closing the lid of the Pando¬ 
ra’s Box. 


sudarshan.v@thehindu.co.in 


The minimum wage solution 

While indexation of the NREGA wages is critical, lifting them 
to the minimum wage would help workers and the economy 



RAJENDRAN NARAYANAN 
& SAKINA DHORAJIWALA 


The government made two recent announ¬ 
cements at two ends of the spectrum to miti¬ 
gate the economic crisis. One concerns a 
new indexation of NREGA wages meant to 
increase rural incomes. The second is a re¬ 
duction in corporate tax rate. 

Prices of commodities increase each year, 
so it’s important to accurately estimate how 
much a NREGA labourer should earn in 2020 
if she earned H79 (national daily average 
NREGA wage) in 2019. For this, we need a 
good index to benchmark and revise the 
wages. Indices are (weighted) averages of the 
prices of a basket of goods consumed and 
the index must be based on the main items 
of consumption for rural households. NRE¬ 
GA daily wages are to be indexed with an up¬ 
dated inflation index called the Consumer 
Price Index-Rural (CPI-R) instead of the older 
Consumer Price Index-Agricultural Labour¬ 
ers (CPI-AL). The calculation of CPI-AL in¬ 
volved more food items in the consumption 
basket while the calculation of CPI-R involves 
more non-food items such as healthcare and 
education. CPI-R better reflects the rural 
consumption basket compared to CPI-AL. 

Increase base wages 
Although this new indexation is critical, it 
will have a sizeable impact on increase in ru¬ 
ral incomes only if the base NREGA wages 
are high. For example, let’s assume a 10% in¬ 
crease in wages due to the new indexation. 
Then NREGA wages in Kerala at Z271 per day, 
one of the highest, would become 1298. Ho¬ 
wever, if NREGA wages were equal to the 
State minimum wages, the wages in Kerala 
would increase from ?490 to about ?540. A 
substantial increase in NREGA wages and 
subsequent indexation with CPI-R would be 
meaningful for the workers and the econo¬ 
my. But barring three States/UTs, NREGA 
wages are still lower than the State minimum 
wages elsewhere, in violation of the law. 

Minimum wages are neither a dole nor an 
act of charity. They are a legal mandate that 
are arrived at by calculating the minimal nu¬ 
tritional requirement and basic needs of an 
individual. In fact, the Fair Wages Commit¬ 
tee of the Ministry of Labour (1949) noted in 
a progressive report that a “living wage” 
should also include education, healthcare 
and insurance besides the bare essentials. In 
Sanjit Roy v. State of Rajasthan (1983), the 


Supreme Court held that paying less than mi¬ 
nimum wages is akin to “forced labour”. In 
Workmen v. Management of Raptakos Brett 
(1991), it said that the aforementioned provi¬ 
sions must be added to arrive at a moral “liv¬ 
ing wage” to ensure basic dignity of life. Yet, 
the current daily NREGA wages are just a 
quarter of the minimum daily living wage of 
?692 as outlined in the 7th Pay Commission. 

Increase inequality 

The current corporate tax cut will only wi¬ 
den economic inequality. According to the 
Oxfam Inequality Report 2018, in one year, 
the wealth of the richest 1% in India grew by 
^20.91 lakh crore, which is equivalent to the 
2017-18 Budget. According to estimates by 
CRISIL, due to the recent tax cut, 1,000 com¬ 
panies would have annual savings of around 
07,000 crore. In comparison, the last an¬ 
nual NREGA budget is ^60,000 crore. So the 
estimated gains of more than a 1,000 compa¬ 
nies would be equivalent to the annual earn¬ 
ings of around 7.2 crore NREGA labourers. 
What is worse is that the budget allocation 
for NREGA gets exhausted by October of 
each financial year, leading to delays in pay¬ 
ment of wages. These are all legal violations. 

According to a 2015 IMF report, “if the in¬ 
come share of the top 20% (the rich) increas¬ 
es, then GDP growth actually declines over 
the medium term”, while “an increase in the 
income share of the bottom 20% (the poor) is 
associated with higher GDP growth”. While 
corporate tax cuts and lower interest rates 
would give corporations some liquidity, it is 
unlikely that rural demand will increase. On 
the contrary, without a substantial increase 
in NREGA wages, the wages would barely 
match inflation levels leading to wage stagna¬ 
tion in real terms. It is therefore economical¬ 
ly prudent to substantially increase the bud¬ 
get for public programmes such as NREGA. 
This would lead to higher disposable income 
for the poor which in turn would have posi¬ 
tive multiplier effects in the economy. 

On economic, ethical, and legal counts, it 
behoves the government to pay attention to 
the poor. However, the ruling party seems to 
pander to the super rich. In circumstances of 
unsustainable wages, the poor would be 
forced to become part of the migrant labour 
force eager to eke out a modicum of exis¬ 
tence. India Inc. would, in turn, benefit by 
absorbing them at throwaway daily wages 
leaving no alternatives for labourers. Jean 
Dreze and Amartya Sen’s poignant imagery 
of India having pockets of California in a sea 
of sub-Saharan Africa is still eerily true. 


Rajendran Narayanan teaches atAzim Premji 
University , Bengaluru , and Sakina Dhorajiwala is a 
researcher with LibTech India 


For a happy childhood 

India requires multiple interventions to prevent 
mental health disorders among adolescents 


SOUMYA SWAMINATHAN, LAKSHMI 
VIJAY AKUMAR & SUKRITI CHAUHAN 


With over 18% of India’s population 
aged 10-17, the future of the country 
will be driven by this segment. The 
government has introduced many in¬ 
itiatives for their health, nutrition, 
education and employment. The 
goal should be for them to thrive, be 
productive adults and be happy. 

Suicide among adolescents 

But a happy childhood is fast becom¬ 
ing a challenge for many. Recent data 
suggest that mental health disorders 
are on the rise among 13-17-year-olds, 
with one out of five children in 
schools suffering from depression. 
According to the National Mental 
Health Survey of 2016, the preva¬ 
lence of mental disorders was 7.3% 
among 13-17-year-olds. With many re¬ 
sorting to self-harm, statistics suggest 
that suicide among adolescents is 
higher than any other age group. Ac¬ 
cording to the Global Burden of Dis¬ 
ease Study 1990-2016, in India, the 
suicide death rate among 15-29-year- 
olds was highest in Karnataka (30.7), 
Tripura (30.3), Tamil Nadu (29.8), 
and Andhra Pradesh (25.0). India’s 
contribution to global suicide deaths 
increased from 25.3% in 1990 to 
36.6% in 2016 among women. 
Though suicides among women have 
decreased overall, the highest age- 
specific suicide death rate among wo¬ 
men in 2016 were for ages 15-29 years 
and 75 years or older. 

Half of all mental health disorders 
in adulthood starts by 14 years of age, 
with many cases being undetected. 
Those who suffer from depression 
and anxiety in adulthood may often 
begin experiencing this from child¬ 
hood and it may peak during adoles¬ 
cence and their early 20s. 

Studies relate suicidal behaviour 
to absenteeism from school, sexual 
and/or physical abuse and depres¬ 
sion, bullying and peer pressure. Ov¬ 
erall, a poor social environment and 
difficulties in discussing problems 
with parents increase the odds of 
poor mental health. Even as many 
can identify feeling sad and dis¬ 
tressed, only about 8% can label it as 
depression. Most are unable to cor¬ 
rectly identify approaching mental 
health professionals as a good solu¬ 



tion due to the stigma around mental 
health issues and lack of understand¬ 
ing of how good support can help 
them feel and do better. 

The good news is that parents and 
peers can play an important role by 
being understanding and communi¬ 
cative. There is evidence that tech¬ 
nology can create loneliness, isola¬ 
tion and unrealistic expectations for 
adolescents. By moving away from 
strict rules and diktats, parents 
should gently discuss the role of tech¬ 
nology to bring adolescents to the 
realisation that limiting screen time 
and engaging in social activities may 
improve how they feel. 

By learning more about mental 
health, parents and school adminis¬ 
trations should sensitise themselves 
about what constitutes ‘warning 
signs’ like erratic sleep patterns and 
mood swings. Peer support systems 
and trained counsellors can encour¬ 
age dialogue around seeking support 
and better coping mechanisms. 

Creating awareness 

A new approach is required for dis¬ 
seminating mental health awareness 
backed by progressive government 
policies, based on evidence-based 
approaches. A 2010 Lancet study 
highlighted interventions conducted 
with 10,000 adolescents across 10 
European countries, with a key suc¬ 
cess around ‘Youth Behaviour and 
Mental Health’ segment. This result¬ 
ed in adolescents with mental health 
challenges receiving psychological 
support via 45-minute sessions, 
which ensured a reduction in suicidal 
ideas and behaviour. Projects with a 
similar approach, such as SPIRIT 
(Suicide Prevention and Implementa¬ 
tion Research Initiative) in India, aim 
to reduce suicides among targeted 
adolescents and implement re¬ 
search-based suicide interventions. 
They also aim to empower regional 
policymakers to integrate evidence 
generated from implemented re¬ 
search on suicide prevention in poli¬ 
cymaking. India requires multiple si¬ 
milar interventions for change. 


Soumya Swaminathan is Chief Scientist at the 
World Health Organization; Lalcshmi 
Vijayalcumar is the founder ofSNEHA, a suicide 
prevention centre; and Sukriti Chauhan is a 
Director at Global Health Strategies 




DATA POINT 


Winter 
is here 


The months of August and September 2019 marked among the lowest lows for the Indian economy, 
according to various indicators. This was in line with what IMF chief Kristalina Georgieva suggested 
- that emerging markets such as India will experience an even "more pronounced" effect amidst a 
"synchronised slowdown" in the global economy. By Vignesh Radhakrishnan 


Service sector down I Activity in the service sector fell 
in September 2019 to the Lowest level since February 2018. 
Also, data on new work intake showed a decline in Sept, 
following an 18-month rise 
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The core is weak I The volume of production in eight 
core industries in August 2019 grew at -0.5%, the lowest 
in 52 months. Recession in the five sectors was first 



SOURCE: RBI MONETARY POLICY REPORT, IHS MARKIT, MOSPI, 
RBI CONSUMER CONFIDENCE SURVEYS 


Credit to commercial sector down I Non-food credit 
from banks to the commercial sector from April 1 to Sept. 

13, 2019 was a net negative ?93,688 crore. The negative 
figure indicates that the commercial sector saw more loan 
repayments than borrowings from banks. The commercial 
sector includes firms not engaged in farming, manufacturing, 
or transportation. Non-food credit denotes loans other than 
the ones used for buying produce from farmers 
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Confidence is down I Due to the slowdown, consumer 
responses marked an increase in pessimism among urban 
citizens in the most recent RBI confidence survey 


60 


40 


20 


0 


_ %_who, said employment _ 

% who snid situation will worsen 



-^% who said income levels will decrease more 


file 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

FIFTY YEARS AGO October io, 1969 

Pak denies change in attitude 

The Pakistan Foreign Office to-day [October 
9] denied categorically any changes in Pakis¬ 
tan’s attitude in the “outstanding disputes” 
with India. A spokesman of the Foreign Of¬ 
fice was commenting on a statement made 
in Delhi yesterday by Mr. Dinesh Singh, In¬ 
dia’s External Affairs Minister, that he noted 
a “distinct change” in the Pakistani attitude 
during talks with his Pakistani counterpart 
at the United Nations. The spokesman said 
Pakistan was always willing to hold bilateral 
talks with India on these disputes “with a 
view to finding a solution through a self-exe¬ 
cuting machinery.” The spokesman recalled 
Pakistan President Yahya Khan’s reply to the 
Indian Premier, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, last July 
in which the former reiterated that Pakistan 
has always been and continues to remain 
“ready to enter into a Dialogue - as it is not 
only under stood but made clear by both 
sides that it would encompass all outstand¬ 
ing issues with a view to finding a solution to 
them.” The spokesman said President Yahya 
Khan had also suggested setting up a self-ex¬ 
ecuting machinery to ensure that the talks 
yielded fruitful results. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO October 10, 1919 

A lecture on professionalism. 

Rao Bahadur K.B. Ramanatha Aiyar deli¬ 
vered a lecture on “professionalism” last 
evening at the Kellett Hall, Triplicane, when 
Mr. G. A. Natesan was in the chair. The lectur¬ 
er said that professionalism was a characte¬ 
ristic of all mankind. There were men who 
used the muscle and men who used the 
brain. The wage earner wished to earn as 
much as possible with the least possible 
physical exertion and the capitalist tried to 
have as large a margin of profit as possible, 
giving very little to the wage earner. The 
whole mankind came under one or the oth¬ 
er of these classes. There must be a recogni¬ 
tion on the part of both that they must try to 
produce as much as possible, the most use¬ 
ful things, by combination, for the benefit of 
all. The more the useful things were pro¬ 
duced the more wealthy a nation was likely 
to be. If the intelligent capitalist and the in¬ 
telligent worker should see that the interest 
of one was bound up with interest of the oth¬ 
er, the world’s problem would be solved. For 
all higher professions there must be a train¬ 
ing necessary before hand. There must be a 
certificate of authority, a recognition that 
people of a certain profession belonged to a 
fraternity. It was so in the case of medical 
men, teachers, lawyers, engineers, traders. 


A ND-NDE 
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Bihar police call 
sedition case ‘false’ 


INTERVIEW I BHUPENDRA YADAV 


‘We will amalgamate regional and national aspirations’ 

BJP general secretary in charge of Maharashtra polls says the party will present a vision paper for the welfare of farmers 


He was also an advocate for 
Brajesh Thakur, prime ac¬ 
cused in the Muzaffarpur 
shelter home sexual abuse 
of 34 minor girls. 

“He is a serial litigant and 
I also had been victim of his 
litigation....until now he has 
filed 715 PIL pleas on the ba¬ 
sis of paper cuttings against 


dignitaries like former PM 
Manmohan Singh, Amitabh 
Bachchan, Hrithik Roshan 
and others,” tweeted Depu¬ 
ty Chief Minister Sushi Ku¬ 
mar Modi. “It would be 
wrong to drag the BJP or the 
RSS or target Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in this mat¬ 
ter,” he added. 


Slowdown effects more 
pronounced in India: IMF 


“In some of the largest 
emerging market econo¬ 
mies, such as India and Bra¬ 
zil, the slowdown is even 
more pronounced. In Chi¬ 
na, growth is gradually com¬ 
ing down from the rapid 
pace it saw for many years.” 

Uncertain outlook 

The precarious outlook pre¬ 
sents challenges for coun¬ 
tries already facing difficul¬ 
ties - including some of the 
Fund’s programme coun¬ 
tries, she noted. 

The RBI on Friday lo¬ 


wered India’s GDP growth 
estimate for the year to 6.1% 
from the earlier 6.9% due to 
the ongoing period of eco¬ 
nomic slowdown. 

Ms. Georgieva called for 
using monetary policy wise¬ 
ly and enhancing financial 
stability. 

“Now is the time for 
countries with room in their 
budgets to deploy - or get 
ready to deploy - fiscal fire¬ 
power. In fact, low interest 
rates may give some policy¬ 
makers additional money to 
spend,” she said. 


Data localisation plans 
hang in the balance 


“No Party shall require a co¬ 
vered person to use or lo¬ 
cate computing facilities in 
that Party’s territory as a 
condition for conducting 
business in that territory,” 
reads the wording in the 
draft chapter. 

Further, the suggested 
phrasing by the 14-member 
group (the RCEP comprises 
16 countries including Chi¬ 
na) on cross-border elec¬ 
tronic transfers is that “a 
Party shall not prevent 
cross-border transfer of in¬ 
formation by electronic 
means, where such activity 
is for the conduct of the bu¬ 
siness of covered person.” 

In its April 2018 notifica¬ 
tion, the RBI had said that 
“all system providers shall 
ensure that the entire data 
relating to payment systems 


operated by them are stored 
in a system only in India.” 

This data is to include the 
full end-to-end transaction 
details, information collect¬ 
ed, carried, or processed as 
part of the message or pay¬ 
ment instruction. If India 
agrees to the wording as it 
is, then these rules by the 
RBI will also have to be re¬ 
viewed, as would any future 
plans the government has to 
implement data localisation 
in any form. 

India’s suggestionreads: 
“No Party shall, subject to 
laws and regulations framed 
by it from time to time, re¬ 
quire a covered person to 
use or locate computing fa¬ 
cilities in that Party’s territo¬ 
ry as a condition for con¬ 
ducting business in that 
territory.” 


Prominent govt, offices a 
fire away from disaster 


Last month, the Ministry of 
Housing and Urban Affairs 
set the ball rolling on a pro¬ 
ject to revamp the 3-km- 
long Central Vista stretch 
from Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
including buildings such as 
Shastri Bhawan, Krishi Bha- 
wan and Nirman Bhawan. 

Senior officials said one 
of the reasons for the plan to 
demolish the old buildings 


and erect a new common 
Central Secretariat is possi¬ 
bly the frequent fires break¬ 
ing out in cramped offices. 
In two fairly recent instanc¬ 
es, a fire broke out at Shastri 
Bhawan on April 30. And on 
March 6, a CISF sub-inspec¬ 
tor died after a major fire 
broke out on the fifth floor 
of a building in the CGO 
complex. 


Rahul Gandhi to address 
rallies in Maharashtra 
on October 13,15 


CM, Sena chief 
had poked fun at 
the Congress over 
his absence 

ALOK DESHPANDE 

MUMBAI 

Hours after Chief Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis and Shiv 
Sena president Uddhav 
Thackeray said the absence 
of ex-Congress president Ra¬ 
hul Gandhi from the As¬ 
sembly polls campaign was 
a sign that the Opposition 
had given up hopes, the 
Congress announced that 
Mr. Gandhi would indeed be 
campaigning in the State on 
October 13 and 15. 

A senior Congress leader 
said on Wednesday that 
dates for Mr. Gandhi’s visits 
to Maharashtra had been fi¬ 
nalised. “He will surely ad¬ 
dress one rally in each reve¬ 
nue division of 
Maharashtra,” said the lead¬ 
er, adding that venues of the 
rallies are being finalised. 

Earlier on Wednesday, 



addressing a rally at Ner in 
Dhule district, Mr. Fadnavis 
said, “I read in newspapers 
that Rahul Gandhi is in 
Bangkok. He knows they are 
going to lose anyway, so why 
take the blame for the de¬ 
feat? He is not ready to 
come here.” 

At another rally in San- 
gamner, Mr. Thackeray said, 
“Your leader [Mr. Gandhi] 
has reached Bangkok. So, 
you [State Congress chief 
Balasaheb Thorat] too, can 
sit at home and cease cam¬ 
paigning else the public will 
compel you to do so.” 

1st meeting after LS poll 

It will be for the first time 
that Mr. Gandhi will address 
public meetings after the 
Congress drubbing in the 
Lok Sabha election and his 
resignation as party presi¬ 
dent. 

It also comes against the 
background of rumours that 
the Gandhi family has decid¬ 
ed not to campaign for the 
Assembly elections. 



NISTULA HEBBAR 

BJP general secretary Bhupendra Yadav has been given 
charge of the party’s Assembly election campaign in Maha¬ 
rashtra. He speaks on the poll issues and the alliance with the 
Shiv Sena... 


What are the main issues 
that you are going to the 
people with, in these polls? 

■ The election in Maharash¬ 
tra is about the development 
work that the BJP govern¬ 
ment in the State has done. 
In the last one term, under 
the leadership of Devendra 
Fadnavis, the government 
has done unprecedented 
work in irrigation, education 
and basic infrastructure. To 
maintain this development 
story, we are ready with not 
only our report card of what 
we have done but also our vi¬ 
sion for the future. Coupled 
with the work that Prime Mi¬ 
nister Narendra Modi’s go¬ 


vernment has done, our poll 
promise is the amalgamation 
of regional and national aspi¬ 
rations with regard to 
development. 

The Shiv Sena had asked for 
an equal distribution of 
seats, while the BJP was 
asserting that ground 
realities be accepted. Is 
there some lingering 
bitterness there. We have 
heard there are at least 30 
rebel candidates cutting 
into each other’s votes. 

■ There is no bitterness. We 
decided on the contours of 
the alliance together. It was 
the BJP and the Shiv Sena to¬ 


gether that also identified 
the four other alliance partn¬ 
ers in the Mahayuthi. Wha¬ 
tever is being said, therefore, 
is without any basis. There is 
no bitterness and we are nat¬ 
ural partners. We have been 
working together for a while 
now. 

After the alliance was fi¬ 
nalised, Chief Minister Fad¬ 
navis and Shiv Sena presi¬ 
dent Uddhav Thackeray 
addressed a joint presser to 
announce it. So there is abso¬ 
lutely no basis for such talk. 

The writ of the Chief 
Minister, it is said, ran on 
the distribution of ticket this 
time and he has sidelined 
many stalwarts of the party 
leading to heartburn. 

■ In the BJP, ticket distribu¬ 
tion is a collective activity, 
and there is a democratic 



Nationalism and 
development are not 
contradictory, they 
supplement each 
other 

process that is followed. 
Those who have been denied 
ticket, those leaders too have 
a role in the organisation and 
the party. That is why, it is a 
collective act by the party. 

Two issues that stood out 
during Mr. Fadnavis’s term 
were farmers’ agitations and 
the Maratha agitation. Do 


you expect these issues to 
crop up again, and are you 
satisfied with the way it was 
politically managed by the 
Chief Minister? 

■ I want to point out the con¬ 
trast in the way the Congress- 
Nationalist Congress Party 
government in the past and 
the BJP government at pre¬ 
sent dealt with the issue of 
farmers. The Congress-NCP 
government’s scams with re¬ 
gard to irrigation are well 
known, whereas we have in¬ 
creased the area of land un¬ 
der irrigation. We will be pre¬ 
senting a vision paper soon 
on behalf of the party on 
what all we must do for the 
welfare of farmers (drought- 
free Maharashtra). 

The Opposition is saying 
that you are raising issues 
such as dilution of Article 


370, etc. in the Maharashtra 
polls, in order to cover up 
on failures on the 
development front by your 
government. To obscure the 
criticism through 
nationalist rhetoric. Your 
response? 

■ First of all, nationalism and 
development are not con¬ 
tradictory, they supplement 
each other. Secondly, the 
country’s security and deve¬ 
lopment is possible only if 
States also contribute. It is in 
the country’s interest if this 
is so. 

The abrogation of Article 
370 was a powerful step by 
the Narendra Modi govern¬ 
ment in integrating the coun¬ 
try and its impact cannot be 
ignored, which is why we be¬ 
lieve that this issue is not 
contradictory to the narra¬ 
tive of development. 


BJP eyes split in Cong, votes 

Congress hopes to benefit from feud in Chautala family and splitting up of INLD 



Parties have barely 10 days to deploy their star campaigners 
ahead of the voting on October 21. -akhilesh kumar 


Clarify stand on Article 
370, Amit Shah tells Cong. 

‘Centre’s move about nation’s security’ 


SAND EEP PHUKAN 

NEW DELHI 

Within hours of Ashok Tan- 
war, the former chief of the 
Congress in Haryana resign¬ 
ing from his party’s primary 
membership, BJP leader and 
State Chief Minister Mano- 
har Lai Khattar put up a ‘no 
entry’ sign for the 43-year- 
old leader. 

“None with baggage will 
be welcomed into the party,” 
he said. 

Sharp contrast 

The remark by Mr. Khattar 
stood out in sharp contrast 
with the ruling party’s past 
electoral strategy in Harya¬ 
na. 

In the run-up to the 2014 
Lok Sabha election, the BJP 
had managed to rope in 
high-profile leaders from the 
State: Chaudhary Birender 
Singh, who had served as a 
Minister in the previous Con¬ 
gress government headed by 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda, 
and Rao Inderjeet Singh, a 
former Minister of State in 
the Congress-led UPA re¬ 
gime. Even during the 2019 
election, the BJP managed to 
defeat Mr. Hooda’s son, Dee- 
pender, by fielding a former 
Congress MP, Arvind Shar- 
ma. 

So, what ‘baggage’ did Mr. 
Khattar have in mind in put¬ 


ting up a barrier for Mr. Tan- 
war? Or is there another pol¬ 
itical strategy in play? 

For the BJP, undoubtedly 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi would be the single- 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


most important factor to try 
and repeat its performance 
in the Lok Sabha polls. 

But reports indicate that 
Mr. Modi may be able spare 
time only after Chinese Pre¬ 
sident Xi Jingping concludes 
his visit to the country on 
October 12. 

Despite the central Con¬ 
gress leadership slamming 
the government over the Ar¬ 
ticle 370 decision, former 
Chief Minister Hooda has en¬ 
dorsed it. Mr. Hooda has 


supported the NRC demand. 

Apart from keeping its 
campaign local, the Con¬ 
gress hopes to gain from a fa¬ 
mily feud within Om Prakash 
Chautala’s family and the 
splitting up of the Indian Na¬ 
tional Lok Dal (INLD). 

Congress leaders argue 
that with the INLD, the third 
force in State politics, in dis¬ 
array, Haryana is likely to 
witness a two-cornered fight 
between the grand old party 
and the ruling BJP. 

In such a scenario - a two- 
way fight where local factors 
matter - Mr. Tanwar and his 
following among the Dalit 
community may help the BJP 
by preventing a consolida¬ 
tion of the Opposition votes. 
Or, by its calculation, split 
the votes for the Congress. 


Cong, reverses 
order on 
Tripura 

SOBHANA K NAIR 

NEW DELHI 

The Congress has reversed 
its order within 24 hours 
on the appointment of 
State in charge for Tripura 
without any clear clarifica¬ 
tion for the changes. 

On Monday, the party is¬ 
sued orders replacing Goa 
leader Luizinho Faleiro as 
the State in charge with As¬ 
sam MP Gaurav Gogoi. Mr. 
Faleiro, who was handling 
all seven northeastern 
States, was divested of res¬ 
ponsibility to handle Trip¬ 
ura and Manipur. 

Recently, Tripura State 
unit president Pradyut Ma- 
nilcya walked out of the 
party, blaming Mr. Faleiro 
for mishandling the State. 
He had gone on to allege 
that he was forced to leave 
the party because of Mr. 
Faleiro. 

“Seeing Monday’s order, 
we thought some wisdom 
had dawned on the party 
and it had decided to take 
action, but within a day 
brought back Mr. Faleiro,” 
a senior Congress leader 
from northeast said. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

CHANDIGARH 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah attacked the Congress 
on Wednesday over its stand 
on the Centre’s move ren¬ 
dering Article 370 in Jammu 
and Kashmir inoperative, 
and asked its leader Rahul 
Gandhi to clarify the party’s 
stance on the issue. 

Mr. Shah, who was ad¬ 
dressing a rally in Haryana’s 
Kaithal ahead of the As¬ 
sembly election, said that by 
reading down provisions of 
Article 370, the BJP-led go¬ 
vernment had accom¬ 
plished what successive go¬ 
vernments had failed to do 
in 70 years. 

Tor or against?’ 

“Rahul Gandhi had opposed 
the decision on Article 370. 
He should clear his stance 
on the issue. Do you support 
Article 370 or are you 
against it?” said Amit Shah. 
He said the Centre’s move 
was about nation’s security 
and it had nothing to do 
with politics. 

Mr. Shah said the Con¬ 
gress had come to a position 
where it did not know how 
to react to situations. 

“They only have one 
agenda and that is to oppose 



Amit Shah 


whatever the BJP does. The 
Congress has opposed the 
surgical strikes, airstrike 
and rendering Article 370 
inoperative. Our Defence 
Minister Rajnath Singh per¬ 
formed Shastra Pujan for 
Rafale [fighter jet] in 
France, but the Congress 
party didn’t like this as well. 
The Congress needs to think 
before opposing... they 
should deliberate on what 
must be opposed and what 
must not be.” 

Mr. Shah said the BJP had 
always kept the interest of 
the country before everyth¬ 
ing else. In 1971, when the 
Army emerged victorious 
and Bangladesh was creat¬ 
ed, Atal Bihari Vajpayee was 
among the first to congratu¬ 
late the then Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi. 


Cong, boycotts local 
body polls in Kashmir 


Khurshid slams Rahul for ‘walking away’ 

Disappointed with Sonia Gandhi’s status of interim Congress president, he says 


BJP emerges lone contender 


PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SRINAGAR 

The Congress on Wednes¬ 
day decided to stay out of 
the Block Development 
Council (BDC) polls sche¬ 
duled for October 24 in J&K, 
leaving the BJP as the lone 
contender in the elections 
being held on a party basis. 

“We won’t participate in 
the BDC election. How can 
political parties take part 
when leaders are under de¬ 
tention? The Election Com¬ 
mission should have con¬ 
sulted political parties 
before announcing the 
dates,” said Jammu and 
Kashmir Pradesh Congress 
chief G.A. Mir. 

He said the Congress be¬ 
lieved in strengthening of 
democratic institutions but 
was compelled to take a de¬ 
cision to boycott the BDC 
polls. “The atmosphere is 
not conducive. Instead of fa¬ 
cilitating democratic pro¬ 
cesses, roadblocks are being 
created by the government,” 
Mr. Mir said. 

He said the election was 
being held to facilitate the 
“victory of only one party”. 
“Our party leaders are not 
even being provided securi¬ 
ty,” he added. 

With its decision, the 
Congress has joined the 
mainstream regional par¬ 
ties, including the National 
Conference (NC), the Peo¬ 
ples Democratic Party (PDP) 
and the Peoples Conference 


Colleges reopen 
after 66 days 

PEER ZADA ASHIQ 

SRINAGAR 

The J&K government on 
Wednesday reopened col¬ 
leges and varsities after 66 
days of closure following 
the withdrawal of special 
status to J&K. However, 
classrooms wore a desert¬ 
ed look on most campuses. 
The government had asked 
the colleges to provide stu¬ 
dy material for uncovered 
syllabus. 


(PC), in staying away from 
the polls. 

The NC and the PDP had 
stayed away from the pan- 
chayat elections last year ov¬ 
er the issue of J&K’s special 
status. 

“This election is not cred¬ 
ible at all. It’s a sham exer¬ 
cise. This may be called a se¬ 
lection but not election. 
They want to install people 
on BDCs. But the fact re¬ 
mains that people’s rejec¬ 
tion of the Centre's decision 
on Article 370 is getting 
louder and louder with each 
passing day in J&K,” NC 
Member of Parliament Has- 
nain Masoodi said. 

Farooq Khan, advisor to 
the Governor, said the de¬ 
tention of leaders would not 
impact the BDC polls. 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

As an intense power struggle 
rages between former Con¬ 
gress president Rahul Gand¬ 
hi’s team and the old guard, 
senior Congress leader Sal¬ 
man Khurshid has slammed 
Mr. Gandhi for “walking 
away” soon after the 2019 re¬ 
sults, robbing the party of an 
opportunity to carry out a 
detailed analysis. 

“If he were there, we 
could have reflected on the 
2019 general election result. 
But he did not stay despite 



SaLman Khurshid 


requests from many of us. 
That’s a fact,” Mr. Khurshid 
told The Hindu. 

The party, he said, can’t 


administer a treatment if the 
very nature of the “ailment” 
was not known. 

He expressed disappoint¬ 
ment at the current arrange¬ 
ment with Sonia Gandhi 
leading the party as an “inte¬ 
rim” president. “I am not 
pleased that we are using the 
word ‘interim.’ I wish she 
will indicate that she is a reg¬ 
ular president. I hope and 
wish she stays on as presi¬ 
dent.” He did not subscribe 
to the view proffered by ma¬ 
ny of his colleagues like 
Shashi Tharoor that free and 


fair elections must be held 
for party president’s post. 

‘Ground reality’ 

“There is no issue in holding 
elections... If I stand for one I 
will get ten votes. We all 
know the ground reality. You 
may wish the ground reality 
to be different, but the truth 
is that they [Gandhis] are 
heads and shoulders above 
us and we owe a lot to them. 
They are seen by the public 
as the national leaders of the 
Congress party,” Mr. Khur¬ 
shid said. 


Rajnath invites French defence firms to India 

Provide attractive business environment, says engine maker Safran 



Defence Minister Rajnath Singh at Safran, the engine-making 
facility for Rafale fighter jet, in Paris on Wednesday. ■ pti 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Defence Minister Rajnath 
Singh on Wednesday made a 
pitch for the French industry 
to invest and explore collab¬ 
orative opportunities in In¬ 
dia while French engine ma¬ 
nufacturer Safran said that 
India should provide an at¬ 
tractive business environ¬ 
ment and not “terrorise us” 
with its tax and customs 
rules. 

“We want collaboration to 
modernise our shipyards 
and defence platforms by in¬ 
fusion of technology. French 
firms can make India their 
base for production of de¬ 
fence equipment not only 
for India’s large market but 


also for export to other 
countries,” Mr. Singh said, 
addressing the Chief Execu¬ 
tive Officers (CEOs) of the 
French defence industry. He 
is on a two-day visit to 
France. 


Earlier in the day, Mr. 
Singh visited the Safran ma¬ 
nufacturing plant at Villa- 
roche near Paris where he 
was given a presentation of 
the company’s activities and 
a tour of the assembly line. 


Safran manufactures en¬ 
gines for the Rafale fighter 
jet, 36 of which the Indian 
Air Force (IAF) has contract¬ 
ed. Mr. Singh formally re¬ 
ceived the first Rafale made 
for IAF on Tuesday. 

India is set to become the 
third largest commercial 
market for aviation and we 
are keen to create a strong 
maintenance and repair 
base in India to serve cus¬ 
tomers, Olivier Andries, CEO 
Safran Aircraft Engines said. 
Safran plans to invest about 
$150 million in India towards 
training and maintenance. It 
is also looking to set up 
maintenance, repair and 
overhaul (MRO) facilities in 
India. 
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When Zhou was ‘lost in contemplation’ at Shore Temple in Mamallapuram 

Chinese Prime Minister visited the heritage site in 1956 when the relationship between the two nations was underlined by the ‘Hindi-Chini bhai bhai’ spirit 



History repeats: Zhou En-Lai, the then Premier of the People's Republic of China, during his visit to Mamallapuram on 
December 7,1956; and, right, at the Integral Coach Factory on December 13,1956. -the hindu archives 


T. RA MAKRISHNAN 

CHENNAI 

When Chinese President Xi 
Jinping, accompanied by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, visits Mamallapuram 
on October 11 for a cultural 
evening, it will mark the first 
visit after a gap of 63 years 
by a top Chinese dignitary to 
the World Heritage Site 
famed for its rock-cut 
sculptures. 

On December 6,1956, the 
then Prime Minister of Chi¬ 
na, Zhou Enlai, and Vice- 
Premier, Ho Lung, visited 
Mamallapuram, about 50 
km from the city. R.K. Neh¬ 
ru, India’s Ambassador to 
China, was the Indian go¬ 
vernment’s representative 
during his visit. 

A report published by 
The Hindu on December 7, 
1956, says the Chinese Pre¬ 
mier and his delegation 
spent “nearly two hours” at 


Mamallapuram [regarded as 
the city of Mamalla or Nara- 
simhavarman-I (630-668 
CE) of the Pallava dynasty]. 
He “expressed his admira¬ 
tion of the sculptures and 
asked a number of details 
about each piece of work” 
he was shown by the Ar¬ 
chaeological Survey of In¬ 
dia. At the entrance to the 
Shore Temple, he stood for 
“quite some time” and was 
“lost in contemplation of the 
scene”. 

He also watched some 
sculptors at work and was 
shown ancient manuscripts. 
He also drank two glasses of 
tender coconut water. 

Kalakshetra programme 

On Friday evening, Mr. Modi 
and Mr. Xi are scheduled to 
witness a cultural pro¬ 
gramme to be presented by 
the Kalakshetra Foundation, 
an 83-year-old Chennai- 


based institution devoted to 
teaching Bharatanatyam 
and Carnatic music. 

In the ambience of the 
Shore Temple, the Indian 
Prime Minister will host a 
dinner for the Chinese Presi¬ 
dent. 


Unlike this time, the visit 
of the Chinese dignitary in 
1956 was a relatively low-key 
affair. 

It was left to the Collector 
of Kancheepuram district 
[which was then called 
Chengalpattu and com¬ 


prised the present Tiruval- 
lur district too] A. Venkate- 
san to receive Zhou. Other 
local officials and local Con¬ 
gressmen were also present. 

A “lovely silk shawl and a 
set of Tamil books” were 
presented to the Chinese 


Prime Minister, The Hindu 
reported. 

Zhou used the occasion 
of his trip to Mamallapuram 
to capture global attention. 
Interacting with a group of 
international journalists, he 
questioned the attitude of 


The Chinese leader 
expressed his 
admiration of the 
sculptures and asked a 
number of details about 
each piece of work 

the government of the Unit¬ 
ed States in the Suez Canal 
crisis, which was then a rag¬ 
ing international dispute. 

The visit of the Chinese 
Prime Minister took place at 
a time when bilateral ties 
were marked by the “Hindi- 
Chini bhai bhai” slogan. 
This was evident in Chennai 
at the time of Zhou’s arrival, 
as a large number of school- 
children lined the road from 
the Meenambakkam airport 
to the Raj Bhavan, waving 
flags and showering flowers 
on the Chinese visitor. The 
children also raised slogans 
“long live Indo-Chinese 
friendship” and “Zhou Enlai 
ki jai”, according to a report. 


Besides, at a civic recep¬ 
tion at the Corporation Sta¬ 
dium (now called Nehru Sta¬ 
dium), a “vast gathering,” to 
quote another report of The 
Hindu published on Decem¬ 
ber 6, 1956, turned up and 
Zhou “received an ovation” 
when he rose to address the 
gathering. 

The Prime Minister, who 
had earlier met India’s form¬ 
er Governor General C. Raja- 
gopalachari at the Raj Bha¬ 
van, told the gathering that 
“Madras [which was how 
the city was called then] is a 
city which has made an out¬ 
standing contribution to the 
great culture of India.” The 
then Mayor, K.N. Srinivasan, 
presented a miniature Asho- 
ka Pillar in silver and gold to 
Zhou, who later went to the 
Gemini Studio to watch the 
shooting of a Telugu feature 
film starring S.V. Ranga Rao 
and S. Varalakshmi. 



Differences crop up over J&K 

India protests against remarks made by China after Xi-Imran meeting in Beijing 



Continuing engagement: Narendra Modi and Xi Jinping at the 
Gandhi Ashram in Ahmedabad in 2014. - pti 


Hasina defends 
LPG export 
deal with India 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

ICO L KATA 

Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina on Wednes¬ 
day defended her govern¬ 
ment’s decision to export 
LPG to India. At a press 
meet in Dhaka, Ms. Hasina 
said Bangladesh was not 
exporting natural gas but 
LPG. 

The criticism of deals 
between Bangladesh and 
India gathered momentum 
as a student was beaten to 
death allegedly by the rul¬ 
ing party’s student wing 
over the issue. Ms. Hasina 
said the guilty students 
“will be punished”. 

Answering a question, 
she said Bangladesh would 
provide 1.82 cusecs of wa¬ 
ter from the Feni to Tripu¬ 
ra. “Very little” water was 
being given to Tripura and 
it should not create a pro¬ 
blem, she said. 

Regarding bulk export 
of LPG, she said the gas 
was “not produced” in 
Bangladesh. 


SUHASINI HAIDAR 
ATUL ANEJA 

NEW DELHI/BEIJING 

Just hours after India and 
China announced the infor¬ 
mal summit in Chennai bet¬ 
ween Prime Minister Naren¬ 
dra Modi and President Xi 
Jinping, differences grew ov¬ 
er comments made by Mr. Xi 
and Pakistan Prime Minister 
Imran Khan on Kashmir in 
Beijing. 

Mr. Xi said that China “is 
concerned about the situa¬ 
tion in Kashmir”, according 
to a report on the Chinese of¬ 
ficial news agency Xinhua. 

“China supports the Pa¬ 
kistani side in safeguarding 
its legitimate rights and in¬ 
terests and hopes that the 
parties will resolve the dis¬ 
pute through peaceful dia¬ 
logue,” the report said. In a 
separate “joint press re¬ 
lease” issued by the Pakistan 
government, the Chinese go¬ 
vernment reportedly re¬ 
ferred to UN Security Coun¬ 
cil resolutions on Kashmir, a 
day after it had spoken of a 


bilateral settlement to the is¬ 
sue. In a sharp reaction to 
the statements, the Indian 
government said that Jammu 
and Kashmir was an “inte¬ 
gral part of India”. 

Internal affairs 

“China is well aware of our 
position. It is not for other 
countries to comment on the 
internal affairs of India,” said 
the official spokesperson Ra- 
veesh Kumar. Speaking at a 
press conference in Beijing 
about another possible 


source of tension, Chinese 
Vice-Minister and former 
Ambassador to India Luo 
Zhaohui said that Beijing did 
not recognise the Him Vijay 
mountain combat exercises 
in what he called the “dis¬ 
puted eastern sector”. 

“As far as we know, the so- 
called military exercises is 
not a fact, it is not true. Se¬ 
cond, the region you men¬ 
tioned is a sensitive region 
and we don’t want to hear 
that reference,” Mr. Luo said 
in reply to a question about 


whether China had protest¬ 
ed against the exercises, and 
added that the leaders would 
build on the “personal che¬ 
mistry” achieved in Wuhan. 

“Both the leaders have 
strategic vision and global 
perspective... So for them to 
sit down in Chennai and dis¬ 
cuss global and regional af¬ 
fairs shows that the dragon 
and the elephant can work 
together, (and) that we can 
have bilateral relations and 
practical cooperation bet¬ 
ween the two countries,” Mr. 
Luo said. 

According to the pro¬ 
gramme, the two leaders will 
hold discussions at a hotel in 
Mamallapuram, about an 
hour away from President 
Xi’s hotel in Chennai. On Fri¬ 
day, Mr. Xi will land in Chen¬ 
nai shortly before 2 p.m. He 
will join the PM for sightsee¬ 
ing in the Mamallapuram 
temple complex, including 
the Shore Temple, the Pan- 
cha Rathas (five chariots) 
and Arjuna’s penance 
monuments. 


Nepal, China to discuss rail 
connectivity during Xi visit 

Kathmandu looking for alternative after India blockade 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI/BEIJING 

Nepal-China train connectiv¬ 
ity is expected to get priority 
during the visit of President 
Xi Jinping, Nepal’s Defence 
Minister Ishwor Pokhrel said 
on Wednesday. Senior Chi¬ 
nese officials described the 
October 12-13 visit to Kath¬ 
mandu as a “plus” to India- 
China ties. 

“Rail connectivity with 
China is a burning issue be¬ 
fore the Nepali citizens. It’s a 
topic that both sides are ex¬ 
pected to discuss when Pre¬ 
sident Xi arrives here on Oc¬ 
tober 12. The project has 
several aspects that require 
detailed top-level negotia¬ 
tions,” Mr. Pokhrel told The 
Hindu over telephone re¬ 
garding the Kathmandu-Kyi- 
rong rail connectivity that 
would open Nepal to Chi¬ 
nese trains across the 
Himalayas. 



The connectivity between 
Kathmandu and Kyirong in 
Tibet has acquired greater 
significance since the 2015- 
16 blockade that froze the 
movement of goods from In¬ 
dia to Nepal and streng¬ 
thened demand for an alter¬ 
native connectivity option 
for Kathmandu. 

The trans-Himalayan pro¬ 
ject is estimated at $2.75 bil¬ 
lion and is considered to be 
one of the most ambitious 
infrastructure plans ever un¬ 
dertaken by the Chinese go¬ 
vernment. Discussions dur¬ 


ing the visit are expected to 
focus on the crucial issue of 
financing of the massive 
project. 

The Minister said the visit 
was an honour for the peo¬ 
ple of Nepal as this was the 
first official journey by a Chi¬ 
nese President in nearly 
two-and-a-half decades. Pre¬ 
sident Xi will arrive in Kath¬ 
mandu for an overnight visit 
on October 12, the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Nepal 
announced on Wednesday 
morning. The visit will com¬ 
mence after completion of 
Mr. Xi’s India visit. 

China’s Vice Minister Luo 
Zhaohui also drew attention 
to the “new railway connec¬ 
tivity initiative” with Nepal 
and said, “We hope that Chi- 
na-India plus cooperation 
will be expanded to Nepal. 
We also hope that the coop¬ 
eration will be expanded to 
Bhutan.” 


Relief for PoJK families 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

The Union Cabinet on Wed¬ 
nesday approved a one-time 
payment of ^5.5 lakh as a re¬ 
settlement package for the 
5,300 displaced families 
which had come from Pakis¬ 
tan-occupied Jammu and 
Kashmir (PoJK) and initially 

Centre 
empanels 
IAS officers 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

AHMEDABAD 

The Centre on Monday em¬ 
panelled 24 IAS officers of 
the 1987 batch to hold Se¬ 
cretary-level posts while 14 
others from the same batch 
have been empanelled as 
Secretary-equivalent. 

Similarly, 25 IAS officers 
of the 1991 batch have been 
empanelled to hold Addi¬ 
tional Secretary-level post 
at the Central level. 


settled outside Jammu and 
Kashmir but later relocated 
to the State. 

Union Minister Prakash 
Javadekar said a “historical 
wrong” had been corrected. 
In 2016, the Union Cabinet 
had announced a U2,000- 
crore resettlement package 
for 36,384 such families. 


r 

IndianOil LNG 


PUBLIC TENDER 


IndianOil LNG Private Limited is 

inviting for public tender no: 
IOLPL/2019-20/PT-02/GBD for the 

Development of Green belt and 
landscaping inside Ennore LNG 
Terminal, Ennore, Chennai - 600120. 

Tender sale period: 10.10.2019 
@10:30 hrs. -23.10.2019 @17:30 hrs. 

(Both days inclusive) 

For details visit our website: 
www.indianoillng.com/Tender 

Addendum/Corrigendum, if any, shall 
be notified in company’s website only. 


Government of Karnataka 

KARNATAKA SECONDARY 
EDUCATION EXAMINATION BOARD 

6 th Cross, Malleshwaram, Bengaluru-560 003 
Ph: 080-23349434 Fax: 23347670 
No: B3/2020/Exam/P.A.P.06/2019-20 Date: 09.10.2019 


e-TENDER NOTIFICATION 


The Director, Karnataka Secondary Education Examination 
Board, hereby invites e-tenders from eligible bidders for the 
“Supply of pre-printed Answer Script Pertaining to April 
& June-2020 S.S.L.C. Exams” as per KTPP Act -1999, 
through e-procurement portal only. Tender document may be 
downloaded from www.eproc.karnataka.gov.in or 
www.kseeb.kar.nic.in. Tender commences on 10.10.2019. 
and the last date for subimission 09.12.2019 at 4.00 PM. 
Tender pre-bid meeting on 06.11.2019 at 12.00 PM in the 
office of the Director, Exams, opening of technical bid on 
11.12.2019 at 4.00 PM, opening of commercial bid tentatively 
on 13.12.2019 at 4.00 PM, Approximate value of tender is 
Rs. 4,89,42,200/-, tender EMD is Rs. 9,78,844/-. For more 
details visit above mentione office during office hours 

Sd/- Director (Exams). 



GOVERNMENT OF ODISHA, “e”- PROCUREMENT NOTICE 
WORKS DEPARTMENT 


E-mail : ceroads.bbsr@qmail.com 


213-B : 


Bid Identification No. CE-DPI & R-12/2019-20 


1. The Chief Engineer (DPI & Roads), Odisha on behalf of Governor of Odisha invites 
percentage rate bids in double cover system in ONLINE MODE from eligible 
contractors for Road / Bridge works as mentioned below: 


2. Nature of work 

3. No. of work 

4. Tender Paper Cost 

5. Class of Contractor 


Road Works 
01 No. 

Rs.10,000.00 
Super Class 

as noted against each work 


6. Available of bid document : From 10.00 A.M. of 17.10.2019 to 5.00 PM of 

in the website. 06.11.2019 

7. Date of opening of Bid : Dt.07.11.2019 at 11.30 AM 

8. The Bidders have to participate in ONLINE bidding only. Further details can be seen 
from the website : https://tenderodisha.gov.in . Any addendum / corrigendum / 
cancellation of tender can also be seen in the said website. 


34117/11/0030/1920 


Chief Engineer (DPI & Roads), Odisha. 



SOUTHERN POWER DISTRIBUTION COMPANY OF TEIANGANA LTD. 


e-PR0CUREMENT TENDER NOTICE 


TSSPDCL intends to float tenders for procurement of (a) 1 Cxi 20 Sq.mm LT 
XLPE Cable, (b) 3Cx16+25 Sq.mm LTAB XLPE Cable, (c) 1 Cxi 50 Sq.mm 
LT XLPE Cable, (d) 1 Cxi85 Sq.mm LT XLPE Cable on e-procurement 
platform. For further details, please visit www.tssouthernpower.com 
and www.tender.telangana.gov.in, Phone: 040-23431035,1360. 


Tender ID No: SPDCLCQRP01301 Sd/- CHIEF GENERAL MANAGER (P&MM) 


Kerala Co-operative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd. 
Milma Bhavan, Pattom P.0, Trivandrum - 695004 
milm-i Ph: 0471 27 ^ 415 to 416, E-mail: purchase@milma.com 

E-TENDER - SUPPLY OF MOLASSES 


Offers invited from Bidders for supply of MOLASSES for Cattle Feed Plant 
Pattanakad. E-tender is hosted in www.etenders.kerala.gov.in. Last date 
for submission of bid is 18.10.2019. For more details: www.milma.com, or 
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in Sd/- MANAGING DIRECTOR 
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BRUHAT BENGALURU MAHANAGARA PALIKE 

Office of the Executive Engineer-1, Solid Waste 
Management-1, 3rd Floor, Room No. 305, Annex-1 Building, 
BBMP Head Office Premises, N.R. Square, Bengaluru-560002 


No.: EE-1/SWM-1/TEND/04/2019-20 


Date: 04.10.2019 


REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP) 


TWO COVER TENDER (Through e-procurement portal) 

The Executive Engineer-1, Solid Waste Management-1, 
on behalf of Commissioner, BBMP, invites proposals for 
“Primary Collection, Primary transportation, Secondary 
Transportation and Processing of Animal Waste” in 

zones mentioned in the table below from any eligible reputed 
Individual / Firms / Companies registered under Companies Act 
1956/2013 and who have their own animal waste processing 
plant for undertaking the services. 


SI. 

No. 

Zone Details 

EMD 

(Rs. in Lakhs) 

1 

East Zone of BBMP, Bengaluru 

2.10 

2 

West Zone of BBMP, Bengaluru 

2.00 

3 

South Zone of BBMP, Bengaluru 

2.41 

4 

Bommanahalli Zone of BBMP, Bengaluru 

2.00 

5 

Dasarahalli Zone of BBMP, Bengaluru 

1.74 

6 

Mahadevapura Zone of BBMP, Bengaluru 

2.00 

7 

Raja Rajeshwari Nagar Zone of BBMP, 
Bengaluru 

2.00 

8 

Yalahanka Zone of BBMP, Bengaluru 

2.00 


Contract period : 12 Months 
(Extendable to another 12 months) 


Calendar of Events : (1) RFP documents may be downloaded 
from the Government of Karnataka e-Procurement website 
https://eproc.karnataka.gov.in from 11.10.2019 onwards. 
(2) Last date for uploading queries on e-procurement portal 

23.10.2019 upto 4:00 p.m. (3) Pre-Bid meeting under the 
Chairmanship of Special Commissioner, SWM on 25.10.2019 
at 4:00 p.m. at Meeting Hall-1, BBMP Head Office premises, 
N.R. Square, Bengaluru-02. (4) Last date for receipt of tenders 

10.11.2019 upto 4:00 p.m. (5) Date of Opening of Technical 
bids are on 13.11.2019 by 4:00 p.m. or next working day. 
(6) Opening of financial bids will be intimated to technically 
qualified bidders. Further details may be obtained from the 
above office, during office hours or website https://eproc. 
karnataka.gov.in 

Sd/- Executive Engineer-1, Solid Waste Management-1, BBMP 


“Pay Development Charges, Help to Develop Bengaluru” 


ANDHRA PRADESH STATE GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES MUTUALLY 
AIDED COOPERATIVE HOUSE BUILDING SOCIETY LTD., 

(REGD, N O- , AMC/ KN A/p C Qi'20 1G/1 22 

□ .No. 54-16-3/3. Plot No.43. Road No.3. Loyola Gardens, Opp: Loyola degree college. Vijayawada -5.20008 


Ref: PREtt019ff, Date: 09.10.2019 

APPLICATIONS INVITED FOR MEMBERSHIPS FOR PLOT PURCHASE 


To become a member in Society 


All Central, State Government employees. Central public Sector employees working in BSNL, 
NTPC. Power grid, IOC, HPCL. BHEL, Vizag steel plant, Postal, Railways, Ports. Banks etc.. and 
employees working in State Corporation, Public sector employees etc . including Retired employees 
of all said organizations are eligible to become a member in Society. The Admission fee is Rs.500 
- + Rs.1000/- as Share capital for a total Rs.1500/- shall be paid to society through Bank. 


Proposed Layout area & Surroundings 


The Society has purchased Ac. 84.60 Cents of land and developing "Sreehanpgram Government employees 
colony 1 ' Layout with 100% Vaastu and ready to submit to ARC RD A for its approval. The layout site is 
located at 1 K.M. distance from Vijay awada-Hyderabad High way (NU 64). at Ketanakonda Gramparchayat 
Ibrahimpatnam Mandal, Krishna District, AR, The site is adjacent to proposed A.P. Police Academy (APPA), 
Swamy Na ray ana Gurukuf International School, proposed Inner Ring Road. R.K. Engineering College 
and existing 120C plots APCR DA approved layout etc ,&20min. journey to new capital Amaravathi 


Total number of plots & 
Sizes of Layout 


No. of Plots available 


Plot cost & rate 


Plot Advance to be paid 
& registration details 


946 plots out of Ac.64.60 Cents of land (plot sizes. 165. 244, 300, 400 
Square Yards -400 Square Yards size plots exclusively for Officer cadre) 


60 Plots still available after allotment to existing members (165,244.300 S 400 
Sq.Yds. - all sizes plots available).Booking will be "First come - First serve basis" 


This Society is a mutually aided Cooperative housing Society which is 
operating with Cooperative principles with safety, security & No loss-no profit 
basis for the ben it of its members. The Rate per Square yard is Rs. 7,750/- 
(wiflh all lay out developmental charges) fixed by the Society which is 30-40% 
lesser rate than open market rates. The plot registration charges are extra. 


(i) 30% of the total plot cost shall be paid as advance to Society & to geS 
Safe Agreement from the Society 

<ii) The member shall pay remaining amount during the timed Registration 
of plot (approximately - within two months) 

(Hi) Plot numbers will be allotted to all 946 advance paid members at a 
time by way of lottery in presence of all members, after approval of layoul 
by the APCR DA. 

(iv> Bank loans available 

(v) All payments to Society shall be made through Cheques/DDs/transfer 
through banks. No cash will be allowed. 


For further details please call: 9100666208, 9100666219, 9100666213 & 0866-2452129 
(or) e-mail, housi ng .emp@gmaiI com (or) see at www.abho us ingsoc Ietv com 

SdA Secretary 


DELHI JAL BOARD GOVT OF NCT OF DELHI 
OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE ENGINEER(EAST) I 
M 16 MAYUR VIHAR PKT E PHASE II 
NEW DELHI 110091 
No. DJB/E.E.(East)-l/2019-20/4363 
PRESS NOTICE TENDER 
NIT NO. 33/East-l/(2019-20) 


SI. 

No. 

Name of work 

Eatimated Contract 
Value (ECV) Amount 
put to tender 

Earnest 

Money 

(EMD) 

Tender 

Fees 

Date of Release of 

Tender in E-Procurement 
Solution & Tender ID No. 

Last Date /Time of 
receipt of tender 
E-Procurement Solution 

01 

Removal of contamination 
by replacement of old and 
damaged C.l. Water line in 
F-Block, West Vinod Nagar in 
AC-57 in East-1 

32,94,350.00 

65,900.00 

500.00 

07.10.2019 

2019 DJB 181 

751 4 

25.10.2019 

at 

03:15 PM 


Further details in this regard can be seen at https://govtprocurement.delhi.gov.in 

ISSUED BY P.R.O. (WATER) 

Advt. No. J.S.V. 428/2019-20 EXECUTIVE ENGINEER(EAST)-! 


A ND-NDE 
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White House steps up impeachment fight 

Won’t cooperate with inquiry, says Trump administration, setting the stage for a constitutional battle 



Bumpy procedure: U.S. House Speaker Nancy PeLosi. -afp 


SRIRA M LAKSHMAN 

WASHINGTON DC 

In an eight-page letter fulmi¬ 
nating against the Demo¬ 
crats’ impeachment inquiry 
into U.S. President Donald 
Trump, the White House told 
the House Speaker Nancy Pe- 
losi and other Democrat 
leaders that it would not 
cooperate with them, setting 
the stage for a constitutional 
battle between the Demo¬ 
crats and the administration. 

Tuesday’s letter was 
signed by White House 
Counsel Pat Cipollone, and 
sent to Ms. Pelosi and the 
Chairmen of three House 
Committees heading an im¬ 
peachment inquiry into the 
extent to which Mr. Trump 
had sought to pressure Presi¬ 
dent Volodymyr Zelensky of 
Ukraine to investigate form¬ 
er Vice-President Joseph R 
Biden Jr., a serious conten¬ 
der for the Presidency in 
2020, and his son Hunter Bi¬ 
den. Mr. Cipollone said Mr. 
Trump’s due process rights 
had been violated and that 
the inquiry “violates funda¬ 
mental fairness”. 

“The effort to impeach 
President Trump - without 
regard to any evidence of his 


actions in office - is a naked 
political strategy that began 
the day he was inaugurated, 
and perhaps even before,” 
Mr. Cipollone wrote, accus¬ 
ing the Democrats of seeking 
to overturn Mr. Trump’s 
2016 electoral victory and in¬ 
fluence the elections in 
2020 . 

The letter, which echoed 
some of Mr Trump’s views 
on the impeachment pro¬ 
cess, said that for the inquiry 
to be legal, the full House 
should have voted on it - a 
position counter to Ms. Pelo¬ 
si assertion that such a vote 
was not constitutionally 
required. 

‘Normalise lawlessness’ 
“Consistent with the duties 
of the President of the U.S., 
and in particular his obliga¬ 
tion to preserve the rights of 
future occupants of his of¬ 
fice, President Trump can¬ 
not permit his Administra¬ 
tion to participate in this 
partisan inquiry under these 
circumstances,” Mr. Capil- 
lone wrote. 

Ms. Pelosi responded to 
Tuesday’s letter by calling it 
“manifestly wrong” in a 
statement and warned that 


the White House not cooper¬ 
ating could be seen as ob¬ 
struction. “For a while, the 
President has tried to nor¬ 
malise lawlessness. Now, he 
is trying to make lawlessness 
a virtue,” she said. 

“The White House should 
be warned that continued ef¬ 
forts to hide the truth of the 
President’s abuse of power 
from the American people 
will be regarded as further 
evidence of obstruction,” 
she added. “Mr. President, 
you are not above the law. 
You will be held 
accountable.” 

House Democrats are con¬ 


sidering ways in which to get 
the whistleblower, whose 
complaint forms the basis of 
the impeachment inquiry, to 
testify without revealing his 
or her identity. The Washing¬ 
ton Post reported. 

Establishing further evi¬ 
dence of the administration’s 
determination to impede the 
inquiry, the State Depart¬ 
ment ordered the U.S.’s Am¬ 
bassador to the EU, Gordon 
Sondland, from deposing be¬ 
fore the House on Tuesday. 

Mr. Sondland was sche¬ 
duled to voluntarily present 
himself before the House pa¬ 
nel on Tuesday, to discuss 


text messages, released by 
Democrats last Thursday, 
that showed that State De¬ 
partment officials and Mr. 
Trump’s personal lawyer, 
Rudy Guiliani, sought to 
trade a meeting between Mr. 
Trump and Mr. Zelensky in 
exchange for the Zelenksy 
administration investigating 
Hunter Biden and Ukraine’s 
role in the 2016 U.S. presi¬ 
dential election. 

“I would love to send Am¬ 
bassador Sondland, a really 
good man and great Ameri¬ 
can, to testify, but unfortu¬ 
nately he would be testifying 
before a totally compro¬ 
mised kangaroo court,” Mr. 
Trump had said on Twitter 
on Tuesday. 

Following his failure to ap¬ 
pear before them. Demo¬ 
crats subpoenaed Mr. Son¬ 
dland on Tuesday, asking 
him to testify on October 16 
and also ordered him to 
comply with their document 
requests by October 14. 

Given the position the 
White House has taken, it is 
unclear whether the deposi¬ 
tion of former U.S. Ambassa¬ 
dor to Ukraine, Marie Yova- 
novitch, on Friday, will 
proceed without hassles. 


Turkey launches offensive 
on Kurdish fighters in Syria 


Erdogan says assault is aimed at eliminating terror corridor’ 



Military push: A woman passes by as smoke billows following 
bombardment by Turkish forces in Syria, -afp 


ASSO CIATED PRESS 

AICCAKALE 

Turkey launched airstrikes 
and fired artillery aimed at 
crushing Kurdish fighters in 
northern Syria on Wednes¬ 
day, a day after U.S. troops 
pulled back from the area, 
paving the way for an assault 
on forces that have long 
been allied with the U.S. 

President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan announced the 
launch of the attack on Twit¬ 
ter, labelling it “Operation 
Peace Spring”. 

“Our mission is to prevent 
the creation of a terror corri¬ 
dor across our southern bor¬ 
der, and to bring peace to 
the area,” Mr. Erdogan said 
in a tweet. 

Minutes before his an¬ 
nouncement, Turkish jets 
began pounding suspected 
positions of Syrian Kurdish 
forces in the town of Ras al 
Ayn, according to Turkish 
media and Syrian activists. 

Mr. Trump’s move, which 
has drawn harsh bipartisan 
opposition at home, repre¬ 
sented a shift in U.S. policy 


that essentially abandoned 
the Syrian Kurdish fighters 
who have been America’s 
only allies inside Syria in the 
fight against the Islamic 
State group. 

After Turkey’s offensive 
began, there was sign of pan¬ 
ic on the streets. Cars raced 
to safety, although it was not 
clear if they were leaving the 
town or heading away from 
border areas. Near the town 
of Qamishli, plumes of 
smoke were seen rising from 
an area close to the border. 

At least one member of 
the Kurdish-led force known 


as the Syrian Democratic 
Forces was killed in the Tur¬ 
kish bombardment, Kurdish 
activists and a Syria war 
monitor said. 

“Coalition forces are not 
near the places Turkey has 
struck so far,” an official with 
the U.S.-led coalition said. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Trump on 
Wednesday sought to dis¬ 
tance himself from the Tur¬ 
kish move. “The U.S. does 
not endorse this attack and 
has made it clear to Turkey 
that this operation is a bad 
idea,” said a statement re¬ 
leased by the White House. 


U.S. curbs China officials’ visas 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

WASHINGTON 

The U.S. said on Tuesday it 
would curb visas for Chinese 
officials until Beijing ends its 
“repression” of Uighurs and 
other Muslims in the west¬ 
ern region of Xinjiang, a day 
after imposing commercial 
restrictions. 

The one-two punch by 
President Donald Trump’s 
administration marks the 
most forceful attempt by a 
foreign power to address 
what some rights groups call 
a historic crisis in Xinjiang. 


“China has forcibly de¬ 
tained over one million Mus¬ 
lims in a brutal, systematic 
campaign to erase religion 
and culture in Xinjiang,” Se¬ 
cretary of State Mike Pom- 
peo wrote on Twitter. 

“China must end its dra¬ 
conian surveillance and re¬ 
pression, release all those ar¬ 
bitrarily detained and cease 
its coercion of Chinese Mus¬ 
lims abroad,” he said. 

Mr. Pompeo said that the 
State Department would res¬ 
trict visas granted to govern¬ 
ment and Communist Party 


officials involved in “deten¬ 
tion or abuse” of Uighurs, 
Kazakhs or members of oth¬ 
er predominantly Muslim 
ethnic groups in Xinjiang. 

The order will also affect 
their family members, in¬ 
cluding children who may be 
seeking to study in the U.S. 

The State Department did 
not specify which officials 
were affected due to U.S. 
confidentiality laws. But law¬ 
makers have specifically 
asked for action against 
Chen Quanguo, the Commu¬ 
nist Party chief for Xinjiang. 


Chemistry Nobel to trio for work on batteries 


Lithium batteries have transformed 
cars and phones, cut use of fossil fuels 


ASSO CIATED PRESS 

STOCKHOLM 

Three scientists won the No¬ 
bel Prize in Chemistry on 
Wednesday for their work 
developing lithium-ion bat¬ 
teries, which have reshaped 
energy storage and trans¬ 
formed cars, mobile phones 
and many other devices and 
reduced the world’s reliance 
on fossil fuels. 

The prize went to John B. 


Goodenough, 97, a German- 
born engineering professor 
at the University of Texas; M. 
Stanley Whittingham, 77, a 
British-American chemistry 
professor at the State Univer¬ 
sity of New York; and Japan’s 
Akira Yoshino, 71, of Meijo 
University. 

Oldest to win Nobel 

At 97, Mr. Goodenough is the 
oldest Nobel winner. 


The three each had a set of 
breakthroughs that laid the 
foundation for the develop¬ 
ment of a commercial re¬ 
chargeable battery. Lithium- 
ion batteries, the first truly 
portable and rechargeable 
batteries, took more than a 
decade to develop. 

The work had its roots in 
the oil crisis in the 1970s, 
when Mr. Whittingham was 
working on efforts to deve¬ 
lop fossil fuel-free energy 
technologies. He harnessed 
the enormous tendency of 
lithium, the lightest metal, to 


give away its electrons to 
make a battery capable of 
generating over two volts. 

By 1980, Mr. Goodenough 
had doubled the capacity of 
the battery to four volts by 
using cobalt oxide in the 
cathode one of two elec¬ 
trodes, along with the 
anode, that make up the 
ends of a battery. 

But that battery remained 
too explosive for commercial 
use and needed to be tamed. 
That’s where Mr. Yoshino’s 
work in the 1980s came in. 
He substituted petroleum 


coke, a carbon material, in 
the battery’s anode. This 
step paved the way for the 
first lightweight, safe, dura¬ 
ble and rechargeable com¬ 
mercial batteries to be built 
and enter the market in 1991. 

“We have gained access to 
a technical revolution,” said 
Sara Snogerup Linse of the 
Nobel committee. “The lau¬ 
reates developed lightweight 
batteries with potential to be 
useful in many applications 
- truly portable electronics: 
mobile phones, pacemakers, 
but also electric cars.” 


ELSEWHERE 


Russia declares Navalny's 
group 'foreign agent 1 

MOSCOW 

Russia on Wednesday upped 
the pressure on opposition 
leader Alexei Navalny, 
declaring disorganisation, 
Anti-Corruption Foundation 
(FBK), a "foreign agent" that 
will be subject to increased 
State monitoring, afp 

China slams NBA, Apple 
over Hong Kong 

SHANGHAI 

China on Wednesday 
cancelled National Basketball 
Association (NBA)'s event in 
Shanghai over its official's 
defence of Hong Kong 
protests. It also slammed 
Apple for an app that tracks 
police in Hong Kong, afp 



Is this the beginning of the political demise of SLFP? 


With no candidate in fray, Sirisena’s 
party extends support to Gotabaya 


MEER A SRINIVASAN 

COLOMBO 

President Maithripala Sirise¬ 
na’s Sri Lanka Freedom Par¬ 
ty (SLFP) on Wednesday 
pledged support to Gotabaya 
Rajapaksa, candidate of the 
Sri Lanka Podujana Peramu- 
na (People’s Party or SLPP) 
in the November 16 presi¬ 
dential election. 

President Sirisena also 
“temporarily” stepped down 
from the position of party 
leader, as the SLFP appoint¬ 
ed senior member and aca¬ 
demic Rohana Lakshman Pi- 
yadasa as “acting chairman”. 
The move, according to par¬ 
ty seniors, is to allow Mr. Sir¬ 
isena to “remain neutral” in 
the run-up to the presiden¬ 


tial poll. The SLFP’s decision 
to back Gotabaya Rajapaksa 
- a powerful ex-Defence Se¬ 
cretary and younger brother 
of former President Mahinda 
Rajapaksa - was little sur¬ 
prise to Sri Lankans, even as 
the Rajapaksa camp consoli¬ 
dates political power. 

The more significant deve¬ 
lopment for the party - from 
which Presidents Chandrika 
Bandaranaike Kumaratunga, 
Mahinda Rajapaksa and 
Maithripala Sirisena rose to 
the country’s highest office - 
is that this is the first time 
that the SLFP is not fielding a 
candidate in Sri Lanka’s pre¬ 
sidential election. Breaking 
the decades-long contest 
between the SLFP-United 



Gotabaya Rajapaksa 


National Party (UNP), the Ra- 
japaksas’ SLPP has emerged 
as a relatively new, but polit¬ 
ically significant player. 

Powerful force 

Capturing over 40% of the 
vote share in the February 
2018 local government elec¬ 
tions, the SLPP emerged a 
powerful force, pushing the 
ruling UNP to the second 
spot, and the SLFP rump - 
since much of the party 
joined the Rajapaksas’ SLPP 


- to a distant third spot. 

At this juncture, the 
SLFP’s future is a major 
question, according to V. 
Thanabalasingham, a senior 
journalist and political com¬ 
mentator. In his view, the 
shift began as early as 2015. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


“When Sirisena took over 
the leadership of the SLFP af¬ 
ter winning presidency in 
2015, [Mahinda] Rajapaksa 
knew that the newly elected 
President could not consoli¬ 
date and retain support of 
the party base,” he told The 
Hindu. 

Over the last five years, 
the party has been divided 
between two power centres 
- one in government [until 
Mr. Sirisena decided to pull 
the SLFP out of it in October 


2018] and another, led by Mr. 
Rajapaksa, in Opposition. 

“Much of the turbulence 
in the Sirisena-Ranil [Wickre- 
mesinghe] national unity go¬ 
vernment was also about Sir¬ 
isena being unable to carry 
his party along with him, 
with the constant threat of 
SLFP-ers shifting loyalty to 
the Rajapaksa camp,” said 
Mr. Thanabalasingham 

Growing unpopularity 

The formation of the SLPP in 
2016, and the resurgence of 
the Rajapaksas, coincided 
with the growing unpopular¬ 
ity of the ruling coalition, 
coupled with the current ad¬ 
ministration’s inability to 
complete probes into Raja- 
paksa-era killings and 
corruption. 

In Mr. Thanabalasing- 
ham’s view, the question was 


never “whether” SLFP-ers 
would eventually gravitate 
towards the Rajapaksas, and 
by extension their new party, 
it was only a question of 
“when” they will. 

However, senior political 
scientist Jayadeva Uyangoda 
has a different take. The 
SLFP fashioned itself with a 
politics of assertive Sinhala- 
nationalist, post-colonial ide¬ 
ology. “It was a progressive, 
social democratic, centre-left 
political party, that made tre¬ 
mendous contribution to so¬ 
cial change and democracy.” 

The Rajapaksa brand of 
politics, according to him, 
has mainly inherited the par¬ 
ty’s Sinhala-nationalist asser¬ 
tion, and much less of its 
economic outlook. “The 
SLPP today is a right wing, 
neo-conservative party that 
favours authoritarianism.” 


Two lulled 
in Germany 
shooting 

REUT ERS 

BERLIN 

Two people were killed in 
shooting attacks on a syn¬ 
agogue and a kebab bistro 
in the eastern German city 
of Halle on Wednesday and 
one suspect was arrested, 
but two others fled in a hi¬ 
jacked a car, officials said. 

The shooting took place 
in front of a synagogue, 
and a hand grenade was al¬ 
so thrown into a Jewish 
cemetery. A second burst 
of gunfire targeted a kebab 
shop in Saxony. 

The violence occurred 
on Yom Kippur, the holiest 
day of the calendar in Ju¬ 
daism. 

German Interior Minis¬ 
ter Horst Seehofer called 
the shooting anti-Semitic. 
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■ ACROSS 

1 Last employee gets kiss before 
joining duty? Too much (6) 

4 Berating the state of winter in 
Singapore; vent out (8) 

10 Magazines and papers covered 
the scandal involving this (9) 

11 Genetic unit found by college 
academic uses oxygen (5) 

12 Presently at Netherlands, a 
liberal democrat's 


CM 

YK 




rising above leaders (5) 

13 America claims right on 
unknown constellation (4,5) 

14 Maybe Don Corleone gets high 
endlessly after dark in the 
company of Scotsman (7) 

16 Place to rest at home finally 
(4) 

19 Endless time needed to 
produce body fluids (4) 

21 Leader in second position lives 
in the past, ones in party 
earlier ignore (7) 

24 Do self-serving lawyers chase 
this? (9) 

25 Wife's cooperation is needed 
to get a child (5) 

26 Existence of bribe in 
government suppressed (5) 

27 Say, Uncle Brown protects half 
of Arab insurgents, primarily 
from someone from Israel (9) 

28 Extra over? Upset about team 
captain, Hall exits first 
incidentally (2,3,3) 

29 Well, master is upset (6) 

■ DOWN 

1 At the heart, director's stable 

but delirious (8) 

2 A foreign national can harm 

India, obliterate its capital and 
seize area (8) 



3 Colour of sea stays constant 

(5) 

5 Police Sergeant in middle, 

primarily searching for bodies 
(7) 

6 Moves close to fight; 

overcomes Mike on second 
round (9) 

7 I played ODI in England (6) 

8 Support girl's attempt to go 

over a mountain's edge (6) 

9 Workdog, say faces new 

dispute (6) 

15 Perfect fraud foregoes 
resistance and becomes an 
intellectual (9) 

17 A bishop (Bengali perhaps) 
needing support becomes 
no-show (8) 

18 Part of the ear and tummy 
upset? Have pan (8) 

20 Repayments failed? Take rep 
out for immunity (7) 

21 Boring, each man is boring 
and vague (6) 

22 Saint in India, filled with love 
holding bible seen at a tree 

(6) 

23 Hobo is transfixed, captivated 
by instrumentalist (6) 

25 Defeat? Win or split 
heartlessly (5) 
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DIFFICULTY RATING: 


Solution to puzzle 12750 Solution to yesterday's Sudoku 
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FAITH 

Compassion personified 

Nammazhvar, after listing Lord Narayana’s qualities, which 
make Him Supreme, orders his heart to worship Him. It is 
important to practice something before preaching. So Nam¬ 
mazhvar first instructs his heart to worship the Lord. He 
then gives us many verses, through which he shows us the 
One we should be devoted to for liberation. Nammazhvar’s 
opening verse in Thiruvaimozhi extols His feet. Nampillai 
writing about this verse gives Ramanujacharya’s explana¬ 
tion for this verse. Nammazhvar’s choice of words shows 
that He thinks of our sorrow as His own, elaborated Kidambi 
Narayanan in a discourse. 

We see this concern for His devotees in the Rama avatara. 
Sugriva wants his brother Vali to be killed by Rama and Ra¬ 
ma agrees, for He and Sugriva have become friends. Be¬ 
sides, Vali by taking away Sugriva’s wife and making her his 
own has committed a grave sin. So Rama kills Vali. Vali’s wife 
Tara and his son Angada are grief stricken. Even Sugriva be¬ 
comes emotional. But everything comes to an end, even 
grieving for a loved one. And so, everyone stops crying after 
some time. But one sobbing voice continues to be heard. 
That is the voice of Rama! Rama cries because he is unable 
to bear Sugriva’s sorrow. If His devotees are unhappy, so is 
He. He sees their sorrow as His own. 

Dasaratha fixes a date for Rama’s coronation and his sub¬ 
jects cannot wait for the happy event. Dasaratha asks them 
why they want to see Rama on the throne soon. He wants to 
know if he (Dasaratha) has done anything wrong, and that is 
why they want Rama to be king soon. Here Valmiki talks of a 
quality of Rama’s. He says if anyone in Ayodhya is sorrowful, 
Rama treats it as His own sorrow, and wants to help them. 
Such compassion also characterises a true Vaishnava. 
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MARKET WATCH 


09-10-2019 % CHANGE 

Sensex 38,178 1.72 

US Dollar 71.07 -0.07 

Gold 39,325 0.81 

Brent oil 58.88 1.50 

NIFTY 50 


PRICE 

CHANGE 

Adani Ports. 

. 400.45. 

.5.20 

Asian Paints. 

.1773.45.. 

.48.30 

Axis Bank. 

.686.30. 

.12.85 

Bajaj Auto. 

2891.85 

.-0.45 

Bajaj Finserv. 

8318.25 

.98.25 

Bajaj Finance. 

.4023.90. 

123.00 

Bharti Airtel. 

...359.40.. 

.17.85 

BPCL. 

...492.85.. 

.2.20 

Britannia Ind. 

.3058.50. 

...105.15 

Cipla. 

.423.35. 

.15.10 

Coal India. 

.... 185.35 

.0.95 

Dr Reddys Lab. 

.2663.40. 

.46.95 

Eicher Motors. 

18239.35. 

...238.75 

GAIL (India). 

.... 132.10 

. 1.90 

Grasim Ind. 

...670.40.. 

.21.40 

HCL Tech. 

1051.10 

-23.30 

HDFC. 

.2002.00. 

.32.70 

HDFC Bank. 

1228.15 

.41.25 

Hero MotoCorp. 

.2604.35. 

....-69.65 

Hindalco. 

...186.05.. 

.3.75 

Hind Unilever. 

.1948.00.. 

.7.95 

ICICI Bank. 

...436.70.. 

.20.60 

Indusind Bank. 

1308.65. 

.67.60 

Bharti Infratel. 

...255.85. 

.9.80 

Infosys. 

783.65 

.-5.90 

Indian OilCorp. 

.... 148.20.. 

.-0.50 

ITC. 

...247.10.. 

.-4.80 

JSW Steel. 

. 212.80. 

.4.80 

Kotak Bank. 

1612.35 

.56.70 

L&T. 

.1426.25.. 

.28.40 

M&M. 

576.55 

.23.60 

Maruti Suzuki. 

.6719.55. 

.89.70 

Nestle India Ltd. 

13858.30. 

...254.95 

NTPC. 

.... 117.25 

. 1.30 

0NGC. 

.... 125.85 

.-0.70 

PowerGrid Corp. 

.... 197.70 

. 1.20 

Reliance Ind. 

1324.75 

.14.65 

State Bank. 

.260.95. 

.11.85 

Sun Pharma. 

383.95 

.4.05 

Tata Motors. 

...120.90.. 

.3.40 

Tata Steel. 

...336.45.. 

.11.65 

TCS. 

.2020.10. 

....-27.60 

Tech Mahindra. 

711.05 

.6.25 

Titan. 

1230.30. 

....-28.70 

UltraTech Cement... 

.4043.55.. 

...173.15 

UPL. 

...581.70.. 

.0.65 

Vedanta . 

...145.70.. 

.3.05 

Wipro. 

237.75 

.0.70 

YES Bank. 

.43.25 

.-2.40 

Zee Entertainment. 

...245.95.. 

.-5.55 

| EXCHANGE RATES j 


Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit 
except yen at 4 p.m. on October 09 

CURRENCY TT BUY TTSELL 


US Dollar. 70.87.71.19 

Euro. 77.80.78.16 

British Pound.86.62.87.02 

Japanese Yen (100).... 66.00.66.30 

Chinese Yuan.9.94.9.99 

Swiss Franc.71.20.71.53 

Singapore Dollar.51.34.51.57 

Canadian Dollar. 53.25.53.49 

Malaysian Ringitt.16.88.16.97 

Source:lndian Bank 


BULLION RATES CHENNAI 


October 09 rates in rupees with pre¬ 
vious rates in parentheses 

Retail Silver (lg). 49.9.(49.1) 

22 ct gold (1 g). 3658.(3644) 


IN BRIEF 


TCS expands partnership 
with Legal & General 


MUMBAI 

India's Largest information 
technology services exporter 
Tata Consultancy Services 
(TCS), has expanded its 
strategic partnership with 
Legal & General (L&G), one 
of the U.K.'s leading financial 
services groups and a major 
global investor, to help L&G 
transform into a digital 
workspace leveraging TCS' 
Machine First Delivery Model 
and design thinking 
approach. 


RBI rejects Indiabulls Housing, 
Lakshmi Vilas Bank merger deal 

Negative feedback from investigative agencies could be a reason 



Dashed hopes: A merger would have given Indiabulls Group 
access to low-cost funds. ■ buoy ghosh 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) has rejected the merg¬ 
er proposal of Indiabulls 
Housing Finance and Laksh¬ 
mi Vilas bank (LVB), the lat¬ 
ter said in a regulatory filing 
on Wednesday. 

this is to inform that 
RBI vide letter dated October 
9, 2019, informed that the 
application for voluntary 
amalgamation of Indiabulls 
Housing Finance Ltd. and In¬ 
diabulls Commercial Credit 
Ltd. with The Lakshmi Vilas 
Bank Ltd. cannot be ap¬ 
proved,” LVB said in the reg¬ 
ulatory filing. 

While Lakshmi Vilas Bank 
did not disclose the reason 
for the rejection of the merg¬ 
er proposal, people with di¬ 
rect knowledge of the matter 
said negative feedback from 
various agencies, including 
investigative and regulatory 
bodies, on the mortgage fi¬ 
nancier could be the prime 
reason. 

“Indiabulls Housing prob¬ 


ably has not met the fit and 
proper criteria of the bank¬ 
ing regulator,” said a source. 

The merger was impor¬ 
tant for the housing finance 
company which would have 
given it access to low cost 
funds, at a time when the 
non-banking financial sector 
is facing a crisis of confi¬ 
dence with banks choking 
lending to the sector. 

Indiabulls Group has been 
mired in controversy in re¬ 
cent times with eminent la¬ 
wyer Prashant Bhushan fil¬ 
ing a public interest litigation 


alleging financial irregulari¬ 
ties and siphoning of funds. 

The company had, howev¬ 
er, refuted all the allegations. 

Indiabulls Group founder 
and chairman Sameer Geh- 
laut’s name appeared in the 
Panama papers, an area that 
the banking regulator looked 
into while vetting the merger 
proposal, the source said. 

Indiabulls Housing had 
applied for a universal bank¬ 
ing licence when the RBI in¬ 
vited applications in 2013 
but failed to secure one. 

Indiabulls Group had sig¬ 


nificantly reduced stake in 
its real estate arm, which is 
now below 20%, to become 
eligible for a banking li¬ 
cence. RBI norms do not al¬ 
low any group that derives 
over 40% of its revenue from 
non-financial activities to en¬ 
ter the banking sector. 

The merger was equally 
crucial for LVB as it was in 
desperate need of funds. 
The lender’s capital adequa¬ 
cy ratio at end June was 
6.46%, way below the regu¬ 
latory requirement. 

LVB is now under the 
prompt corrective action fra¬ 
mework of the RBI due to a 
high level of bad loans and 
insufficient capital. 

Now that the merger will 
not happen, the uncertainty 
of the last five months is lift¬ 
ed and the company will fo¬ 
cus on growth of its core bu¬ 
siness of housing finance, 
Indiabulls Housing Finance 
said. The entities had an¬ 
nounced the merger in April 
and sought approval from 
the RBI in May this year. 


Jio to charge 6p per minute 
for calls to other networks 

Possible extension of deadline to remove IUC charges cited 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

More than 350 million cus¬ 
tomers of Reliance Jio will 
have to pay interconnect us¬ 
age charge (IUC) of 6 paise 
per minute for mobile calls 
made to other networks, as 
India’s largest telecom com¬ 
pany by number of subscrib¬ 
ers plans to recover such 
charges from its customers. 

Reliance Industries chair¬ 
man Mukesh Ambani had 
originally promised free, un¬ 
limited voice calls on the Jio 
network. 

IUC is paid by one opera¬ 
tor to another, when its cus¬ 
tomers make outgoing mo¬ 
bile calls to the other 
operator’s customers. These 
calls are known as mobile 
off-net calls. IUC charges are 
fixed by the Telecom Regula¬ 
tory Authority of India 
(TRAI) and currently stand 
at 6 paise per minute. 

Jio’s decision to charge its 
customers comes after the 
TRAI floated a consultation 
paper to extend the deadline 
- to make IUC charges zero 



- from January 1, 2020, cit¬ 
ing traffic asymmetry. “The 
paper has created uncertain¬ 
ty and therefore, Jio has 
been compelled to recover 
this regulatory charge of 6 
paise per minute for all off- 
net mobile voice calls,” said 
Jio in a statement. 

“So, for all recharges 
done by Jio customers start¬ 
ing today, calls made to oth¬ 
er mobile operators will be 
charged at the prevailing 
IUC rate of 6 paise per mi¬ 
nute through IUC top-up 
vouchers till such time TRAI 


moves to a zero termination 
charge regime,” added Jio. 

Reliance Jio had, so far, 
paid the IUC from its own re¬ 
sources to Bharti Airtel and 
Vodafone-Idea. In the last 
three years, Jio had paid al¬ 
most H3,500 crore as NET/ 
IUC charges to other 
operators. 

However, Jio to Jio calls, 
incoming calls, Jio to lan¬ 
dline calls and calls made us¬ 
ing WhatsApp or similar 
platforms continue to be 
free. “Jio will provide addi¬ 
tional data entitlement of 
equivalent value based on 
IUC top-up voucher con¬ 
sumption,” said Jio. 

In a statement, Bharti Air¬ 
tel said, “This off net charge 
being levied is to force IUC to 
be brought down despite the 
heavy burden it puts in the 
receiving network.” 

The IUC is determined 
based on the cost per call 
and given the massive 2G 
customer base in India, the 6 
paise cost is already signifi¬ 
cantly below the real cost of 
completing the call, it said. 


Banking stocks lift indices 

Govt, raising DA for staff seen spurring consumer spending 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

Ahead of the earnings sea¬ 
son, banking and financial 
stocks staged a smart rally 
on Wednesday and helped 
the benchmark indices gain 
significant ground even as 
most analysts expect sub¬ 
dued results from India Inc. 

The 30-share Sensex, 
which hit an intraday low of 
37,415.83 during the morn¬ 
ing session, closed at 
38,177.95, gaining 645.97 
points or 1.72%. Stocks such 
as Indusind Bank, ICICI 
Bank, State Bank of India, 
HDFC Bank, Kotak Mahindra 
Bank and Bajaj Finance were 
among the top gainers in the 
Sensex pack. 

The broader Nifty closed 
at 11,313.30, up 186.90 points 
or 1.68%. The Nifty Bank in¬ 
dex was the best performing 
sectoral index, gaining more 
than 1,000 points on Wed¬ 
nesday. 

The gains in the Indian in¬ 
dices came amid an overall 
subdued trend in most other 



markets. The benchmarks of 
Hong Kong, Indonesia, Sin¬ 
gapore and Philippines all 
closed in the red. 

Market participants attri¬ 
buted the late rally to several 
factors including the upcom¬ 
ing earnings season and the 
government’s attempts to 
push consumption be in¬ 
creasing the dearness allo¬ 
wance by 500 basis points 
ahead of the festive season. 

Brokerages, however, are 
expecting a lacklustre set of 
numbers from most sectors. 

“Earnings risks continue 


to be tilted to the downside 
on account of the underlying 
weak demand scenario in 
the domestic economy, the 
uneven asset quality trends 
in financials and the defla¬ 
tionary trends in commodi¬ 
ty prices. At this point, tax 
rate cuts will largely limit the 
downgrades rather than 
driving big upgrades on the 
earnings front,” said a report 
by Motilal Oswal Financial 
Services. 

Software major TCS will 
be announcing its results on 
Thursday. Next week would 
see the country's largest 
pure-play fast moving con¬ 
sumer goods major HUL an¬ 
nouncing its results. 

Gains in the equity mar¬ 
ket on Wednesday came des¬ 
pite foreign investors conti¬ 
nuing to be net sellers at 
?485 crore. While the bench¬ 
marks saw hefty gains in 
banking majors, the broader 
market breadth remained 
negative with 1,280 stocks 
losing ground against 1,241 
gainers. 


MF assets dip by ?97,000 crore in 
September on corporate redemption 

Liquid funds record T1.58 lakh crore outflow; SIP inflows show marginal fall 


Dip, dip, dip 

Outflows in liquid funds came on the back of redemptions 
by companies for advance tax payments 


category 


Income/ 

Debt 


September* 


**Net flows cr.) 

*Totol assets under 
management 



SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

The total assets under man¬ 
agement (AUM) of mutual 
funds registered a dip of 
nearly 4% in September, pri¬ 
marily due to huge outflows 
in the liquid category funds 
on the back of redemptions 
by corporates to meet the li¬ 
quidity demand for advance 
tax payments. 

As per the Association of 
Mutual Funds in India (AM- 
FI), the AUM fell to U4.51 
lakh crore in September 
from ^25.48 lakh crore in Au¬ 
gust. Further, liquid funds, 
which saw inflows of over 
^91,000 crore in August, re¬ 
corded outflows ofH.58 lakh 
crore in September. 

N. S. Venkatesh, chief ex¬ 
ecutive officer, AMFI, attri¬ 
buted the outflows to the 
quarter-end phenomena 
wherein corporates redeem 
their investments in liquid 


SOURCE: AMFI 

funds to meet their advance 
tax payment obligations. 

Incidentally, such funds 
saw outflows to the tune of 
?2.11 lakh crore in Septem¬ 
ber 2018. 

Meanwhile, equity funds 
continued to see inflows 


though the quantum of flows 
slowed when compared to 
the previous month. Equity- 
oriented funds saw net in¬ 
flows of ?6,609 crore in Sep¬ 
tember, lower than the 
?9,152 crore seen in August. 

Inflows through systemat¬ 


ic investment plans (SIPs), 
which are looked upon as a 
barometer of retail flows, al¬ 
so registered a marginal dip 
in September to ?8,263 crore 
compared to the previous 
month’s ^8,271 crore. 

The number of folios, ho¬ 
wever, rose marginally to 
8.56 lakh with the retail AUM 
also registering an increase 
to touch H1.24 lakh crore. 

“We have seen positive 
growth in the mutual fund 
market from the retail inves¬ 
tors. The regulator has done 
a phenomenal job in mitigat¬ 
ing the risks in the debt mar¬ 
ket investments. For equity 
funds, we see the growth is 
mirroring the markets. 

“The new SIP account 
opening is showing robust 
growth. SIP is here to stay 
and when the broader mar¬ 
kets show performance, we 
see SIP outperforming,” said 
Mr. Venkatesh. 


Raymond gets 
mo cr. for 20 
acres in Thane 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

JK lnvesto Trade (India) Li¬ 
mited (JKIT), an associate 
company of Raymond, has 
entered into an agreement 
for sale (AFS) for its 20 
acres Thane property with 
Elpis Ventures Private Li¬ 
mited, an affiliate of Virtu¬ 
ous Retail South Asia 
(VRSA) Pte. Ltd for mo 
crore. 

“The land parcel at Ray¬ 
mond Junction adjoining 
the Singhania School has a 
significant advantage in 
terms of its location,” said a 
company statement. 

Commenting on the de¬ 
velopment, Gautam Hari 
Singhania, CMD, Raymond 
Ltd., said, “The sale of JKIT 
land parcel is a major step 
towards our strategy of as¬ 
set monetisation and value 
creation for our sharehol¬ 
ders. This land deal, which 
is a large FDI in real estate 
in Thane, will bring the 
much required commer¬ 
cial and retail development 
and will lead to job crea¬ 
tion.” Raymond shares 
rose 10.01% to ^601.85 on 
Wednesday, valuing the 
company at 0,694.21 
crore. 

On the acquisition, Sid 
Yog, founder and chair¬ 
man, VRSA, said, “Prime 
land parcels of this size sel¬ 
dom trade, especially in 
major metropolitan mar¬ 
kets like Mumbai. We have 
been waiting patiently for 
the ideal opportunity to ex¬ 
pand our portfolio in the 
Mumbai region.” 



‘India’s e-com sales to 
cross $80 bn by 2022’ 

Majors log $3 bn in 6-day sale: Redseer 


MINI TEJASWI 

BENGALURU 

India’s e-commerce sector is 
expected to remain bullish 
in the coming years and 
sales are estimated to cross 
$80 billion by 2022. 

Festive day sales alone 
may bring in volumes to the 
tune of $8 billion in that 
year, says RedSeer, a con¬ 
sulting firm focussed on In¬ 
ternet businesses in India 
and Asia. To place this in 
perspective, a Redseer stu¬ 
dy said e-tailers had 
achieved $3 billion worth of 
gross merchandise value 
(GMV) during their recent 6- 
day festive sale, despite 
challenging macro condi¬ 
tions. This is a 30% jump ov¬ 
er last year’s festive sales of 
$2.3 billion. For the whole of 
October, sales are expected 
to be in the range of $6 bil¬ 
lion, as per the study. 

“The overall outlook is 
quite positive. Indian e-com 
players are working hard to 
increase sales volumes, add 
more categories and make 
platforms more interactive, 
engaging and accessible,” 
said Mrigank Gutgutia, a di¬ 
rector at RedSeer. 

China’s one day e-com 
sales sometimes would 
cross $25 billion. India was a 
beginner and therefore 
holds ‘huge’ potential for 
growth, Mr. Gutgutia said. 

As per Redseer estimates, 
India’s e-commerce sales 
would be $32 billion in ca¬ 
lendar 2019, a 33% rise over 
$24 billion last year. E-tailers 
logged festival sales of about 





$2.3 billion last year, which 
was 9% of the whole year 
GMV sales of $25 billion. 

All e-commerce players, 
including key players Ama¬ 
zon and Walmart Flipkart, 
are currently in the process 
of developing strategies to 
cash in on tier 2 and tier 3 
markets and smaller villages 
across the country. 

Several e-tailers track mi¬ 
cro entrepreneurs, mostly 
women groups operating on 
WhatsApp.. They are in¬ 
creasing their vernacular fo¬ 
cus and improving user in¬ 
terface, to get more buyers 
on their platforms. Some 
are also working on video 
based platforms that will off¬ 
er games, entertainment 
and deals. 

“All these will open up 
huge growth opportunities 
and markets for India’s e- 
com sector,” said Mr. Gutgu¬ 
tia. ”If all goes well, next 
year’s festive season will 
witness a bumper sale,” 
predicts K. Vaitheeswaran, 
India’s e-commerce pioneer 
and co-founder. Again 
Drinks and author of ‘Fail¬ 
ing to Succeed’. 


Industry’s Q2 
metrics may 
be similar to 
first quarter’s 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

MUMBAI 

India Inc.’s second quarter 
earnings season will see 
more of the same - tepid 
and uneventful, as the un¬ 
derlying demand slow¬ 
down in the domestic eco¬ 
nomy and weak global 
commodity prices are ex¬ 
pected to take a toll with 
very few bright spots, if 
any, according to a Motilal 
Oswal Financial Services 
(MOFSL) report. 

“However, it is impor¬ 
tant to look at this quar¬ 
ter’s numbers from a profit 
before tax (PBT) perspec¬ 
tive, as the reduction in the 
corporate tax rate will re¬ 
sult in several adjustments 
in the tax numbers,” said 
the domestic brokerage in 
its research note. 

MOSFL expects the PBT 
to grow 2% year-on-year 
but profit after tax may de¬ 
cline 6%, dragged by auto¬ 
mobiles and metals. 

“The difference bet¬ 
ween PBT and PAT is exag¬ 
gerated because of the de¬ 
ferred tax adjustments in 
financials. Ex-financials, 
we expect PBT/PAT to de¬ 
cline 14%/8% year-on-year. 
Private banks, consumer, 
cement and capital goods, 
however, will provide 
some respite,” the broker¬ 
age said in its research 
report. 

Markets remained weak 
in Q2 of this fiscal, despite 
the sharp bounce back 
post tax cut. 



India slips 10 places in 
global competitiveness index 

India is among the worst-performing BRICS nations: WEF 
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Silver lining: India, however, ranks high in terms of 
macroeconomic stability and market size. ■ afp 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

NEW DELHI/GENEVA 

India has moved down 10 
places to rank 68th on an an¬ 
nual global competitiveness 
index, largely due to im¬ 
provements witnessed by 
several other economies, 
while Singapore has re¬ 
placed the U.S. as the 
world’s most competitive 
economy. 

India, which was ranked 
58th in the annual Global 
Competitiveness Index com¬ 
piled by Geneva-based 
World Economic Forum 
(WEF), is among the worst¬ 
performing BRICS nations 
along with Brazil (ranked 
even lower than India at 71st 
this year). 

Announcing its latest in¬ 
dex, the WEF said on Wed¬ 
nesday India ranks high in 
terms of macroeconomic 
stability and market size, 
while its financial sector is 
relatively deep and stable 
despite the high delinquen¬ 
cy rate, which contributes to 
weakening the soundness of 
its banking system. 

Corporate governance 

India is ranked also high at 
15th place in terms of corpo¬ 
rate governance, while it is 
ranked second globally for 
shareholder governance, the 
WEF study showed. 

In terms of market size, 
India is ranked third, while it 
has got the same rank for re¬ 
newable energy regulation. 

Besides, India also punch¬ 



es above its development 
status when it comes to in¬ 
novation, which is well 
ahead of most emerging eco¬ 
nomies and on par with sev¬ 
eral advanced economies, 
the report said. 

Major shortcomings 

But, these positive metrics 
contrast with major short¬ 
comings in some of the basic 
enablers of competitiveness 
in case of India, the WEF 
said, while flagging limited 
ICT (information, communi¬ 
cations and technology) 
adoption, poor health condi¬ 
tions and low healthy life 
expectancy. 

The WEF said the healthy 
life expectancy, where India 
has been ranked 109th out of 
total the 141 countries sur¬ 
veyed for the index, is one of 
the shortest outside Africa 
and significantly below the 
South Asian average. 

Besides, India needs to 


grow its skills base, while its 
product market efficiency is 
undermined by a lack of 
trade openness and the la¬ 
bour market is characterised 
by a lack of worker rights’ 
protection, insufficiently de¬ 
veloped active labour mar¬ 
ket policies and critically 
low participation of women. 

With a ratio of female 
workers to male workers of 
0.26, India has been ranked 
very low at 128th place. India 
is also ranked low at 118th in 
terms of meritocracy and in- 
centivisation and at 107th 
place for skills. 

In overall ranking, India is 
followed by some of its 
neighbours including Sri 
Lanka at 84th place, Bangla¬ 
desh at 105th, Nepal at 108th 
and Pakistan at 110th place. 

The WEF said the drop in 
India’s position to 68th place 
may look dramatic, but the 
decline in competitiveness 
score is relatively small. 


CIL’s Dipka 
mine resumes 
production 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

KOLICATA 

Coal India Ltd.’s (CIL) Dip¬ 
ka mine has resumed pro¬ 
duction with its output 
reaching 23,000 tonnes on 
October 8, 2019. Opera¬ 
tions at this mine were bad¬ 
ly hit last month following 
a breach in the embank¬ 
ment of a seasonal river Li- 
lagarh, which had flooded 
the mine’s lower benches. 

This 35-million-tonne 
annual capacity mine is 
one of CIL’s highest yield¬ 
ing mines. 

It is under South Eastern 
Coalfields Ltd. Production 
drop at this and two other 
mines (Gevra, also under 
SECL and Rajmahal under 
Eastern Coalfields Ltd.) 
had contributed to a nearly 
10-million-tonne output 
slippage at CIL in Septem¬ 
ber 2019. While it was river 
breach at Dipka, it was hea¬ 
vy rains at Gevra and 
Rajmahal 

A CIL spokesman said 
that dispatch from Dipka 
had begun through merry- 
go-round (direct dispatch 
to power stations) as well 
as through railway rakes. 

Six pumps were working 
to de-water the mine and 
overburden removal, an 
important activity to ex¬ 
pose coal seam for future 
production in an opencast 
mine, is being restored to 
normal levels. 

A team of officials are 
now monitoring coal sup¬ 
plies to power plants, espe¬ 
cially those which are 
stressed for coal. 


• • • 
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DEEPA ALEXANDER 

An icy drizzle peppers my rain¬ 
coat as I step off the train at 
Stoke-on-Trent. The neo-Jaco- 
bean station with a stone arch 
- dedicated to the men of the 
Staffordshire Railway who fell 
in the Great War - opens into a 
small square. Lording over it is 
a statue of Josiah Wedgwood, 
founder of the Wedgwood 
company that pioneered the in¬ 
dustrialisation of pottery, and 
grandfather of biologist Char¬ 
les Darwin. Wedgwood’s beau¬ 
tiful designs that he pushed in¬ 
to mass production led to the 
six towns of Stoke becoming 
the Potteries and the city being 
named a manufacturing hub of 
the Industrial Revolution. 

A century ago, fuelled by the 
wealth of Empire, the Potteries 
employed nearly a lakh work¬ 
ers. Over time, with work being 
outsourced overseas and tea- 
sets a thing of nostalgia, many 
of the factories closed down, 
well-known companies such as 
Doulton were acquired and 
moved on to manufacture ta¬ 
bleware for the hospitality in¬ 
dustry, or, in the case of John¬ 
son, tiles. 

Ceramics to the fore 

Beyond Stoke’s bottle kilns and 
once smoke-darkened skyline 
is a story of social history, rein¬ 
vention and UNESCO-listed 
treasures that draws visitors by 
the thousands every year. The 
city still insists on calling itself 
the ‘ceramics capital of the 
world’ by continuing to manu¬ 
facture crockery, and, lately, 
bathroom fittings and surgical 
implants. It has turned the 
spotlight on itself by hosting 
the British Ceramics Biennial 
(BCB), and opened a range of 
museums and activity centres 
that have kept alive curiosity 
for fine ceramics. 

The BCB is considered Bri¬ 
tain’s foremost contemporary 
ceramics festival, with the cur¬ 
rent edition concluding on Oc¬ 
tober 13. It invites artists from 
around the globe to present 
new forms of expression with 
clay. Among them, is Indian ar¬ 
tist-in-residence Shirley Bhat- 
nagar, whose project Beyond 
White Mughals revisits cultural 
linkages between India, Britain 
and their shared colonial past. 

Barney Hare Duke, artistic 
director, BCB, says, “The Brit¬ 
ish Ceramics Biennial is about 
people, place and clay. As we 
mark our 10th anniversary, we 
work to create an ambitious 
thought-provoking programme 




In Stoke-on-Trent, throw a pot at an 18th- 
Century factory, sip afternoon tea in fine 
china, visit the award-winning installations 
at the ongoing British Ceramics Biennial... 
Here is why this city in Staffordshire 
continues to be the keeper of England’s 
industrial and social heritage 


Handcrafted elegance (Clockwise from above) Ceramics 
at the store at Wedgwood; the Wedgwood museum; at 
the potter's wheel; the blue jasper Apotheosis of Homer 
Vase and tourists with ceramics ■ deepa Alexander, world of 

WEDGWOOD AND GETTY I MAGES/1 STOCK 


- one that celebrates the herit¬ 
age and cultural riches of this 
extraordinary city.” 

With its unvarnished walls, 
China Hall in the former Spode 
factory site is the festival hub. 
Other sites also involve a herit¬ 
age background - Middleport 
Pottery, Burslem, The Potteries 
Museum & Art Gallery, Hanley, 
and World of Wedgwood in 
Barlaston. 

While relatively newer 
firms such as the 1985-found- 
ed Emma Bridgewater 
encourage shoppers 
to indulge in its newer 
patterns and brighter 
colours, old names 
such as Wedgwood 
take intrepid tourists 
and connoisseurs on a 
journey through the En¬ 
glish Enlightenment, the 
French Revolution 
and the growth of 
Empire through its 
rare and well-docu¬ 
mented ceramics 
collection. 

“Contemporary ce¬ 
ramics have helped 
keep the industry 
alive. It is experienc¬ 
ing a renaissance dri- 



HOW TO GET THERE 

Stoke-on-Trent is Located Less 
than an hour from 
Birmingham, Manchester and 
Liverpool and one-and-a-half 
hours from London Euston by 
train. 


ven by demand for quality de¬ 
sign. The throw-away culture is 
shifting to a ‘buy fewer but bet¬ 
ter’ one, increasing sustainabil¬ 
ity. People enjoy visiting facto¬ 
ries to see a mix of traditional 
and modern manufacturing 
processes,” says Julie Wood¬ 
ward, marketing specialist. 
World of Wedgwood (WoW). 

Filled to the brim 

A visit to WoW, set in a wooded 
countryside, is a full-day affair 
that travels through the facto¬ 
ry, museum and shop, flagship 
store and factory outlet, cour¬ 
tyard garden and estate, tea 
emporium, tea room and din¬ 
ing hall. “We have thousands of 
visitors each year - indivi¬ 
duals, tourist and private 
groups, and educational 
groups from the UK and over¬ 
seas,” says Woodward. 

Fortified by hot chocolate at 
the dining room, we are met by 
Leo the exuberant guide at the 
foyer. He tells us to sheath our 
cameras and watch up-front 
the incredible journey of clay 
as it is fired in kilns, glazed, 
hand-decorated and staclced as 
finished products. Under the 
factory’s vaulted roof, men and 
women in blue smoclcs - Ro¬ 
mantic poet William Blake was 
an engraver for Wedgwood - 
work shifts to produce tea and 
dinner sets, breakfast services 
and commemorative plates. In¬ 
stallations tell the story of tem¬ 
peratures, old machines and 
older ovens that cast treasures 
such as the Russian Empress 
Catherine II’s Frog Service, a 
hand-painted dinner and dess¬ 
ert set comprising 944 pieces 
in 1774. We are allowed to touch 
a priceless teapot being rea¬ 
died for the Saudi royal family 
that has just been etched in 
gold. 

“Buyers span a very wide 


spectrum - from royal palaces 
(Wedgwood has held a royal 
warrant since 1766) to indivi¬ 
duals purchasing an item on¬ 
line,” says Woodward. 

The factory tour ends with 
the option of throwing a pot at 
the wheel with the help of an 
expert. Children squeal in de¬ 
light and adults groan while the 
wheel turns, shaping squiggly 
structures that are honed to 
perfection by the expert’s 
hand. The clay vase is labelled 
by name and awaits its turn at 
the kiln. Six weeks later, it ar¬ 
rives miraculously unbroken, 
having journeyed thousands of 
miles to India. 

At the museum, travel faster 
than HG Wells through 260 
years of design and produc¬ 
tion. “The V&A Collection exhi¬ 
bits approximately 3,000 ob¬ 
jects. It is one of the most 
important industrial collec¬ 
tions in the world,” says Wood¬ 
ward. In room after room, in vi- 
trines are exhibited a 
mind-boggling array of ceram¬ 
ics from the 18th to the 21st cen¬ 
turies. Perhaps, the most beau¬ 
tiful are the First Day Vases 
thrown by Josiah Wedgwood in 
1769, made of black basalt, and 
the 1786 blue jasper Apotheosis 
of Homer Vase, whose bas re¬ 
lief was designed by John Flax- 
man Jr. The 19th Century sees 
blue painted botanicals on 
plates, while the 20th sees 
plenty of bone china. Design¬ 
ers Jasper Conran and Vera 
Wang have influenced current 
lines. The Wonderlust Collec¬ 
tion is housed in a cheery red 
train. 

Round off the visit with after¬ 
noon tea at the tea room. 
Scones, calces and short-eats 
jostle for space on the curate 
stand. Tea flows like liquid gold 
from a pot into a beautiful cup. 
The staff talks in whispers. The 
sound of tinkling china and the 
aroma of bergamot from the 
Earl Grey fill the air - remin¬ 
ders that gracious living still 
has not gone to pot. 


The writer was in Stoke-on-Trent at 
the invitation of Marketing 
Manchester and VisitBritain 


IN OUR BACKYARD 



Standing out This bird 
breaks other commonly 
known stereotypes about 
kingfishers 

ABHISHEK GULSHAN 


While the bird can be found in our 
baclcyards, it is often found on river- 
banks, wetlands, paddy fields, groves, 
open jungles, dry cultivation zones, 
and in gardens. Near the water, it occa¬ 
sionally dives for fish, but mostly uses 
its hunting prowess for frogs, tadpoles, 
and water insects. 

It was Thomas C. Jerdon, a British 
physician, zoologist, botanist and a 
Surgeon Major in the East India Com¬ 
pany, who reported this atypical beha¬ 
viour of the white-throated kingfisher 
in his 1862 book Birds of India. Jerdon 
was also an eminent ornithologist and 
several bird species like the Jerdon’s 
Nightjar, Jerdon’s Bushlark have been 
named after him. 

It can be reasoned that this beha¬ 
viour is an evolutionary trait of sur¬ 
viving on prey other than the fish. 
However, why this bird is so dif¬ 
ferent from others of its kind re¬ 
mains a mystery. 


The writer is the founder ofNINOX - 
Owl About Nature, a nature- 
awareness initiative. He is the 
Delhi-NCR reviewer for Ebird, a 
Cornell University initiative, 
monitoring rare sightings of 
birds.He formerly led a 
programme at WWF 
India. 


PEACE ON 


ABHISHEK GULSHAN 

Amidst the hustle and bustle of the ci¬ 
ty, you may hear a jarring incessant 
trill, the ‘lei...lei...lei...lei’ of the white- 
throated kingfisher. Long associated 
with peace and calm, the bird, also 
lenown as the white-breasted kingfish¬ 
er, is as serene and beautiful to look at 
as its reputation suggests. 

It belongs to the genus Halcyon, 
which, according to legend, is a myth¬ 
ical bird which nests on the sea and is 
loved by the gods. It calms the waves 
as it breeds, bringing in halcyon or 
peaceful days. The white-throated 
kingfisher is easily identifiable because 
of its electric bluish-green tinged back 
and upper wings. 

It is large-headed, predominantly 
chestnut-brown, with a long, heavy, 
and pointed dark dull-red bill, and a 
conspicuous white throat extending 
across the breast. The males and fe¬ 
males are identical. 


EARTH 

The white-throated kingfisher is 
both beautiful and opportunistic 


In the face of extreme fragmenta¬ 
tion of habitat, this bird is known to 
adapt well. It is widely distributed over 
the Indian subcontinent, South-East 
Asia, and certain parts of the Gulf. 

The breeding season lasts from 
March to July, and two to seven eggs 
are laid in small tunnels, mud banks of 
rivers, nullahs (sewers) and sometimes 
in decaying trees. As responsible pa¬ 
rents, they make multiple trips to feed 
the young. 

While most kingfishers are de¬ 
scribed purely as water-birds living 
chiefly on fish, this one breaks king¬ 
fisher stereotypes by preferring wood¬ 


ed country, 
rarely diving in¬ 
to water (for fish) 
and feeding vora¬ 
ciously on insects, 
reptiles, rodents, am¬ 
phibians, and such small 
prey. From elevated perch¬ 
es (electric poles and lines, 
walls) that serve as a vantage point, 
it swoops down on its prey. In 
certain situations, it has also 
been observed hunting 
smaller birds like the 
common tailorbird, 
and sparrow. 
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A hummable OST 


Pritam and GuLzar collaborate on The Sky 
is Pink, with songs that are familiar but 
eminently enjoyable 



The Sky Is Pink is the second full soundtrack 
on which GuLzar has collaborated with 
Pritam -specialarrangement 

There have been an interesting recurrence of 
curious phrases across GuLzar songs in recent 
times. 

The phrases sound curious, to me since those 
songs have been my introduction to the 
particular phrase. For example, there was 
‘udon khatolo' that appeared in OK Joonu 
(‘Sunn Bhovoro') and Rangoon (‘Mere Miyan 
Gaye England'), 'good man di laltain' across 
Rangoon ('Bloody Hell') and Soorma ('Good 
Man Di Laltain'). In The Sky Is Pink - the second 
full soundtrack that the veteran lyricist has 
collaborated with Pritam on (the first was Just 
Married, back in 2007, and there was a partial 
collaboration in Billu) - the track, 'D/7 Hi Toh 
Hai' carries one such throwback, of the word 
kurpech, that I first heard at the start of the 
title song of Raazi last year (both times 
accompanying "path", incidentally -yeh 
koochein kurpech hai vs kurpech hai raahein-, 
and going by the context I assume it means 
difficult). 

Like Raazi's song, this one too features Arijit 
Singh (alongside Antara Mitra and Nikhil 
D'Souza) though 'D/7 Hi Toh Hai‘ carries a 
totally different mood. It's a pleasantly 
hummable romantic piece that you can 
instantly identify as a Pritam composition, 
delivered well by the singers, with a fine 
chorus to boot. 

When Singh renders, "na poochhoyeh dil hai 
munshi, magistrate, qazi", my mind goes back 
to a metaphor from another Pritam song 
(written by Amitabh Bhattacharya), 'dil Akbar 
ka pota hai'. Singh is 
replaced by an 
equally competent 
Sreerama Chandra in 
the reprise version. 

The English cameo 
by Nikhil D'Souza is a 
lovely bit, with the 
harmonies et al - very gospel but sadly too 
short. Its lyrics are written by Nikhil Paul 
George, who also handles guitar and choir 
arrangement, the song's two highlights. 

The phrase' naadaaniyaan' is uttered way too 
many times for my liking in the first verse of 
'Naadaaniyaan', but that aside it is an engaging 
club song. Arjun Kanungo is in fine form 
leading the delivery, although I wish there was 
more of Lisa Mishra as well, and not just the 
two-line cameo she gets here. In 'Pink Gulabi 
Sky', Pritam channels his ‘Badtameez Dil' 
mode, but accentuating the original format is 
the delightful retro swing layer that the 
composer incorporates here. 

While most of brass elements (and that lovely 
double bass) come from Fame's Macedonia 
Symphonic Orchestra, there is also some fab 
work from Rhythm Shaw on guitar and Shirish 
Malhotra on flute and clarinet. With Shashwat 
Singh and Jonita Gandhi handling the vocals, 
there was never going to be a shortcoming on 
that front. My favourite song from the album 
is a solo act by Singh. 

'Zindagi' has a beautiful melody - almost feels 
like a ghazal at times, though the 
orchestration implies nothing of that sort. I 
loved the opening line from Gulzar - ‘zindagi 
tune kaisa toss khela hai'. 

The vocalisation here, especially the 
processing around the humming portions, 
takes my mind back to another gem that 
Pritam-Singh gave us a few years back, ‘Phir Le 
Aaya Dil'. 

Pritam-Gulzar's soundtrack traverses familiar 
territories, but is an eminently enjoyable work 
- the best that the composer has done this 
year thus far. 

VIPIN NAIR 

Contact us at delhimetro@thehindu.co.in 


The Sky is Pink 

TOP RECOS: Zmddgi, 

Pink Gulabi Sky, Dil 
Hi Toh Hai 


5 EVENTS WORTH YOUR WHILE 



On dastangoi 

Acclaimed Urdu writer and critic, Shamsur 
Rahman Faruqi will speak on the tradition of 
Dastangoi, and on the book Dastangoi-2 written 
by Mahmood Farooqui. The book contains 
Dastans that have become staples in 
performance by the Dastangoi Collective 
mentored by Mahmood Farooqui. 
venue: Gulmohar Hall, India Habitat Centre 
TIME: 7 p.m. 



Kathak recital 

Aarambh 2019, a cultural evening of Kathak, will 
be presented by Kathak dancer Aishwaraya 
Srivastava of the Jaipur Gharana. The event is 
organised to provide an opportunity to 
upcoming dancers to showcase their talent. 
Performing artists include Samiksha Saha, Anita 
Kumari, Shimal Wahi and Rudrakhsi Sharma. 
venue: Triveni Auditorium, Triveni Kala Sangam 
TIME: 6:30 p.m. 



Breakfast special 

Doner & Gyros, a casual fast-food restaurant, has 
introduced a new breakfast menu. The dishes on 
offer include Egg and Cheese Sandwich, Egg and 
Cheese Doner with Chicken, Egg Doner, Nutella 
Doner, Classic Paneer Tikka, Chicago Gyros, all 
served with beverages like lemonade, smoothies, 
orange juice and soft drinks. 
venue: Shop No.13, World Mark 1, Aerocity 
time: 11 a.m. onwards 



Lifestyle 

Exhibition Unlimited presents Lifestyle 
Connoisseur 2019, an exhibition-cum-sale to 
promote Indian art and artisans. This two-day 
event that starts today has various contemporary 
and modern era styles in the form of art, craft, 
and apparels. The collection on sale includes 
jewellery and home decor. 
venue: India Islamic Cultural Centre, Lodhi Road, 
time: 10:30 a.m. - 7:30 p.m. 



French fiction 

Alliance Frangaise de Delhi Cine-Club will screen 
a French film, Les Confins Du Monde. Directed by 
Guillaume Nicloux, the film narrates the tale of a 
young French soldier, Robert Tassen, who 
survives a brutal massacre in which his brother 
dies. Blinded by vengeance, Robert engages in a 
secret quest to find the assassins. 
venue: M.L. Bhartia Auditorium, Lodhi Estate 
TIME : 6:30 p.m. 
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Asif Kapadia on crafting life stories about flawed, complex and edgy personalities, the difficulty of getting to know Diego Maradona and teamwork 


INTERVIEW ASIF KAPADIA 


‘Football is a game of deceit’ 



NAMRATAJOSHI 

British filmmaker Asif Kapadia’s third in the trilogy of documentaries, 
Maradona, on the Argentinian football legend Diego Maradonapre¬ 
miered earlier this year at the Cannes Film Festival. In many ways it 
carries forward from his previous work - Amy (2015, on singer Amy 
Winehouse) and Senna (2010, on racing champion Ayrton Senna)-in 
showing the schism between the individual and her/his public perso¬ 
na, the trade-off for fame and the flip side of success. 

Born in 1972, Kapadia shot into limelight with The Sheep Thief 
(1997) that bagged Cinefondation’s second prize for short films at the 
Cannes Film Festival. It led him on to make his first feature. The War¬ 
rior, starring Irrfan Khan, that won him the BAFTA (British Academy 
of Film and Television Arts) for the best British film and for the most 
promising newcomer. The four-time BAFTA (best documentary for 
Senna and Amy) and one-time Oscar winner (best documentary fea¬ 
ture for Amy) was in Mumbai and Delhi, promoting his latest docu¬ 
mentary that is releasing this Friday by PVR Pictures across India. 
Edited excerpts from an interview. 


S3 r 1 



Being a sport Director Asif Kapadia with footballer Diego Maradona; and (Left) a still from the documentary. 

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


What was it about Maradona that 
made you pick him? Or for that 
matter Amy or Senna ? 

Part of it is the gut feeling, the in¬ 
stinctive feeling that there is a 
movie in this person. Or there is a 
question that I want answered. Or 
there is a new idea. Senna came 
first, it was a totally different film 
from anything I had done before. 
I had never made a documentary 
before. I do love sports. 

I do remember him, I do re¬ 
member watching him race. I re¬ 
member the final race [he died in 
1994 at the San Marino Grand 
Prix, Imola Italy], watching it live. 
The big thing there became this 
idea of telling a story and chang¬ 
ing the form. The idea of not hav¬ 


ing ‘talking head’ interviews. 
Staying in the present and some¬ 
how finding Senna. Finding a way 
for Senna to narrate his own sto¬ 
ry. The reason I made the films is 
because of the characters. 

I guess they are flawed, com¬ 
plex, edgy and often anti-esta¬ 
blishment. They are the people I 
am interested in. 

As a filmmaker are you looking 
for a specific defining theme in a 
person’s life? 

You look for ways to express big¬ 
ger ideas. [Maradona] is about a 
footballer but it is also about a fa¬ 
mily, where he is from, rising 
from the slums, Italy, Naples, the 
racism within the country, the 


idea of North against the South or 
the idea of getting revenge on 
another country the humiliated 
you in [the Falklands War] four 
years earlier. The game, is his 
way of making the English suffer. 
Not being a parent, having a child 
and not admitting it to yourself. 

That’s where his addictions 
come from. [The] poorest city in 
Europe that somehow finds the 
money to get the most expensive 
player in the world. 

The person and his calling. How 
do you strike a balance there? 
The film is not about his game 
and yet it is. 

I don’t know if it works or not but 
the intention is that football is 
really there to express the charac¬ 
ter. The whole thing is really 
more about finding visual ways to 
express. Maradona, comes from a 
tough, poor place, ends up in Na¬ 
ples, hangs out with all the street 
guys. When he plays football it’s 
up his street though. 

They kick him and so he kicks 
them back. One of my favourite 
lines in the film, is when he says 
that football is a game of deceit. 
The idea of trickery, living life in 
hiding or lying, that’s him. On the 
pitch, off the pitch, that’s the kind 
of persona he is. 

I may not be a great football or 
Maradona fan but the film 
reaches out to me. Then there 


You spend all the time 
looking at the material, 
until you find an image 
that tells you everything, 
without anyone having 
to tell you what to think. 

are fans who’d know 
everything about him. Where 
do you find the balance 
between these two audiences? 

I am more interested in someone 
like you who doesn’t like football 
than people who are obsessed 
with it, who think they know it all 
but actually they don’t. You have 
got to put the key moments in the 
life rather than it becoming pure 
football. That’s why we spend 
years editing to hopefully find the 
right amount of football against 
life and drama. If it’s too much 
one thing or another then it nar¬ 
rows down how widely people 
would want to see it. Of course 
there is a football audience, 
there’s a big Maradona audience 


out there all over the world but I 
am interested in people who 
don’t like football, watching the 
film and learning about an inter¬ 
esting character. In the end why I 
made [the films] is because they 
are all [about] interesting people. 
The idea was to understand and 
to humanise them. 

Talking of the audience... What 
about Maradona himself? Has he 
seen it? 

I don’t think he has seen it. He 
has always been travelling or too 
busy. Chances are that he will 
have watched it [by] now. When I 
invited him to Cannes, he didn’t 
come. At some point he will 
watch it, privately probably, be¬ 
cause everyone else has been 
talking about it. I will hear about 
it when he writes back. There will 
be an Instagram message and 
that’s when we will all find out. 

Are you looking forward to it? 
Apprehensive about it? 


All I can say is that enough people 
who know him, have seen the 
film say that the film is really hon¬ 
est. It is tough at times but it is 
honest. He is a really tough cha¬ 
racter to pin down, he is a really 
difficult guy to get to know and 
get close to and to get to talk 
about stuff. One is not interested 
in making a film where you’d say 
everyone is great because that 
would be a lie. 

He did give you a lot of access... 

I met him four or five times. Nine 
hours in total. 

Sourcing footage and then 
putting it all together...What was 
longer? And what took more of 
an effort? 

The whole thing took three years. 
It all happens at the same time. 
We do research, in the process 
find the story and characters. I do 
interviews. I spoke to 80 people 
on this film, including Maradona. 


We are editing at the same time 
and then as we are editing we are 
looking for new footage. 

Does the story keep changing as 
you move along? 

Yes. That’s the whole point. You 
think the story is something 
about this and someone says so¬ 
mething and you realise it’s about 
that. And then you begin to find 
ways to show it. You look for that 
material and realise there is 
another character. And you go 
‘no no no’ the story is about this. 
Things are constantly shifting. 

How many people worked with 
you in sourcing footage and 
researching? 

There were two main archive pro¬ 
ducers-one in Spanish language 
and one Italian. Then more peo¬ 
ple in each country, then there’s 
the editor, two producers. There 
is the sound team. When the ma¬ 
terial comes a lot of it is mute so 
you have to create the entire 
soundtrack. A lot of these people 
did Senna, Amy and now Mara¬ 
dona. Some of them I was at film 
school with so I have worked with 
them for a long time. Feature 
films [have] a smaller crew. 

Any footage you got that really 
made you sing and dance? 

I don’t know about singing and 
dancing but one shot towards the 
end of the film, after the match 
between Argentina and Italy, 
where he is all alone at a Christ¬ 
mas party. The shot goes on for 
ages. There is no sound. There is 
no one talking, no voice, no mus¬ 
ic. Just his face. That shot proba¬ 
bly summed up what I was trying 
to do. You spend all the time look¬ 
ing at the material, until you find 
an image that tells you everyth¬ 
ing, without anyone having to tell 
you what to think. That is cinema. 
That’s the whole point why you 
make movies. 

You look through a lot of stuff 
to find that moment. Hopefully 
the story told before and after 
that shot needs no explanation. 
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3 Lessen (6) 

4 Kiss and cuddle (8) 

5 Country on the Baltic 

(7) 

6 Causing moral 
revulsion (10) 

9 Progeny(10) 

12 Most intoxicated? 

( 8 ) 

14 Animosity (3,4) 

16 Contribute 
charitably (6) 

19 Military trainee (5) 

20 Garment - 
promontory (4) 


Solution will appear 
in The Hindu dated 
October 11,2019. 

Solution No. 13194 


■ Across 

I Summarised - 
lacking concentration 
( 10 ) 

7 Blew one's own 
trumpet (7) 

8 Famous (5) 

10 Widely held 
misconception (4) 

II Statement of a 
company's financial 
affairs (8) 

13 Firmly attached - 


arrested (6) 

15 Cheap and vulgar 
behaviour (6) 

17 Dance hall (8) 

18 Made very cold (4) 

21 Identified as the 
best(5) 

22 Leave behind (7) 

23 Good health! 
0,3,4) 

■ Down 

1 Expect(5) 

2 Wise - herb (4) 
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India will look to continue its WTC march 

South African bowlers will have to rise to the occasion if the team has to stay afloat in the series 



Double points for away wins: Kohli 

du Plessis calls the system ‘complicated’ 



Magical change: Rohit Sharma, who made a dream start as a 
Test opener, gets ready for more. ■ vivek bendre 


AMOL KARHADKAR 

PUNE 

The last time - in fact the 
first time - the scenic stadi¬ 
um on the outskirts of the ci¬ 
ty hosted a Test match, Steve 
O’Keefe made the most of an 
akhada (dust bowl) to roll 
over India’s famed batting 
line-up to lead Australia to a 
rare win on Indian soil. The 
match got over in barely two 
and half days, with India’s 
batsmen returning to the 
dressing room quicker than 
the zooming cars on the ad¬ 
joining Mumbai-Pune 
Expressway. 

The meek surrender at 
the Maharashtra Cricket As¬ 
sociation Stadium may have 
taken place a little over two 
and a half years ago, but 
with the impressive run In¬ 
dia has had in white flannels 
across the globe since then, 
the defeat has turned into a 
distant memory for a major¬ 
ity of cricket connoisseurs. 

Milestone match 

However, captain Virat Kohli 
- who will lead India in his 
50th Test when he walks out 
for the toss for the second 
game of the series against 
South Africa on Thursday - 
will look to nail a series- 
clinching win in the miles¬ 
tone match. 

That loss against Australia 
in February 2017 remains In¬ 
dia’s only defeat at home un¬ 


der Kohli. 

But with India looking so¬ 
lid as ever on home turf, the 
Proteas will have to literally 
play out of their skin - and 
hope for the skies to remain 
clear - to end Kohli and Co.’s 
10-match unbeaten streak at 
home. 

South Africa displayed a 
lot of character - “resi¬ 


lience,” as referred to by 
captain Faf du Plessis - in 
the first innings, recovering 
after a top-order collapse to 
put on 400-plus on the 
board. But Mohammed Sha- 
mi’s sensational spell on the 
fifth morning virtually took 
all the positives away despite 
Senuran Muthusamy and 
Dane Piedt delaying the 


inevitable. 

Damp pitch 

The South African bowlers 
would have learnt their les¬ 
sons from the show of their 
Indian counterparts in Vi- 
sakhapatnam. With a damp 
pitch and overcast skies, the 
visiting team’s bowlers will 
expect to make early inroads 


and give the team a chance 
to draw parity in the series. 

However, despite an un¬ 
dercooked strip, primarily 
due to incessant rain in the 
lead-up to the game, Kohli’s 
cavaliers will be confident of 
continuing their clean slate 
in the World Test Champion¬ 
ship (WTC). 

India is unlikely to tinker 
with its settled combination. 
South Africa, on the other 
hand, will be tempted to bol¬ 
ster its pace department 
with either Lungi Ngidi or 
Anrich Nortje coming in for 
Piedt or Vernon Philander. 

Irrespective of the team 
compositions, with a thun¬ 
derstorm threat looming ov¬ 
er the city for the rest of the 
week, both camps - and the 
fans - will be hoping that 
weather doesn’t emerge the 
man- of-the -match. 

The teams (from): 

India: Virat Kohli (Capt.), Rohit 
Sharma, Mayank Agarwal, Che- 
teshwar Pujara, Ajinkya Rahane, 
Hanuma Vihari, Wriddihiman 
Saha (wk), Ravindra Jadeja, R. 
Ashwin, Ishant Sharma, Mo¬ 
hammed Shami, Kuldeep Yadav, 
Umesh Yadav, Rishabh Pant 
(wk) and Shubman Gill. 

South Africa: Faf du Plessis 
(Capt.), Aiden Markram, Dean 
Elgar, Theunis de Bruyn, Temba 
Bavuma, Quinton de Kock (wk), 
Vernon Philander, Keshav Mah- 
araj, Kagiso Rabada, Lungi Ngi¬ 
di, Dale Piedt, Anrich Nortje 
and Senuran Muthusamy. 

Match starts at 9.30 a.m. 


AMOL KARHADKAR 

PUNE 

If cricket is far from being a 
simple sport for a tyro, the 
World Test Championship is 
even more complicated to 
fathom even for an ardent 
sports lover. 

As the debate over the 
fairness of the points system 
heats up as the WTC is set¬ 
tling in, India captain Virat 
Kohli has said that he would 
prefer an additional incen¬ 
tive for winning a Test 
overseas. 

“If you would have asked 
me to make the points table, 
I would give double the 
points for an away-Test win. 
That is something I would 
definitely like to see, maybe 
after the first edition,” Kohli 
said on Wednesday. 

Great for Test cricket 

“Look, the importance of ev¬ 
ery game has become that 
much more. In situations, in 
a three-match series, you 
probably would have played 
out a draw, but teams are go¬ 
ing to go for wins and get 
those extra points, so, I 
think it’s great for Test 
cricket.” 

With India topping the 
WTC table in its early stages, 
Kohli stated that the compe¬ 
tition has made cricketers 
more intense. 

“The matches are going to 
be that much more exciting 
is what we all feel and have 
already experienced. 

“We have to be profes¬ 


sional in every session that 
we play. It will be much 
more demanding on the 
players now, which is a good 
thing, as it will keep the stan¬ 
dard of Test cricket high.,” 
he said. 

While India has main¬ 
tained a clean slate in its 
three Tests of the WTC so far 
- two in the West Indies fol¬ 
lowed by the first of the 
Freedom Series in Visakha- 
patnam - South Africa had 
its first brush with the new 
tournament last week. 

Terming the points sys¬ 
tem as “complicated”, cap¬ 
tain Faf du Plessis said that 
not losing points at home 
will be critical for the teams 
to feature in the final, sche¬ 


duled for mid-2021. 

“It is complicated. Ob¬ 
viously, shorter the Test se¬ 
ries, the more points you 
get. You get 120 points for 
two wins and then you play 
a five-match series, then 
you’ve to win 5-0 which is a 
lot harder than winning 
2-0,” du Plessis said. 

Holes and flaws 

“But I’ve noticed with these 
things, you’ll always find 
holes and flaws. It’s never a 
perfect system. So for us, it’s 
just about being the first 
who is going through this 
journey now with the Test 
championship. I think home 
games are going to be really 
important.” 


A mean machine with a heart 



Lethal: Rabada has the ability to bowl unplayable deliveries. 


■ K.R. DEEPAK 


EXCLUSIVE 


S. DINAICAR 

CHENNAI 

“When I feel good, I can do 
anything,” declared Kagiso 
Rabada. He meant what he 
said. 

As an explosive fast bow¬ 
ler with power and skill, who 
can crash past defences or 
knock down batsmen with 
brutal lifters, the South Afri¬ 
can has walked the talk. 

Among the hottest fast 
men around - the 24-year- 
old Rabada has 177 wickets in 
38 Tests at 22.35 - the leader 
of the South African pace 
pack in the post-Dale Steyn 
era is a bonafide game-chan¬ 
ger. 

Talking exclusively to The 
Hindu in Visakhapatnam 
about the responsibility of 
leading the Proteas’ attack, 
Rabada said, “It is a good 
pressure. I am always chal¬ 
lenging myself, getting out of 
my comfort zone. You got to 
make play for the team.” 

Irrespective of the condi¬ 
tions or the situation, the 
magnificently athletic Raba¬ 
da, with his bounding run-up 
and exemplary wrist and 
seam position, has this habit 
of whipping up unplayable 
deliveries out of nowhere. 

He said, “You are so in¬ 
tense that the magic just 
comes and produces itself 
because of the situation. 
Your competitive nature ma¬ 
nifests itself.” 

Rabada is also an emotion¬ 
al fast bowler, doesn’t mind a 
glare at the batsmen with his 


big expressive eyes or a few 
words. 

He explained, “It’s about 
who’s going to come out on 
top when up against the best. 
International cricket is never 
easy. You put a lot of hard 
work in a session, an invest¬ 
ment, and there can be emo¬ 
tional outbursts or expres¬ 
sions of joy.” 

On his mantra for wickets, 
Rabada said, “looking at the 
pitch and the conditions, 
working on the technique of 
the batsman, and being pa¬ 
tient.” Growing up, Rabada 
had his heroes. “Steyn, he 
bowled fast but had the skill 
to take wickets anywhere. 
Anderson, Lee, McGrath, 
Ntini, the list is endless.” 

On the dry Indian condi¬ 
tions and on abrasive pitch¬ 
es, reverse swing was the 
main weapon, he felt. “And I 
can get the ball to reverse. 
You need pace, skill and ac¬ 
curacy.” 


With Steyn retired, the ex¬ 
pectations from Rabada and 
his pace partners have in¬ 
creased. “I like to hang out 
with Vernon Philander and 
Lungi Ngidi. We bounce 
ideas off each other. We need 
to step up.” 

Ask him about the finest 
contemporary batsmen and 
fast bowlers and his response 
is quick. “Virat Kohli, Steve 
Smith and Kane Williamson. 
Then, Pat Cummins, Jofra 
Archer and Jasprit Bumrah.” 

Rabada is conscious about 
the workload factor. “Now 
you have bio-mechanics and 
gym work. You got to be 
strong so that your body can 
hold together.” 

On being a cricketing role 
model for the black Africans 
in his country, Rabada said, 
“It is for a good cause. It’s 
just the reality of our 
country.” 

Rabada is a mean machine 
with a heart. 


Priya and Jemimah steer India to a facile win 

South Africans fail to come to terms with the host’s slow bowlers 



What a start! It was memorable debut for Priya Punia as the youngster put in a 
player-of-the-match performance on Wednesday, -vijaysoneji 


SCOREBOARD 


SA WOMEN IN INDIA 


ASHW IN ACHAL 

VADODARA 

India cruised to an eight- 
wicket win over a shoddy 
South Africa in the first One- 
Day International at the Re¬ 
liance Cricket Ground here 
on Wednesday. 

Faced with a small target 
of 165, India rode on fine 
knocks from ODI debutante 
Priya Punia (75 n.o, 124b, 
8x4) and Jemimah Rodrigues 
(55, 65b, 7x4) to get the job 
done with 50 deliveries to 
spare. 

The openers got the home 
side on the right track with a 
solid 83-run stand. Jemimah 
was adventurous with her 
strokeplay, while Priya was 
happy to block. 

Jemimah could have got a 
big score, but her across the 
line heave to Nondumiso 
Shangase cut her exciting es¬ 
say short. Priya started ner¬ 
vously, before opening up 
with a few crisp drives. It was 
a day to remember for 23- 
year-old Priya, who took In¬ 
dia past the finish line in the 
company of seasoned cap¬ 
tain Mithali Raj (11 n.o.). 

“I received a call from my 
father this morning. He told 
me to take my time and stick 
around at the crease. His ad¬ 
vice worked quite well,” Pri¬ 
ya said. The happy occasion 
could have been ruined had 
Marizanne Kapp held on to a 
simple catch offered by Pri¬ 


ya, batting on 6. 

Two decades 
and counting 

The 36-year-old Mithali, inci¬ 
dentally, has now completed 
20 years in international 
cricket. Her maiden appea¬ 
rance came in an ODI against 
Ireland back in June 1999. 

After opting to bat, South 
Africa struggled to get going. 
Pacers Jhulan Goswami 
(three for 33) and Shikha 
Pandey (two for 38) got 
among the wickets, while the 
spin trio of Ekta Bisht, Deep- 
ti Sharma and Poonam Ya¬ 
dav kept things tight. 

The batters were all at sea 
against the generous flight 
offered by the slow bowlers. 
The visitors did not get to the 
pitch of the ball, and ended 
up playing airy shots well 
away from the body. 

Paying the price 

The experienced Trisha 
Chetty (14,17b) attempted to 
slog left-armer Ekta out of 
the park, but ended up 
stumped. Ekta then deceived 
Mignon du Preez (16,16b) in 
the air, dragging her out to 
offer a second stumping to 
wicket-keeper Taniya Bhatia. 
Laura Wolvaardt (39, 62b) 
fell to off-spinner Deepti 
Sharma, who got one to go 
through bat and pad. 

Trisha, Mignon and Laura 
paid the price for commit¬ 
ting to the front foot much 
too early and without good 


SOUTH AFRICA 

Lizelle Lee Lbw b Jhulan 0 (1b), 
Laura Wolvaardt b Deepti 39 
(62b, 5x4), Trisha Chetty st 
Taniya b Ekta 14 (17b, 2x4), 
Mignon du Preez st. Taniya b 
Ekta 16 (16b, 4x4), Sune Luus 
c&b Shikha 22 (43b, 3x4), Mar¬ 
izanne Kapp c Punam b Jhulan 
54 (64b, 6x4), Nadine de Klerk 
lbw b Shikha 0 (2b), Shabnim 
Ismail c Taniya b Poonam 3 (2b), 
Nondumiso Shangase c Je¬ 
mimah b Jhulan 4 (10b, 1x4), 
Tumi Sphindile c Ekta b Poo¬ 
nam 6 (34b), Ayabonga Khaka 
(not out) 1 (1b); Extras (w-4, 
lb-1): 5; Total (in 45.1 overs): 

reason. Only Marizanne 
showed the skill required to 
stay alive, playing the ball 
late and under her nose. 


164. 

FALL OF WICKETS 

1-0 (Lizelle, 0.1 ov), 2-32 
(Trisha, 7.3), 3-56 (Mignon, 

11.5) , 4-89 (Laura, 21.4), 5-103 
(Sune, 24.4), 6-103 (Nadine, 

24.6) , 7-115 (Shabnim, 29.6), 8- 
128 (Nondumiso, 32.6), 9-158 
(Tumi, 44.3). 

INDIA BOWLING 
Jhulan 7.1-0-33-3, Shikha 10-0- 
38-2, Ekta 8-0-28-2, Deepti 
10-0-31-1, Poonam 10-1-33-2. 
INDIA 

Priya Punia (not out) 75 (124b, 
8x4), Jemimah Rodrigues lbw b 
Nondumiso 55 (65b, 7x4), 
Punam Raut lbw b Nadine 16 

It was Jhulan who started 
the fire, trapping Lizelle Lee 
leg-before with a sharp in¬ 
swinger in the very first ball 


(38b, 3x4), Mithali Raj (not out) 
11 (24b, 1x4), Extras (nb-1, w-6, 
lb-1): 8; Total (for two wkts. in 
41.4 overs): 165. 

FALL OF WICKETS 
1-83 (Jemimah, 20.4), 2-128 
(Punam, 31.6). 

SOUTH AFRICA BOWLING 
Shabnim 4-1-14-0, Marizanne 
5-0-19-0, Ayabonga 6-0-19-0, 
Tumi 7-2-22-0, Sune Luus 4-0- 
22-0, Nadine 7.4-1-29-1, Non¬ 
dumiso 8-0-39-1. 

Toss: South Africa. 
Player-of-the-match: Priya 

Punia. 

India won by eight wickets 
with 50 deliveries to spare. 

of the match. Shikha put the 
skids by sending back skip¬ 
per Sune Luus and Nadine 
de Klerk in the same over. 


CoA debars three 
associations from AGM 


Zverev beats dizziness and Chardy 



Interesting: Alexander Zverev beat French underdog 
Jeremy Chardy in an incident-packed match. ■ afp 


IN BRIEF 


Fernando powers Lanka 
to 3-0 series win 

LAHORE 

Sri Lanka defeated Pakistan 
by 13 runs to win the third 
and final T20I on Wednesday, 
routing the No. 1 team 3-0 in 
the series. The visitors scored 
147 for seven with debutant 
Oshada Fernando scoring an 
unbeaten 78 off 48. Pakistan 
was undone by leg-spinner 
Wanindu Hasaranga (3/21). 
The scores: Sri Lanka 147-7 in 
20 overs (Oshada Fernando 
78 n.o., Mohammad Amir 
3-27) bt Pakistan 134-6 in 20 
overs (Haris Sohail 52, 
Wanindu Hasarang 3-21). 

Warriors beat Thalaivas; 
Titans defeat Yoddha 

GREATER NOIDA 

Bengal Warriors produced a 
clinical performance to beat 
Tamil Thalaivas 33-29 in their 
ProKabaddi League (PKL) 
match here on Wednesday. 

In the other match, Telugu 
Titans beat UP Yoddha 41-36. 
The results: Bengal Warriors 
bt Tamil Thalaivas 33-29; 
Telugu Titans bt UP Yoddha 
41-36. 



G. VIS WANATH 

PUNE 

The Committee of Adminis¬ 
trators (CoA) has communi¬ 
cated to the Tamil Nadu 
Cricket Association (TNCA), 
Haryana Cricket Associa¬ 
tion (HCA) and Maharashtra 
Cricket Association (MCA) 
that their Constitution is 
not in terms with the BCCI 
Constitution approved by 
the Supreme Court and 
hence they will not be al¬ 
lowed to take part in the 
BCCI AGM/Election to be 
held in Mumbai on October 
23. 

It is mandatory upon full 
members to be compliant 
with the BCCI constitution 
registered with the Tamil 
Nadu Registrar of Societies. 

The CoA had pointed out 
inconsistencies in the con¬ 
stitution of the three full 
members of the BCCI and 
asked them to make amend¬ 



ments to be in tune with the 
BCCI’s. 

The TNCA has been quite 
vocal in articulating that the 
CoA has not been given the 
authority by the Supreme 
Court to disqualify the BCCI 
members because they are 
non-compliant. Haryana 
and MCA feel the same. 

It’s not known if the CoA 
has explained the constitu¬ 
tion-related circumstances 
to the Amicus Curiae P.S. 
Narasimha and of its deci¬ 
sion. 

The TNCA has nominat¬ 
ed R.S. Ramaswamy, Harya¬ 
na Mrinal Ojha and Maha¬ 
rashtra Riyaz Bagban to 
take part in the BCCI AGM/ 
Election. All three are likely 
to approach the Supreme 
Court on this matter. 

The valid electoral list for 
the BCCI AGM will be an¬ 
nounced on Thursday (Oc¬ 
tober 10) evening. 



TNCA looking 
at legal options 

S. DIP AK RAGAV 

CHENNAI 

The TNCA secretary R.S. 
Ramaswamy said, “We got 
the mail today (Wednes¬ 
day) about the decision and 
will consult with our legal 
team before sending a res¬ 
ponse by tomorrow. If the 
electoral officer accepts the 
CoA’s recommendation to 
stop us from the participat¬ 
ing in the elections, we 
have no option but to move 
the Supreme Court on it. 
We firmly believe the CoA 
doesn’t have the authority 
to stop an association from 
the AGM and elections.” 

The issue with TNCA’s 
constitution is down to hav¬ 
ing two vice-presidents and 
having a nine-year cap only 
for office-bearer’s post and 
not for members of the 
apex council. TNCA had al¬ 
so made changes to its con¬ 
stitution in reducing its 
apex council to less than 19. 



AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

SHANGHAI 

Novak Djokovic said on Wed¬ 
nesday that he was “embrac¬ 
ing” the pressure of being 
World No. 1 and reigning 
champion at the Shanghai 
Masters this week. 

The 32-year-old eased 
past young Canadian Denis 
Shapovalov 6-3, 6-3 with mi¬ 
nimum fuss. 

The 16-time Grand Slam 
champion said he had no 
pain from the shoulder inju¬ 
ry that forced him out of the 
US Open last 16. 

Stefanos Tsitsipas defeat¬ 
ed 19-year-old Felix Auger- 
Aliassime 7-6(3), 7-6(3) for 
his first victory over the Ca¬ 
nadian stretching all the way 
back to their junior days. 

Alexander Zverev had a 
bout of dizziness during an 
incident-packed victory over 
French underdog Jeremy 
Chardy, 7-6(13), 7-6(3). 

Zverev apologised to a te¬ 



levision cameraman after he 
accidentally hit a ball square 
into his jaw in winning a 
point. Zverev was also seen 
by a doctor in the first set 
and in another colourful 
moment he smashed his rac¬ 
quet on the floor during the 
mammoth first-set tie break. 

The second-set tie break 
had a lighter moment - Zve¬ 
rev losing his grip while hit¬ 
ting a shot, his racquet flying 
into the crowd. 

The results: Second round: No¬ 


vak Djokovic bt Denis Shapova¬ 
lov 6-3, 6-3; John Isner bt Lu¬ 
cas Pouille 7-5, 6-3; Stefanos 
Tsitsipas bt Felix Auger-Alias- 
sime 7-6(3), 7-6(3); Karen Kha- 
chanov bt Taylor Fritz 6-2, 6-4. 

Roberto Bautista bt Reilly 
Opelka 6-4, 7-5; Matteo Ber- 
rettini bt Christian Garin 6-3, 
6-3; Alexander Zverev bt Jere¬ 
my Chardy 7-6(13), 7-6(3). 

Andrey Rublev bt John Mill- 
man 6-2, 6-0; David Goffm bt 
Mikhail Kukushkin 6-2, 3-0 re¬ 
tired; Dominic Thiem bt Pablo 
Carreno-Busta 7-6(3), 6-3. 


Sameer, 
Lakshya and 
Rahul advance 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ALMERE (THE NETHERLANDS) 

Top seed Sameer Verma, 
Lakshya Sen and B.M. Ra¬ 
hul Bharadwaj progressed 
to the pre-quarterfinals of 
the men’s singles competi¬ 
tion at the Dutch Open 
Super 100 tournament on 
Wednesday. 

Sameer notched up a 21- 
19,19-21, 21-13 win over fel¬ 
low Indian Kiran George in 
the second round. 

Lakshya outclassed Cu¬ 
ba’s Osleni Guerrero 21-12, 
21-12. Lakshya had beaten 
Ireland’s Nhat Nguyen 21- 
19, 21-17 in the opening 
round. 

Rahul progressed with a 
21-18, 21-13 win over Malay¬ 
sia’s Cheam June Wei, but 
Sourabh Verma bowed out. 
Other result (second round): 
Kai Schaefer (Ger) bt Sourabh 
Verma 21-17,10-21,21-19. 


• • • 
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TV PICKS 


India v South Africa: 2nd 

Test, 1st day, Star Sports 1 (SD 
& HD), 9.30 a.m. 

PKL: Star Sports 1 & 2 (SD & 
HD), 7.30 p.m. 

Euro Qualifiers: Sony Ten 2 
(SD& HD), 7.30 p.m. 

India beats 
Nepal 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

THIMPHU 

India beat Nepal 4-1 to start 
its campaign on a positive 
note in the SAFF U-15 wo¬ 
men’s football champion¬ 
ship on Wednesday. 

The result: India 4 (Sumati 
Kumari 7, Lynda Korn Serto 
38, 56, Priyanka Sujeesh 66) 
bt Nepal 1 (Man Maya Damai 
62). 


Nirmala 
stripped of 
Asian titles 

PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

MONACO 

Indian sprinter Nirmala 
Sheoran has been 
stripped off her two 
Asian championships 
gold medals and 
banned for four years 
by the Athletics 
Integrity Unit (AIU). 

The AIU came out 
with the order to ban 
Nirmala on October 7 
for testing positive for 
steroids drostanolone 
and metenolone at a 
competition back home 
in June 2018. 


A good day 
for Railways 

SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Kabir Kanzarkar and Soni- 
ca Sai of Railways beat Ben- 
net Antony and D. Sudha 
Kalyani of Comptroller and 
Auditor General 21-16, 19- 
21, 21-18 for the mixed dou¬ 
bles title in the Central 
Zone badminton cham¬ 
pionship at the Karnail 
Singh Stadium here on 
Wednesday. 

The results: Men: Semifinals: 

Neeraj Vasisth bt Jaswinder 
Singh 21-17, 21-18; Abhima- 
nyu Singh bt Gaurav Parmar 
21-19,12-21,21-18. 

Doubles: Final: Himanshu Sa- 
roha & Tushar Sharma bt 
Akshay Raut & Chaitanya Red¬ 
dy 23-21,21-17. 

Women: Semifinals: Sai Utte- 
jitha Rao bt Saili Rane 21-15, 
23-21. 

Doubles: Final: Anura Prabhu 
Desai & Riya Mukherjee bt 
Barma Meena & Karma Meena 
21-10, 21-13. 

Mixed doubles: Final: Kabir 
Kanzarkar & Sonica Sai bt 
Bennet Antony & D. Sudha 
Kalyani 21-16,19-21,21-18. 

Amit stars 
for Modern 


new delhi: Amit top-scored 
with 11 points to guide 
Modern School (Barak- 
hamba Road) to a 46-33 vic¬ 
tory over Blue Bells School 
in a league match of the se¬ 
nior boys’ section in the 
30th Hansraj Prabhakar in¬ 
ter-school basketball 
tournament. 

The results: 

Senior boys: Montfort School 
47 (Samyak 14) bt Oxford 
School 17; Modern School 
(Barakhamba Road) 46 (Amit 
11) bt Blue Bells School 33 
(Oasis 10); Bal Bharati School 
57 (Alpansh 23, Tungeshwar 
14) bt ITL Public School 
(Dwarka) 42 (Moksh 12). 
Junior boys: Oxford School 
29 (Aadil 10) bt Brain Interna¬ 
tional 14; Montfort 32 (Sahil 
10) bt Venkateshwar 5; SD 
Public School 32 (Anshuman 
16) bt Modern School (Barak¬ 
hamba Road) 29 (Yash 10). 

Ajmal Khan 
CC in final 

new delhi: Ajmal Khan CC 
entered the final of the 12th 
Pelicans (under-16) cricket 
tournament with a four- 
wicket win over RRG. 

The scores: RRG 181 for seven 
in 35 overs (Shreshth Yadav 
56, Rahul 34 n.o., Lakshay 
Goel 30) lost to Ajmal Khan 
CC 185 for six in 34.2 overs 
(Harshit Kumar 62 n.o., Aryan 
Kumar 34 n.o.). 



Akash puts it past Ankush 

Vinod Tanwar pips Sonu Dhull in closely fought duel 


Jamuna, 
Lovlina 
in quarters 


NATL BOXING 

moving in and out, but got a Krushanvir Singh (D&D) RSC- 
few on his face. Though he R3; 52kg: Ashish Insha (RSPB) 


WORLD BOXING 


Y.B. S ARANGI 

BADDI (HP) 

Akash Sangwan stunned An¬ 
kush Dahiya 3-2 to advance 
to the 63kg final of the Na¬ 
tional boxing champion¬ 
ships, at the Baddi University 
of Emerging Sciences and 
Technology, on Wednesday. 

In a thrilling semifinal 
bout. Services’ Akash rode 
on his raw power to get past 
Dahiya, a silver medallist in 
60kg last year, and set up a 
title clash with World Cham¬ 
pionships bronze medallist 
Shiva Thapa. Southpaw 
Akash grabbed early advan¬ 
tage by landing some hard 
punches on Ankush and 
dominating the first round. 

Ankush, a Railways boxer 
with good all-round game, 
reworked his strategy to de¬ 
liver some body shots while 


improved his foot work and 
tackled Akash better in the fi¬ 
nal round, it was not enough. 

Railways lodged a protest 
against the decision but it 
was rejected following the 
due procedure. 

Vinod Tanwar of Services 
pipped Sonu Dhull of Rail¬ 
ways 3-2 in a closely-fought 
49kg duel. 

Getting carried away 

Sonu, a technically-sound 
pugilist, got carried away in 
the opening round and re¬ 
ceived some lusty punches 
from Vinod. Dhull recovered 
by landing some clear shots 
from a distance, but could 
not do enough to stop the 
compact and quick-punch¬ 
ing Vinod. 

Other results (semifinals): 
49kg: Ajay Pendor (Mah) bt 


bt Manjeet Shaw (Ben) 4-1; P.L. 
Prasad (SSCB) bt Sparash Kumar 
(Pun) 5-0; 57kg: Mohd. Hussa- 
muddin (SSCB) bt Roshan Sain 
(Raj) 5-0; Sachin Siwach (RSPB) 
bt Sagar Chand (Pun) 5-0; 
60kg: Varinder Singh (RSPB) bt 
Vijay Kumar (Pun) 5-0; V. Durga 
Rao (SSCB) w/o Jitender Thakur 
(HP). 

63kg: Shiva Thapa (Asm) bt 
Abhishek Yadav (UP) 5-0; 69kg: 
Naveen Boora (SSCB) bt Amit 
Kumar (D&D) 5-0; Jayesh Desai 
(Guj) bt Parmod Kumar (AIP) 
3-2; 75kg: Ankit Khatana (Har) 
bt Pankaj Chauhan (Chd) 5-0; 
Rohit Tokas (RSPB) bt Rohit 
(AIP) 5-0; 81kg: Arshdeep 
Singh (Pun) bt Saurabh Lenekar 
(Mah) 5-0; Sachin Kumar 
(SSCB) bt Rahul (Del) 5-0; 
91kg: Naman Tanwar (RSPB) bt 
Kapil Pokhariya (Utk) 5-0; 
+91kg: Narender (SSCB) bt Na¬ 
veen (Har) 5-0; Krishna Sharma 
(AIP) bt Ankit (Del) 5-0. 



Going through: Akash Sangwan, right, had the measure of Ankush Dahiya in the 63kg 
semifinal, ■akhilesh kumar 


PRES S TRUST OF INDIA 

ULAN-UDE (RUSSIA) 

Last edition’s bronze-win¬ 
ner Lovlina Borgohain 
(69kg) and debutante Ja¬ 
muna Boro (54kg) marched 
into the quarterfinals of the 
World women’s boxing 
championships with com¬ 
prehensive victories in the 
pre-quarterfinals on 
Wednesday. 

Jamuna outpunched 
fifth-seeded Algerian Oui- 
dad Sfouh in a unanimous 
verdict, while third-seeded 
Lovlina got the better of 
Morocco’s Oumayma Bel 
Ahbib with a similar 5-0 
win. In the quarterfinals on 
Thursday, Jamuna will take 
on Germany’s Ursula Got¬ 
tlob, while Lovlina is up 
against sixth-seeded Karo¬ 
lina Koszewska. 


Dhruv Tangri and Udit Gogoi advance 
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Through: Dhruv Tangri beat Manas Dhamne in straight sets. 


■ SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


RACING 

My Opinion well 
prepped for repeat 


SPECI AL CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI 

Third seed Dhruv Tangri was 
bothered by a bout of cough, 
but that did not stop him 
from holding sway over the 
talented Manas Dhamne for 
a 6-3, 6-4 victory in the pre¬ 
quarterfinals of the Fenesta 
National sub-junior tennis 
championship at the DLTA 
Complex on Wednesday. 

Second seed Udit Gogoi 
saw off a challenge from 
Agriya Yadav who had re¬ 
cently won the Asian un- 
der-14 grade-A champion¬ 
ship at the same venue. 

In the girls’ under-16 
event, fourth seed Renee 
Singh recovered from losing 


KAME SH SRINIVASAN 

NEW DELHI 

Winning the national tennis 
championship does not gua¬ 
rantee anything, except that 
it can give you a lot of self-be¬ 
lief to propel you forward in 
the professional circuit. 

The wiry Niki Poonacha, 
who stands at 6’3” and 
weighs 85kg in his athletic 
frame says he actually rode 
on self-belief in becoming 
the national champion. 

“It was a dream for me. 
Most of India’s star players 
have won it. To be in that list 
is very motivating and inspir¬ 
ing for me,” said Niki, who is 
coached by M. Balachandran 
and Sujith Sachidanand at 
the Rohan Bopanna Acade¬ 
my in Bengaluru. 

“Rohan is the best mentor 
I can have. One thing he al¬ 
ways asks me when we meet 


the first set to beat Pavitra 
Parikh. 

Pari Singh was fluent in 
reaching the quarterfinals of 



Niki Poonacha. 

■SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 


is to believe in myself. I start¬ 
ed to believe in myself a lot 
more in recent times. I 
wasn’t at my best from start 


both the under-16 and un- 
der-14 events. 

The results (pre-quarterfinals): 
Boys: Under-16: Yuvan Nandal 


of the Fenesta National 
championship. I had physi¬ 
cal issues. Then, I wasn’t 
feeling good about my shots. 
I made a lot of errors. But, I 
was running on self belief, 
more than anything else, 
and that was what got me the 
title,” said Niki. 

Athlete parents 

Growing up with athletes for 
parents - his father, Kaliyan- 
da Bopaiah Poonacha, was a 
decathlete who represented 
the country, and his mother 
S. Veena was a basketball 
player - sports played a big 
part in Niki’s life. 

After high school, he 
joined the SRM University 
for two years and dropped 
out. There was scope to go to 
the US for collegiate tennis, 
but he chose to be at home. 

Once the family spent a 


bt Dhanya Shah 2-6, 6-2, 6-3; 
Sam Chawla bt Aayush Bhat 

6- 3, 6-4; Karan Singh bt Bushan 
Haobam 4-6, 6-4, 6-4; Nithilan 
Eric bt Deep Munim 6-4, 3-6, 

7- 5; Heerak Vora bt Yashraj Dal- 
vi 6-3, 6-1; Dhruv Tangri bt Ma¬ 
nas Dhamne 6-3, 6-4; Ananth 
Muni bt Denim Yadav bt Ananth 
Muni 7-6(3), 7-6(3); Udit Gogoi 
bt Agriya Yadav 6-3, 6-4. 
Under-14: Agriya Yadav bt 
Daksh Prasad 6-1, 6-2; Rohan 
Agarwal bt Tarun Korwar 7-6 
(2), 6-2; Manas Dhamne bt 
Aryan Arora 6-4, 6-1; Aditya 
Rathi bt Skandha Rao 4-6, 6-3, 
6-2; Navya Verma bt Vitin Rath- 
ee 7-5, 6-0; Ayushmaan Arjeria 
bt Dhananjay Athreya 6-2, 4-6, 
6-2; Aayush Bhat bt R.S. Rethin 
6-2, 6-0; Arunava Majumder bt 
Shafaat Asghar 7-5, 6-1. 

Girls: Under-16: Reshma Maruri 
bt Veda Raju Prapurna 6-1, 6-2; 


considerable about of mo¬ 
ney on training in Spain, Niki 
had to train on his own, with 
the support of his father. 

The challenge for him is to 
stay healthy and find the re¬ 
sources to play about 25 
tournaments a year. 

There is a lot of life in his 
game. Niki is happy about it, 
but not satisfied. 

“I can play a lot better. I 
have seen it now and then, 
but I want it to be regular. I 
never realised that my fore¬ 
hand could be so powerful 
and accurate, until I made a 
few changes. So, there is a lot 
to improve and learn. We are 
working on it,” he said. 

The key to the progress of 
the likes of Niki Poonacha is 
to have a lot of international 
events at home, which used 
to be the case for some 
years. 


Karthika Vijay bt Lakshmi Arun- 
kumar 4-6, 6-2, 6-2; Renee 
Singh bt Pavitra Parikh 4-6, 
6-4, 6-4. 

Radhika Rajesh bt Sweta Sa- 
manta 6-3, 6-1; Kundana Ban- 
daru bt Tanushri Pandey 2-6, 

6- 2, 6-1; Pari Singh bt Suhitha 
Maruri 6-3, 6-2; Vaishnavi Ad- 
kar bt Sanvi Ahluwalia 7-5, 6-3; 
Sanjana Sirimalla bt Suryanshi 
Tanwar 6-0, 6-1. 

Under-14: Pari Singh bt Chaha- 
na Budhbhatti 6-2, 6-0; Nandi- 
ni Dixit bt Niyati Kukreti 6-1, 

7- 5; Pavitra Parikh bt Chandni 
Srinivasan 6-2, 6-3; Sweta Sa- 
manta bt Shravani Khawale 6-4, 
7-6(5). 

Ruma Gaikaiwari bt SR Ana- 
nya 6-3, 6-4; Madhurima Sa- 
want bt Shimreen Ahamed 6-1, 
6-2; Kundana Bandaru bt Pari 
Chavan 6-3, 6-3; Shruti Ahlawat 
bt Hannah Nagpal 6-4, 6-4. 


Neeraj 

pulls out 

UTHR A GANESAN 

NEW DELHI 

Neeraj Chopra has 
withdrawn from the 59th 
National Open athletics 
beginning in Ranchi on 
Thursday after being 
advised to ‘go slow’ by the 
federation. 

The AFI had initially 
allowed him to participate 
on Tuesday with Neeraj 
wanting to test himself in 
competition before the 
season ended. 

“This is a collective 
decision by the national 
coaches and federation 
officials. We don’t think he 
is competition ready,” AFI 
chief Adille Sumariwalla 
told The Hindu. 


MYSURU: My Opinion, who is in 
fine fettle, may score an encore 
in the Governor’s Cup (2,000m), 
the feature event of the races to 
be held here on Thursday (Oct. 
10). False rails (width about 5m 
from 1,600m to the winning 
post) will be in position. 

1 J. TYRRELL MEMORIAL PLATE 
(Div. II), (1,400m), rated 20 to 
45, 2-00 pm: 1. Scarlet Princess 
(12) I. Chisty 60, 2. Power Of 
Shambhala (1) M. Naveen 59.5, 3. 
Birthday Babe (5) Shiva Kumar 
58, 4. Jan Zizlca (2) John 57.5, 5. 
Desert Angel (4) T.S. Jodha 57, 6. 
Aerospeed (7) Nazerul 56.5, 7. 
Princeazeem (3) S. Shareef 56.5, 
8. Incredible Star (9) Sai Kumar 
56, 9. Moonstruck (11) ICiran Rai 
56,10. Duxton (10) Darshan 55.5, 
11. Safe Bet (8) K. Raghu 55 and 
12. Princess Pride (6) Jagadeesh 
54. 

1. JAN ZIZKA, 

2. PRINCESS PRIDE, 

3. DUXTON 

2 BELUR PLATE (DIV. Il), 
(1,200m), rated 40 to 65, 4- 
y-o & over, 2-30:1. Dream Star (6) 
Md. Akram 60, 2. His Eminence 
(9) N. Jodha 60, 3. Tokyo Rose (1) 
Chetan G 60, 4. Clovis (3) Md. 
Mushraf 59.5, 5. Spanish Beauty 
(5) John 59, 6. Kvasir (10) Darshan 

58.5, 7. Glittering Gold (8) S. 
Shareef 57.5, 8. Lucky Pineapple 
(7) Shivnath P 57.5, 9. Unimagin¬ 
able (4) I. Chisty 57.5 and 10. 
Princess Holly (2) IC. Raghu 56. 

1. SPANISH BEAUTY, 

2. KVASIR, 

3. TOKYO ROSE 

3 MAJ. SARDAR L. MA- 
HADEVAIAH MEMORIAL 

trophy (1,400m), rated 40 to 65, 
3-00: 1. Haloween’s Way (4) H. 
Rahul 62, 2. El Tycoon (8) J. 
Paswan 58.5, 3. March To Victory 
(9) Altaf Hussain 58, 4. Bra- 
bourne (1) ICiran Rai 56.5, 5. As¬ 
cendency (2) Janardhan P 55.5, 6. 
Ewandor (6) Rajesh IC 55.5, 7. 
Reanna (7) Srinath 55.5, 8. Thea’s 
Gift (3) H.M. Akshay 55 and 9. Vi- 
jaya Arjun (5) C. Umesh 50.5. 

1. VIJAYA ARJUN, 

2. REANNA, 

3. HALOWEEN’S WAY 

4 SARDAR K.B. RAMACHANDRA- 
RAJ URS MEMORIAL TROPHY 
(1,200m), rated 60 & above, 3-30: 
1. Haedi’s Folly (7) A. Vishwanath 


60, 2. Air Command (5) John 

58.5, 3. Gran Paradiso (4) Srinath 

58.5, 4. Side Winder (3) Chetan G 
57, 5. Eternalinspiration (-) (-) 56, 

6. Good Earth (6) ICiran Rai 55, 7. 
Noahs Ark (2) Darshan 54.5 and 
8. Navelrock (1) Rajesh IC 53. 

1. AIR COMMAND, 

2. GOOD EARTH, 

3. NOAHS ARK 

GOVERNOR’S CUP (2,000m), 

4-y-o & over, (Terms), 4-00:1. 

My Opinion (2) A. Imran 60, 2. 
Psychic Force (3) Zervan 60, 3. 
ICambaku (1) Srinath 57.5, 4. 
Grand Tenton (4) C. Umesh 56 
and 5. Steinlight (5) T.S. Jodha 56. 

1. MY OPINION, 

2. PSYCHIC FORCE 

6 J. TYRRELL MEMORIAL 
PLATE (DIV. I), (1,400m), 
rated 20 to 45, 4-30: 1. Black 
Whizz (6) T.S. Jodha 60, 2. Foto- 
genic (5) Chetan G 59.5, 3. Pink 
Smile (10) John 59, 4. Raj veer (7) 

M. Prabhakaran 57.5, 5. Incitatus 
(11) Vaibhav 57, 6. Ispelldanger- 
toall (8) Janardhan P 56, 7. Naval 
Wrestler (9) N. Jodha 56, 8. 
Breaking News (2) Gautam Raj 

55.5, 9. Soviet Union (12) Rajesh IC 

55.5, 10. Abhinandan (4) C. —k 
Umesh 55, 11. Demesthenes (3) 

Sai Kumar 55 and 12. Intrepid 
Warrior (1) I. Chisty 55. 

1. BLACK WHIZZ, 

2. PINK SMILE, 

3. RAJVEER 

7 BELUR PLATE (DIV. i), 
(1,200m), rated 40 to 65, 4- 
y-o & over, 5-00:1. Mint (6) Altaf 
Hussain 62, 2. Swiss Pearl (2) IC. 
Raghu 60.5, 3. Royal Command 
(9) S. Shareef 58.5, 4. Sun Power 
(10) Chetan G 58.5, 5. Deimus (5) 

Shiva Kumar 57.5, 6. Angels Kiss 
(4) Antony 56, 7. Harley Quinn (7) 
Janardhan P 56, 8. Trevelyan (1) 

Sai ICiran 56, 9. Lion (8) H. Rahul 
55.5 and 10. Colonel Harty (3) 
Rajesh IC 55. 

1. COLONEL HARTY, 

2. SUN POWER, 

3. ANGELS KISS 

Day’s best: my opinion 
Double: AIR COMMAND - COL¬ 
ONEL HARTY 
Jkt: 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7. 

Tr (i): 2, 3 and 4; (ii): 5, 6 and 7. 


Poonacha looks ahead with confidence 


Nagal loses in second round 


Huge participation for Delhi half-marathon 


INDIANS ABROAD 


SPOR TS BUREAU 

SANTO DOMINGO 

Davis Cupper Sumit Nagal’s 
fine run on clay came to an 
end as he retired in the third 
set of his second round 
match against Alejandro Ta- 
bilo of Chile in the $162,480 
Challenger. 

The scoreline read 6-7(5), 
6 - 0 , 2 - 0 . 

In the Challenger in 
France, Ramkumar Rama- 


nathan was beaten 6-4, 6-2 
by Dennis Novak of Austria 
in the second round. 

Other results: 

$25,000 ITF men, Lagos, Nige¬ 
ria: Singles (first round): Jatin 
Dahiya bt Abayomi Oluseyi Phi¬ 
lips (Ngr) 6-4, 6-2; Aziz Ouakaa 
(Tun) bt Tushar Madan 6-3, 
6-4; Yash Chaurasia bt Mukhtar 
Andu (GBR) 6-4, 6-4. 

$25,000 ITF men, Tay Ninh, 
Vietnam: Singles (first round): 
Manish Sureshkumar bt Pavel 
Shchya-Zubrov (Rus) 6-1, 6-3. 
$25,000 ITF women, Lagos, 


Nigeria: Singles (first round): 

Sowjanya Bavisetti bt Adesuwa 
Osabuohien (US) 7-5, 6-2; Lau¬ 
ra Pigossi (Bra) bt Saumya Vig 
6-0, 6-2; Sathwika Sama bt Di¬ 
vine Dasam Nweke (Den) 6-2, 
6-2; Rutuja Bhosale bt Jasmin 
Jebawy (Ger) 6-0, 6-0; Riya 
Bhatia bt Ozi-oiza Josephine 
Yakubu (Ngr) 6-0, 6-0; Sandra 
Samir (Egy) bt Sri Vaishnavi 
Peddi Reddy 6-2, 6-3. 

$15,000 ITF women, Tabarka, 
Tunisia: Singles (first round): 

Gala Squarcialupi (Ita) bt Jen¬ 
nifer Luikham 4-6, 7-5, 6-3. 


ANANT ICAUR 
NEW DELHI 

The preparations are in full 
swing for the 15th edition of 
the Airtel Delhi Half Marath¬ 
on on October 20. Procam 
International said on Wed¬ 
nesday that the numbers 
have reached an all time 
high with 40,633 partici¬ 
pants. This year the increase 
is by 11 % following an addi¬ 
tional 13,115 participants. 

The men’s line up will be 
led by the 2011 and 2014 win¬ 


ner, Suresh Kumar Patel. 
The winner of the Tata Con¬ 
sultancy Services (TCS) 
World 10 km in 2011, 2013, 
2015 and 2018 has a personal 
best timing of 1:04:38 in 21 
km distance run. Anish Tha¬ 
pa Magar, who won the Kath¬ 
mandu half marathon re¬ 
cently, is a fierce competitor 
to watch out in the Indian 
Elite challenge. The 2019 
Asian Athletic Champion¬ 
ship bronze medalist Murali 
Kumar Gavit will be strong 


challenger along with Shan- 
karman Thapa. 

In the Indian Elite Wo¬ 
men’s category, L. Suriya, 
the winner two years ago, 
and national steeplechase 
record holder, Sudha Singh, 
will lead the challenge. Suri¬ 
ya set a course record with a 
timing of 70.31 in 2017 and 
Sudha Singh is a former 
champion having won in 
2012. Parul Chaudhary, run¬ 
ner-up last year, will draw 
from her past experiences to 


go one step further. Interest¬ 
ingly, champions with dis¬ 
ability will have 573 indivi¬ 
duals showing their courage 
and determination. The se¬ 
nior citizen run has also re¬ 
ceived 1430 registrations. 
There are 16,963 runners 
taking part in the Great Delhi 
Run. 

Andamlak Belihu and Tse- 
hay Gemechu from Ethiopia 
are the defending cham¬ 
pions. This edition offers a 
prize money of $275,000. 


Vijay Hazare Trophy scores 


Group B (Vadodara): Baroda 
222/8 in 50 overs (Aditya 
Waghmode 34, Vishnu Solanki 
54, Swapnil Singh 37, Yusuf 
Pathan 43, Siddarth Kaul 
4/58) lost to Punjab 223/7 
in 49.5 overs (Abhishek 
Sharma 38, Sharad Lumba 33, 
Gurkeerat Singh 39, Anmol 
Malhotra 39, Karan Kaila 35 
n.o., Rishi Arothe 3/47) 

Group C (Jaipur): Railways 
200/9 in 50 overs (Pratham 
Singh 43, Manish Rao 55, B. 
Aparajith 4/30) lost to Tamil 
Nadu 203/2 in 44.1 overs 
(B. Aparajith 111 n.o., Vijay 
Shankar 72 n.o.) 

■ Tripura 224 in 49 overs 
(Tanmay Mishra 72, Milind 
Kumar 43, Manisankar Muras- 
ingh 30) lost to Bengal 227/5 
in 47.1 overs (Abhimanyu 
Easwaran 34, Manoj Tiwary 
85, Agniv Pan 57) 

■ Rajasthan 239/8 in 50 overs 


(Chetan Bist 71, Arjit Gupta 
32, Aditya Garhwal 91, Diwesh 
Pathania 3/28) bt Services 191 
in 44 overs (Mohit Ahlwat 49, 
Nakul Sharma 42, Shubham 
Sharma 3/40, Rahul 
Chahar 4/56) 


THURSDAY'S MATCHES 
(9 A.M START) 

ELITE: Group A 
(Bengaluru): Andhra v 
Hyderabad, Chhattisgarh 
v Jharkhand, Karnataka v 
Mumbai 

Group B (Vadodara): 

Baroda v Maharashtra, Delhi 
v Odisha, Haryana v Himachal 
Pradesh 

Group C (Jaipur): Bengal v Bi¬ 
har, Gujarat v Services, Jammu 
& Kashmir v Madhya Pradesh 

PLATE (Dehradun): 

Arunachal Pradesh v 
Puducherry, Assam v Sikkim, 
Chandigarh v Mizoram 




Abinandhan continues to scintillate in under-14 section 


YOUTH CHESS 


RAKE SH RAO 

MUMBAI 

Little-known R. Abinandhan 
is busy making a mockery of 
international rating. Owing 
to a modest rating of1830, he 
started his campaign in the 
under-14 section of the 
World Youth chess cham¬ 
pionship here in the 55th 
place. With three rounds to 
go, Abinandhan is the sur¬ 
prise leader with seven 
points. 

Conqueror of two Russian 
contenders, seeded second 
and fourth, Abinandhan 
completed a hat-trick on 
wins after accounting for fel¬ 
low overnight leader L.R. Sri- 
hari, the 12th seed with a rat¬ 



ing of 2283. Having already 
gained 211 rating points from 
the first seven rounds, Abi¬ 
nandhan has a rating-perfor¬ 
mance of over 2550! 

With Azerbaijan’s Aydin 
Suleymanli, the other leader, 
held on the second board, 
Abinandhan established a 
half-point lead. 

In the under-18 section, R. 
Praggnanandhaa (6.5) over¬ 
powered fellow Grandmas¬ 
ter P. Iniyan to join Iranian 
Aryan Gholami in the lead at 
6.5 points. In fact, Mitrabha 
Guha helped Praggnanand- 
haa’s cause by holding Gho¬ 
lami. Important eighth-round 
results: Boys: U-18: Aryan Gho¬ 
lami (Iri, 6.5) drew with Mitrab¬ 
ha Guha (6); R. Praggnanand¬ 
haa (6.5) bt P. Iniyan (5); 



George Stoleriu (Rou, 5) lost to 
Shant Sargsyan (Arm. 6); Victor 
Gazik (Svk, 5.5) drew with Artur 
Davtyan (Arm, 5.5); Felix Bloh- 
berger (Aut, 5.5) drew with Ad¬ 
itya Mittal (5.5). U-16: Miguel 
Angel Soto (Col, 5.5) lost to 
Hans Moke Niemann (USA, 7); 
Rudik Makarian (Rus, 6.5) bt 
Olexiy Bilych (Ukr, 5.5); Ghari- 
byan Mamikon (Arm, 5.5) drew 
with Aronyak Ghosh (6); Stefan 
Pogosyan (Rus, 5.5) drew with 
Raja Rithvik (5.5); Moksh Doshi 
(5) lost to Kushagra Mohan (6). 
U-14: L.R. Srihari (6) lost to R. 
Abinandhan (7); Marc Morgu¬ 
nov (Aut, 6) drew with Aydin 
Suleymanli (Aze, 6.5); M. 
Sreeshwan (6) drew with Vo 
Pham Thien Phuc (Vie, 6); Pra- 
nav Anand (5.5) drew with Filip 
Luczak (Pol, 5.5); Rodri Floris 
(Per, 5) lost to Jeet Shah (6). 
Girls: U-18: Vantika Agarwal (6) 


drew with Polina Shuvalova 
(Rus, 6.5); Anna Afonasieva 
(Rus, 5.5) drew with Lara 
Schulze (Ger, 6); Yan Tianqi 
(Chn, 6) bt Alicja Sliwicka (Pol, 
5); V. Toshali (5) drew with A. 
Harshini (5). 

U-16: Nazerke Nurgali (Kaz, 7) 
bt Alessia-Mihaela Ciolacu 
(Rou, 5.5); Govhar Beydullaye- 
va (Aze, 5) lost to Leya Garifulli¬ 
na (Rus, 7); Anousha Mahdian 
(Iri, 6.5) bt Mrudul Dehankar 

(5) ; Viktoriya Loskutova (Rus, 
5.5) drew with B. Mounika 
Akshaya (5.5); Svitlana Dem¬ 
chenko (Can, 5) lost to Saina Sa¬ 
lonika (6). U-14: Rakshitta Ravi 
(6.5) drew with Ekaterina Nasy- 
rova (Rus, 6.5); Astghik Kako- 
byan (Arm, 6) drew with Eline 
Roebers (Ned, 6.5); V. Sarayu 

(6) bt Divya Deshmukh (5.5). 
Bat-Erdene Mungunzul(Mgl, 6) 
bt Dhyana Patel (5). 



R. Abhinandan. 
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Climate protesters may 
'occupy' London airport 

LONDON 

Climate protesters from 
Extinction Rebellion vowed 
on Wednesday to "occupy 
and shut down" London City 
Airport. The protesters said 
the "Hong Kong style" 
occupation of London City 
Airport will start on 
Thursday, afp 



Physically fit people have 
healthier brains: study 

NEW YORK 

Physically fit young adults 
have healthier white matter in 
their brains and better 
thinking skills than young 
people who are out of shape, 
according to a new study on 
the links between fitness and 
brain health. The findings 
were published in Scientific 
Reports, ny times 



Russia bestows medal 
on U.S. astronaut 


MOSCOW 

Russia has decorated NASA 
astronaut Nick Hague, who 
survived an aborted space 
launch last year, with one of 
its highest honours, the Order 
of Courage. The decree 
praised him for his "courage 
and high professionalism" 
during life-threatening 
conditions, afp 



Nearly extinct songbird 
now off endangered list 

WASHINGTON 

The Kirtland's warbler is 
being removed from the U.S. 
endangered species list after 
a successful battle to save it 
from extinction, the country's 
Fish and Wildlife Service said. 
Habitat preservation 
measures will continue, ap 


Johnson & Johnson ordered 
to pay $8 bn in U.S. lawsuit 

Pharmaceutical giant sued over a drug’s side effect 


Ten years after ‘crash’ mission, 
NASA thirsts for lunar water 

The race is on to colonise the moon as a staging ground for journeys to Mars 



Dig deep: An illustration of NASA's LCROSS and booster rocket 
crashing on the moon 10 years ago. ■ reuters/nasa 


REUT ERS 

WASHINGTON 

A decade after NASA sent a 
rocket crashing into the 
moon’s south pole, spewing 
a plume of debris that re¬ 
vealed vast reserves of ice 
beneath the barren lunar 
surface, the space agency is 
racing to pick up where its 
little-remembered project 
left off. 

The so-called LCROSS (Lu¬ 
nar CRater Observation and 
Sensing Satellite) mission 
was carried out 10 years ago 
in a complex orbital dance of 
two “suicide” spacecraft and 
one mapping satellite. It 
proved a milestone in the 
discovery of a natural lunar 
resource that could be key to 
NASA’s plans for renewed 
human exploration of the 
moon and ultimately visits to 
Mars and beyond. 

The agency now has the 
chance to follow up on the 
pioneering mission, after 
U.S. Vice-President Mike 
Pence in March ordered NA¬ 
SA to land humans on the lu¬ 
nar surface by 2024, acceler¬ 
ating a goal to colonise the 
moon as a staging ground for 


eventual missions to Mars. 

NASA chief Jim Briden- 
stine says the moon holds 
billions of tons of water ice, 
although the exact amount 
and whether it’s present in 
large chunks of ice or com¬ 
bined with the lunar soil re¬ 
mains unknown. To find out, 
NASA is working with a 
handful of companies to put 
rovers on the lunar surface 
by 2022. 

“We need next to get on 


the surface with a rover to 
prospect for water, drill into 
it, and determine how suita¬ 
ble it is for extraction,” said 
Jack Burns, director of the 
Network for Exploration and 
Space Science at the Univer¬ 
sity of Colorado. 

Instead of launching ex¬ 
pensive fuel loads from 
Earth, scientists say the lu¬ 
nar water could be extracted 
and broken down into its 
two main components, hy¬ 


drogen and oxygen, poten¬ 
tially turning the moon into 
a fuel arsenal for missions to 
deeper parts of the solar sys¬ 
tem. 

Weeks before the LCROSS 
impact booster struck the 
moon’s south pole, the mis¬ 
sion’s development timeline 
“was a bad rush to the finish 
line,” said Tony Colaprete, 
principal investigator for 
LCROSS. 

“We wanted to make as 
large of a hole as possible to 
get as much materials out of 
the shadows and into the 
sunlight,” Mr. Colaprete said, 
describing an unusually fast- 
paced program using tech¬ 
nology that had never been 
used in space before. 

Engineers and mission 
leaders used the business 
phrase “open kimono” 
about disclosing company 
information to characterise 
the programme’s breakneck 
development speed and the 
need for clear and open lines 
of communication between 
contractors and NASA. 

“That almost became a 
mantra for the project,” Mr. 
Colaprete said. 


MIHIR ZAVERI 
KATIE THOMAS 

PHILADELPHIA 

A Philadelphia jury on Tues¬ 
day hit Johnson & Johnson 
with an $8 billion verdict ov¬ 
er its marketing of the anti¬ 
psychotic drug Risperdal, 
siding with a man who ar¬ 
gued that the health care 
giant downplayed risks that 
the drug could lead to breast 
growth in boys. 

The verdict in the Phila¬ 
delphia Court of Common 
Pleas was the first to award 
punitive damages against 
Janssen Pharmaceuticals, a 
Johnson & Johnson subsidi¬ 
ary, said Thomas Kline, a la¬ 
wyer who is part of a legal 
team representing the man 
and more than 10,000 peo¬ 
ple in similar lawsuits. 

Compensatory damages 
of $680,000 were awarded 
in the case in March 2016. 

The plaintiff, Nicholas 
Murray, sued the company 
in 2013. He said that he grew 
breasts - a condition known 
as gynecomastia - after he 
began using Risperdal in 
2003, at age 9, to treat symp¬ 
toms of autism. The lawsuit 
accused Janssen of failing to 



warn doctors about Risper¬ 
dal’s risks while improperly 
marketing it as a treatment 
for certain mental health 
disorders in children. 

“This jury resoundingly 
told Johnson & Johnson that 
its actions were deliberate 
and malicious,” Mr. Murray’s 
lawyers, Mr. Kline and Jason 
Itkin, said in a statement on 
Tuesday. “The conduct that 
the jury saw in the cour¬ 
troom was clear and con¬ 
vincing that J&J disregarded 
the safety of the most vul¬ 
nerable of children. This is 
an important moment, not 
only for this litigation, but 
for J&J, which is a company 
that has lost its way.” 

It is not unusual for such 
massive verdicts to be re¬ 
duced. 

Johnson & Johnson said in 


a statement that the verdict 
stood in “stark contrast” to 
the amount for compensato¬ 
ry damages and that the 
company would be “imme¬ 
diately moving to set aside 
this excessive and unfound¬ 
ed verdict”. 

Company to appeal 

“The jury did not hear evi¬ 
dence as to how the label for 
Risperdal clearly and appro¬ 
priately outlined the risks as¬ 
sociated with the medicine, 
or the benefits Risperdal 
provides to patients with se¬ 
rious mental illness,” the 
company said in the state¬ 
ment. “Further, the plain¬ 
tiff’s attorneys failed to pre¬ 
sent any evidence that the 
plaintiff was actually 
harmed by the alleged 
conduct.” 

Johnson & Johnson 
brought in nearly $82 billion 
in revenue in 2018 for pro¬ 
ducts like prescription 
drugs, medical devices, con¬ 
tact lenses and popular con¬ 
sumer brands like Tylenol, 
Motrin and Band-Aids. It has 
cultivated an image as the 
trusted brand of doctors, 
nurses and parents, ny times 


Teens make app against domestic violence 

Three Albanian girls are working to help people access support networks through technology 



Cool duo: Dea Rrozhani and Jonada Shukarasi. -reuters 


Burger advertisment 
sparks outcry in Belgium 

It shows a man hitting a woman 


REUT ERS 

TIRANA 

Three Albanian 16-year-old 
girls have developed an app 
to help victims of domestic 
violence access support, 
hoping to tackle a huge pro¬ 
blem in Albania, where one 
in two women suffered 
abuse last year, according to 
a survey. 

They will launch their 
app, known as GjejZa, (Find 
your Voice), on Friday, after 
winning an international 
technology competition for 
girls in the United States. 

“Violence against women 
is a huge issue in Albania and 
it also affects us as teenage 
girls because we see the ear¬ 
ly stages of this even in our 
peers, in our friends,” said 
Jonada Shukarasi, one of the 
developers. 

One in two women suffers 
violence in Albania, said Iris 


Luarasi, the head of a nation¬ 
al hotline for abused wo¬ 
men, citing a 2018 survey, 
and 4,000 cases were re¬ 
ported in 2018. 

A new report by the Or¬ 
ganisation for Security and 
Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE) found almost 9 in 10 
women consider violence 


against women to be com¬ 
mon in Albania, and that 
97% of victims of intimate in- 
house violence never report 
it to the police. 

Known as the D3coders, 
the girls - Aria Hoxha, Dea 
Rrozhani and Jonada Shuka¬ 
rasi - learned how to code 
and create applications four 


years ago through an out¬ 
reach programme run by the 
U.S. Embassy in Tirana. 

This year’s competition 
required participants to 
build an app that tackled so¬ 
cial problems, so the girls de¬ 
cided to focus on gender- 
based violence. They worked 
with psychologists and wo¬ 
men’s issues experts. 

“Find your Voice” has be¬ 
come not only our motto, 
but the message we want to 
convey to all Albanian wo¬ 
men,” said Ms. Rrozhani. 

Taking action 

“GjejZa helps women fight 
gender-based violence in 
three easy steps by identify¬ 
ing the problem, empower¬ 
ing the user and enabling 
them to take action,” she 
said. Users answer a series of 
questions which helps them 
identify if they are victims of 


domestic violence, and the 
app offers them testimonies 
from women who have es¬ 
caped abuse and encourage¬ 
ment to report it. 

The scope of the app is 
huge - it provides breathing 
exercises to help women, 
connects them to state offi¬ 
cials in every town who can 
help them secure restraining 
orders and access benefits. It 
also advises on employment 
opportunities and shelters. 

Women can download the 
app, and get in touch with 
the police and support 
groups by phone or instant 
messaging. 

Tara Chklovski, founder 
and chief executive of Tech- 
novation, said the judges felt 
the girls had “addressed the 
difficult topic of abuse brave¬ 
ly and thoughtfully from the 
research to product 
development”. 


AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE 

BRUSSELS 

Belgium’s advertising regu¬ 
lator said on Wednesday 
that it has received hun¬ 
dreds of complaints over a 
viral hamburger advertise¬ 
ment showing a comic-book 
version of a man punching a 
woman for handing him the 
wrong sandwich. 

Consumers and politi¬ 
cians called the online ad¬ 
vertisement “sickening” 
and “irresponsible”, saying 
it went directly against pu¬ 
blic campaigns denouncing 
domestic violence. 

The advertisement, pu¬ 
blished on Facebook, aimed 
to publicise a Belgian ham¬ 
burger brand, Bicky Burger. 

Its cartoon style bor¬ 
rowed from 1950s and 1960s 
American pop-art. 

The Bicky Burger adver- 



The Bicky burger ad that 
went viral on social media. 


tisement depicts a man in a 
suit swinging his fist to vio¬ 
lently hit a woman carrying 
a fast-food container as he 
exclaims: “Seriously, a fake 
Bicky?” 

Dutch food company, Izi- 
co, which commissioned 
the advertisement has been 
asked for its response and 
may face action. 


Scientists observing octopuses 
wonder if cephalopods dream 

New nature documentary analyses sleep behaviour 


ELIZABETH PRESTON 


Heidi the octopus is sleep¬ 
ing. Her body is still, eight 
arms tucked neatly away. 
But her skin is restless. She 
turns from ghostly white to 
yellow, flashes deep red, 
then goes mottled green and 
bumpy like plant life. Her 
muscles clench and relax, 
sending a tendril of arm 
loose. 

It is all on a video clip 
from a PBS documentary tit¬ 
led Nature. 

From the outside, the ce- 
phalopod looks like a person 
twitching and muttering 
during a dream, or like a 
napping dog chasing 
dream-squirrels. 

“If she is dreaming, this is 
a dramatic moment,” David 
Scheel, an octopus research¬ 
er at Alaska Pacific Universi¬ 
ty, said in the documentary. 
Heidi was living in a tank in 
his living room when her 
snooze was captured by the 
film crew, and he speculates 
that she is imagining catch¬ 
ing and eating a crab. 

But an octopus is almost 
nothing like a person. So 
how much can anyone really 
say with accuracy about 
what Heidi was doing? 

When the two branches 
of the animal family tree di¬ 
verged, backbones hadn’t 
been factored in. Yet, octo¬ 
puses, cuttlefish and squid, 
on their own evolutionary 
path, have impressive intelli¬ 
gence. They came up with 
their own way to build big 




A striped Pacific octopus. 


brains. Much of an octopus’ 
brain is spread throughout 
its body, especially its arms. 

Looking at a behaviour 
like Heidi’s is “a bit like going 
to a crime scene”, said Nico¬ 
la Clayton, a psychologist at 
the University of Cambridge 
who studies comparative 
cognition. “You’ve got some 
evidence in front of you, but 
you’d need to know so much 
more to understand better 
what’s causing the 
behaviour.” 

Muscles twitch 

Alex Schnell, a cephalopod 
intelligence researcher in 
Ms. Clayton’s lab, said some 
of her colleagues aren’t al¬ 
ways careful about interpret¬ 
ing behaviours they’ve ob¬ 
served. Simpler 

explanations are more likely 
than complex ones. Heidi’s 
night-time transformations 
could be nothing more than 
the twitching of muscles that 
control her colour-changing 
organs. 

Daniel Margoliash, a neu¬ 
roethologist at the Universi¬ 
ty of Chicago, said the video 
of Heidi is “spectacular”. Re¬ 
search by Mr. Margoliash 
and others has shown that 



many birds go through sleep 
stages including REM, like 
humans and other mammals 
do, rather than just turning 
off at night like a light 
switch. He has also disco¬ 
vered that activity patterns 
in the brains of sleeping 
songbirds match patterns 
that appear during the day 
while they’re singing. 

Scientists can’t ask a song¬ 
bird whether it sees anyth¬ 
ing while it sleeps. “But it’s 
as if the birds are dreaming 
of singing,” he said. 

Evidence suggests that 
sleep stages, and perhaps 
dreaming, evolved multiple 
times in vertebrates, Mr. 
Margoliash said. Why not in 
the squishy cephalopods 
too? He says big, complicat¬ 
ed nervous systems create 
certain problems for their 
owners, no matter what 
those brains look like. The 
brains need to be calmed 
and regulated; experiences 
and memories need to be 
consolidated. Maybe similar 
sleep patterns evolved 
across the animal kingdom 
to solve those problems, Mr. 
Margoliash said. “If that’s 
true, then I expect that 
dreaming in fact exists in 
many animals.” 

In the video of Heidi, Mr. 
Margoliash said that to him, 
“it looked like there was a 
period of time when the 
eyes were clearly moving,” 
as in REM sleep. “Who 
knows! But you can’t ignore 
it,” he added. “You have to 

Study it.” NY TIMES 



No child’s play 
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Clarion call: Environmental activists dressed in anime costumes participate in a rally near Manila, Philippines, on Wednesday, to 
call on the Japanese government to stop funding coal especially to the ASEAN region. The activists are demanding a cut in the 
use of fossil fuels and their demand resonates with the climate action strikes taking place around the world. ■ ap 


Optimism is 
good for the 
heart: study 

NICH OLAS BAKALAR 

WASHINGTON 

Having an optimistic mind¬ 
set may reduce the risk for 
cardiovascular disease and 
early death, a review of stu¬ 
dies has found. 

In previous studies, opti¬ 
mism has been shown to 
be associated with a range 
of favourable physical 
health outcomes. 

This new meta-analysis, 
published in JAMA Net¬ 
work Open, included 15 
studies that measured opti¬ 
mism and pessimism by 
asking the level of agree¬ 
ment with such statements 
as “In uncertain times, I 
usually expect the best”. 

Analysis of the 10 stu¬ 
dies on heart health, which 
pooled data on 2,09,436 
people, found that com¬ 
pared with pessimists, peo¬ 
ple with the most optimis¬ 
tic outlook had a 35% lower 
risk for cardiovascular 
events, ny times 


U.S. couple get jail term over college bribery scandal 


Paid $125,000 to 
rig daughter’s 
exam scores 

ASSO CIATED PRESS 

BOSTON 

A U.S. business executive 
and his wife, a former jour¬ 
nalist, were each sentenced 
to a month in prison on 
Tuesday for paying $125,000 
to rig their daughter’s college 
entrance exams in a scandal 



involving dozens of wealthy 
and sometimes famous pa¬ 
rents. 

Gregory and Marcia Ab¬ 
bott, of New York and Colo¬ 
rado, were sentenced in Bos¬ 
ton’s federal court after 
pleading guilty to a single 
count of fraud and conspira¬ 
cy. They follow five other pa¬ 
rents who have been sen¬ 
tenced so far, with prison 
sentences ranging from 14 
days to five months. 



The Abbotts paid $50,000 
to have a test proctor correct 
their daughter’s ACT exam 
answers in 2018, along with 
$75,000 to rig her SAT sub¬ 
ject tests in mathematics and 
literature, authorities said. 
They kept the scheme hid¬ 
den from their daughter. 

Prosecutors had pushed 
for sentences of eight 
months in prison and a 
$40,000 fine for each pa¬ 
rent. They said the couple 


planned to use the test 
scores to get their daughter 
into Duke University, where 
Marcia Abbott had received 
an English degree. 

In a Sept. 27 letter to the 
court, Gregory Abbott said 
that his actions were “wrong 
and stupid” and that he feels 
“genuine remorse.” 

“I share the same sensibil¬ 
ities as most people and, 
strange as it may sound, 
identify with the public out¬ 


rage over my own actions,” 
he wrote. “I accept full 
shame and responsibility.” 

Gregory Abbott, who lives 
in New York City, was chair¬ 
man and CEO of Internation¬ 
al Dispensing Corp., a food 
packaging company, in New 
York until he took a leave of 
absence in March. Marcia 
Abbott, who lives in the cou¬ 
ple’s home in Aspen, is a 
former magazine editor and 
writer. 
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